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 	Date	
Passage	

Title	
M
ain	Point	

M
em

ory	Verse	
	

Ecclesiastes		
1-2	

N
othing	

Lasts	
Everything	com

es	to	an	end.	N
othing	lasts,	except	

God.	So	choose	God.	
2	Corinthians	4:18	
or	John	3.36a	

	
Ecclesiastes		
3	

A	Tim
e	For	

Everything	
God	has	m

ade	us	w
ith	a	longing	to	live	forever	

w
here	sadness	is	no	m

ore.	
2	Corinthians	4:18	
or	John	3.36a	

	
Ecclesiastes		
	4-6	

True	
Satisfaction	

W
anting	m

ore	and	m
ore	and	m

ore	things	does	not	
m
ake	us	happy	for	long.	Loving	God	m

akes	us	truly	
happy	forever.		

2	Corinthians	4:18	
or	John	3.36a	

	
Ecclesiastes		
7-9:12	

W
hat	W

e	Do	
M
atters	

If	w
e	close	our	Bibles,	life	begins	to	look	like	nothing	

w
e	do	m

atters.	If	w
e	open	our	Bibles	then	

everything	w
e	do	m

atters.	

2	Corinthians	4:18	
or	John	3.36a	

	
Ecclesiastes		
9:13-10	

The	W
ise	vs.	

The	Fool	
A	w

ise	nobody	w
ho	is	ignored	is	better	than	a	

foolish	som
ebody	w

hom
	people	follow

.	A	w
ise	

nobody	w
ho	listens	and	obeys	the	w

ords	of	Jesus	is	
never	ignored	by	his/her	Father	in	H

eaven.	

2	Corinthians	4:18	
or	John	3.36a	

	
Ecclesiastes		
11-12	

Fear	God	
W
e	fear	God,	so	now

	w
e	can	serve	him

	w
ithout	fear.		

2	Corinthians	4:18	
or	John	3.36a	

	
	

	
	

	
	This	is	a	six-w

eek	series	for	school	aged	children	looking	at	the	book	of	Ecclesiastes.	There	is	a	children’s	talk	
available	for	each	lesson	(sam

e	title	as	the	lesson)	that	can	be	used	as	a	kid’s	spot	in	the	service	(before	they	go	to	
out	to	Children’s	Church)	or	used	as	part	of	Children’s	Church.	
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 Su
ggested

	Son
gs	for	Ecclesiastes:	

- 
M
y	G
od	Is	So	B

ig,	Colin	Buchanan		
(R
em
em
ber	The	Lord)	

- 
B
uild	Your	Life	O

n	The	R
ock,	Colin	Buchanan		

(Practise	B
eing	G

odly)	
- 
The	G

reatest	Treasure,	Colin	Buchanan		
(Practise	B

eing	G
odly)	

- 
Love	The	Lord,	Colin	Buchanan		
(Jesus	R

ocks	The	W
orld)	

- 
The	M

eaning	O
f	Life,	Quizw

orx	(M
ighty	Shout)	

- 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,	Johnny	Burns,	(U

nreal	B
anana	Peel)	

	N
otes	for	lead

ers	on
	th
e	b

ook
	of	Ecclesiastes	

B
ig	id

ea	for	Ecclesiastes:	Life	lived	w
ithout	God	has	no	m

eaning	or	purpose.	
Ecclesiastes	looks	at	life	‘under	the	sun’	-	life	lived	here	on	earth	as	if	there	is	no	God.		
If	this	is	all	there	is	(i.e.	there	is	nothing	after	w

e	die)	then	the	very	best	thing	w
e	can	do	is	enjoy	life	to	the	full	and	to	

find	w
ork	that	brings	the	greatest	satisfaction.		

Ecclesiastes	starts	by	looking	at	the	fact	that	nothing	changes	from
	generation	to	generation,	there	is	nothing	new

	
under	the	sun.	It	then	m

oves	on	to	looking	at	the	fact	that	nothing	rem
ains	constant.	N

othing	lasts	-	pleasures,	w
ork,	

possessions,	fam
e…
	They	are	all	vanity	-	like	a	m

ist	that	disappears	as	quickly	as	it	com
es.	W

e	chase	after	them
,	but	

they	all	fade	aw
ay.	

Life	w
ithout	God	is	seen	for	w

hat	it	is	-	tem
porary	and	w

ithout	hope.		
But	life	lived	w

ith	God	is	living	life	to	the	full!	Everything	w
e	do	here	m

atters.	And	w
hat	w

e	do	has	value	for	eternity.	
Life	lived	w

ith	God	now
	m
eans	w

e	live	w
ithout	fear	of	judgem

ent	and	w
ith	a	prom

ised	eternity.	W
e	long	to	know

	
there	is	m

ore	to	life	than	this.	It	is	God	w
ho	has	placed	eternity	in	our	hearts.		

So	live	life	w
ith	an	eternal	perspective.	Living	w

ith	God	gives	both	purpose	and	m
eaning	now

	and	into	eternity.	
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Nothing Lasts 
Ecclesiastes 1-2 

 
Skit - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - Everything comes to an end. Nothing lasts, except 
God. So choose God. 
 
Instructions 
Props are set out on a high stage or chair/table behind the 
children, within easy reach. 
 
Need: 

! Storyteller  
! Characters: two children good at miming 
! Props:  

- two party hats  
- two party blowers 
- popcorn in two cups 
- two sun hats 
- two sunglasses 
- one large ball (either soccer or netball) 
- two beach towels  
- two swimming goggles 
- one chocolate bar (in Storyteller’s pocket) 

 

Script Actions 

This term we’re going to look at 
the book of Ecclesiastes. 

