
3. Geography at the time of  Isaiah 
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4. Glossary – Terms and what they mean/how used/information 
 

Many terms used in Isaiah are not familiar, the following table may help otherwise look up the new bible 
dictionary or other reference work. 

Term Meaning/Reference 

Israel 

God’s covenant people who can trace their lineage back to Jacob and hence 

Abraham.  In 922BC the kingdom divided into two, the southern kingdom called 
Judah and the northern kingdom called Israel.  As this can be confusing, where this 
is the case the study will use Northern Israel. 

Ephraim, Samaria 
Another name for Northern kingdom of Israel. Thought to be due to king Jeroboam 
1 their first king who was an Ephraimite. (1 kings 11:26). Samaria is the capital. 

Judah. Jerusalem 
The southern kingdom of Israel after the divide of the kingdom. Jerusalem is the 
capital 

Zion 
Another name for Jerusalem.  Also can be used to denote a future world/city to 
come. 

Ariel Another name for Jerusalem (City of David). Used in Isa 29:1 

Shiloah A spring of water in Jerusalem. Used in Isa 8:6 

Aram/Damascus 
Rezin is the king.  Aram is the region (sometimes referred to as Syria) which is 
north of Israel, Damascus is the capital. 

Tyre Commerce centre very wealthy 

Moab Descendants from the son of Lot (Lot was Abraham nephew) 

Edom Descendants from Esau, Isaac’s son. Twin brother of Jacob. 

Philistia 

The philistines lived in Canaan during the conquest by Joshua – but the Israelites 
failed to drive them out.  They were a constant source of temptation/conflict to 
Israel 

Assyria A world “super” power during the time of Isaiah, primarily in Ch 1-39. 

Babylonia A world “super” power, take over from Assyrians. 

Cush Large region south of Nile – also known as Ethiopians. Used in Isa 18:1 

Anointed/Messiah 

To be anointed was to have oil poured on head. Predominate use was for a King. 
(eg David) After David, God’s king in Israel is God’s anointed his Messiah.  The 

Messiah would have an eternal kingdom (2 Sam 7:12-16).  Used in Isa 45:1 

 

 

5. Isaiah – Book Structure (see BST commentary) 
 

The “message of Isaiah” in the bible speaks today commentary series uses the following outline to break 

down the structure of Isaiah.  Whilst other outlines are possible this is a simple overview that helps with 
seeing the themes.  The studies reflect this outline to some extent. 

Message Judgement Hope 

Isaiah 1-12 13-27 28-35 36-39 40-51 51-55 56-66 

Topic 
(BST) 

LORD  
is king 

LORD of  
the nations 

Human 
schemes & 
God’s plans 

In whom  
shall we 

trust 

Comfort  
my people 

Grace  
Triumphant 

Waiting for  
a new world 

World power Assyria Babylon 

 

 


