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FINANCIAL 
GIVING GUIDE 

 

 

 

 
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,  
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 
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How does financial giving work 
at Engadine and Heathcote Anglican? 

 
How do we set the budget? 
Each year our elected Wardens and Parish Council carefully plan out and set our budget, 
which the whole church (“parish”) ratifies at the annual AGM. The budget is based on the 
previous year’s income and expenditures, adjusting for the following year’s expected 
expenditures. The budget is carefully checked to make sure it aligns with our overall vision: 

For the glory of Jesus   our masterplan 
we build up each other   our ministry 
& we reach out to the world  our mission 
through God’s Word & prayer  our method 

 
Where does the income come from? 
In 2018, we have a General Ministry budget of $698,000. We also encourage all our 
members to give to the local Scripture (SRE) Fund and 10% to the Church Missionary 
Society (CMS) which supports our mission partners. There are no central Anglican funds 
that contribute to our local budget. Our budget is completely covered by the generosity 
of those sitting amongst us at Engadine and Heathcote Anglican, which is wonderful 
evidence of God’s work in us. 
 
How do we collect this money? 
As you will have noticed, we don’t pass around a weekly collection plate or bag. This is in 
order to make our guests feel as comfortable as possible, as well as to encourage our 
regular members to responsibly plan their giving. While there is still a giving box in the 
church foyer, electronic giving by our members is strongly encouraged, as it reduces the 
amount of cash on the property and the counting and banking, and allows our Wardens to 
monitor the income more readily. 
 
Who should give? 
The ministry of financially giving is the responsibility of every church member who 
benefits from the ministry (2 Cor 9, 1 Tim 5:17-18) and wants to see others built up and 
reached in Christ. Of course visitors are more than welcome to give, but it is not their 
responsibility nor an expectation. In the Bible, financial giving is seen as a great privilege 
as we partner together in the service of the Lord.  
 
How much should I give? 
The Old Testament pattern for temple giving was the tithe (10%), which is a helpful starting 
point for us. For example, if a member earns $50,000/year, then 10% would translate to 
$100/week. 
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However, the New Testament doesn’t mandate a percentage. Rather it encourages us to 
be as generous as we can, with what God has given us. For some that might be 1%, for 
others 30%.  
 
Those of us gifted by God with large incomes or small expenditures, have the joy of being 
able to carry more financial responsibility. Those of us who struggle to cover their essential 
bills, might only be able to give a little. However, the widow reminds us that a small gift 
may be more generous than a big gift (Mark 12:41-44), as God knows our heart. 
 
The New Testament gives us some guidelines for our giving. 
 

1. Our giving is motivated by the giving of Christ 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. (2 Cor 8:9) 
 

2. Cheerfully, not reluctantly 
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor 9:7) 
 

3. Generously  
And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the 
Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were 
able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the 
privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. (2 Cor 8:1-4)  
 

4. Regularly  
Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On 
the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with 
your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. (1 Cor 16:1-
2)  
 
Generosity is a sign of Christian maturity  
The Bible warns us that “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager 
for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 Tim 
6:10). Money in itself is not evil, but our fallen hearts can easily be anxious or greedy, so 
we should expect that it can be hard to give. As John Wesley (1703-1791) said, “The last 
part of a man to be converted is his wallet.” That’s why generosity is a sign of Christian 
maturity. It shows how deeply we appreciate Christ’s sacrifice for us on the Cross, and that 
God’s Spirit is at work to make us like Jesus.  
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How do I go about giving? 
 

1. Pray and decide  
Thank God for everything he has entrusted to you and pray for a generous heart. Then 
look seriously at your budget and current expenditure and consider how much you can 
wisely give.  
 
2. Determine the division of your giving  
We encourage giving to 3 accounts: 
 

• General Ministry Fund  
This pays for all our regular expenses of the facilities, office and staff.  
Name: Engadine Anglican – General  BSB: 032 153  Account: 266 439 
 

• SRE Fund (tax deductible)  
This goes to the costs of running Scripture in our local Primary and High Schools.  
Name: Engadine Anglican – SRE  BSB: 032 153 Account 266 447 
 

• Church Missionary Society (CMS) 
We encourage members to give 10% of their giving direct to give.cms.org.au.  
CMS is the organisation that supports our mission partners: 

- Kingsley and Ronnie Box (in Slovenia)  
- Karen (in Dubai) 
- Mal and Charissa Forrest (in Jordan)  
- Wayne and Mandy Oldfield-Jones (in Darwin)  

 
3. Determine your method of giving 
 

• Electronic Fund Transfer  
Arrange with your employer or bank to make regular or one-off payments. Under 
'Reference', please include your congregation or name if you need a receipt. Aside from 
helping the Wardens manage cashflow, most people find direct transfer a helpful way to 
remain accountable in their giving. As it’s “set and forget”, it allows them to give even 
when they are away from church, and not to allow other discretionary expenses to replace 
their giving. 
 

• Cheque/Cash  
Cheques are payable to “Engadine Anglican Church”. Cheques and cash gifts can be placed 
in the locked box in the Engadine and Heathcote Anglican foyer areas. 
 
 
 
Further information eac.org.au/giving 