 

It’s a book found in the first part 
of the Bible, called the Old 
Testament. 

 

The writer of this book wants us 
to ask: what is life all about? 

 

Is life all about good times?  

Fun times with family and 
friends? 

 

(Storyteller) Children enter and stand, 
facing the props, their backs to  
the audience.  
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Children love parties!    
 

Children turn around with hats  
and blowers. Children blow  
blowers. 

Cakes… Children mime eating cake. 

jumping castles… Children jump, arms in air. 

pin the tail on the donkey… One child closes eyes, is spun 
around by the other child, stops, 
puts arms out as if to search for 
the donkey. 

pass the parcel… Children pass an imaginary 
parcel between themselves. 

food, food and more food... Children mime eating. 

BUT      
   

Children both stop suddenly and 
look at Storyteller. 

there’s one thing they don’t  
like about parties... 

Children remain frozen. 

Parties come to an end. Children say, “Drats!” shake 
their heads, turn their backs to 
audience, take hats off, put 
party blowers down. 

Children love movies!    
 

Children pick up popcorn cups 
and turn around. 

Sad movies. Children are sad while eating 
popcorn. 

Happy movies. Children laugh, nudge each  
other and point to an  
imaginary screen, while  
still eating popcorn. 

Scaaarrrey movies. Children are scared and shake 
their popcorn cups. 

BUT      
   

Children both stop suddenly and 
look at Storyteller. 

there’s one thing they don’t  
like about movies... 

Children remain frozen. 

Movies come to an end. Children say, “Drats!” shake 
their heads, turn their backs to 
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audience, put popcorn cups 
down. 

Children love weekends!  
 

Children put on sun hats and 
sunglasses, turn around. 

Picnics…      Children mime eating. 

playing netball…   
  

Children pick up ball and 
pretend to play netball. 

playing soccer...   Children put ball down and 
pretend to play soccer. 

BUT      
   

Children both stop suddenly and 
look at Storyteller. 

there’s one thing they don’t  
like about weekends... 

Children remain frozen. 

Monday morning! Children groan, shake heads, 
turn backs to audience, put ball 
down. 

Children love holidays!   
      
   

Children put beach towels over 
shoulders, put on goggles, turn  
and face audience. 

The beach!  

Swimming in the waves… Children pretend to swim. 

digging in the sand… Children dig. 

lying on the beach... Children pretend to sunbake. 

BUT      
   

Children both stop suddenly and 
look at Storyteller. 

there’s one thing they don’t  
like about holidays... 

Children remain frozen. 

Holidays come to an end. Children groan, shake their 
heads, turn their backs to 
audience, take goggles off, put 
beach towels down. 

(pause)  

Parties, movies, weekends, 
holidays…   
 

Children pick up as many props 
as they can, turn around and 
hold them up. 
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(pause) Storyteller pulls out a chocolate  
bar and begins to open it 
as he/she talks. 

they all they have a very big 
problem. 

 

(pause) Storyteller goes to put chocolate 
bar to mouth as if to eat it. 
Children follow the chocolate 
bar’s movement. Storyteller 
stops, takes it away from mouth 
and continues to talk. Children 
continue to follow the movement 
of the chocolate bar. 

They have a very big problem.  

(pause) Storyteller goes to put the  
chocolate bar in his/her mouth  
again. Children continue to 
follow the chocolate bar’s 
movement. 

A very, very big problem.   

They all come to an end.  

(pause) Repeat the same actions as 
above. 

Everything good…  

(pause) Repeat the same actions as  
above. 

everything fun…  

(pause) Repeat the same actions as 
above. 

every fantastic thing…  

(pause) Repeat the same actions as 
above. 

comes to an end.  

  

Why even this delicious Storyteller points to chocolate 
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chocolate bar will come to an 
end.   

bar. Children look longingly at it. 

Everything… 
comes to an end! 

Storyteller drops bar. At same 
time children drop props, stand 
with mouths open in disbelief. 

(Children)  

Everything!  

(Storyteller)  

Everything except God. Children are relieved, either 
freeze or exit. 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Everything comes to an end.  

Parties, movies, weekends, 
holidays, even chocolate… they  
all come to an end. 

 

Nothing lasts.  

Except God.  

God has no beginning.  

He has always been there.  

So God has no end.   

So children choose God.  

Good times with God will never 
end. 
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Nothing Lasts 
Ecclesiastes 1-2 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - Everything comes to an end. Nothing lasts, except 
God. So choose God. 
 
Memory Verse 
 
2 Corinthians 4:18 
or John 3.36a 
 
Both memory verses are available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about the futility of life without God and songs 
about life with God that goes on forever. 
  
Who Can Last The Longest? 
 
Need: 

- 12 party whistles 
 
Instructions: 

- Select four children to come out the front and hand each 
child a party whistle. 

- Have a competition to see who can blow the whistle the 
longest. 

- You may like to ask children to guess whom they think will 
last the longest by voting with hands up. 

- Repeat, selecting four more children. 
- Repeat selecting four leaders. 

 
Conclusion: 

- Some of us can last a long time, some only a short time. 
- But in the end we all had to stop. 
- None of us can go on forever. 
- In fact there is nothing in all of life that goes on forever. 
- Everything breaks down, goes mouldy, rusts out, gets old, 
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dies. 
- Everything ends, except God. 
- So children go with God. 
- Because he goes on forever. 
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Nothing Lasts 
Ecclesiastes 1-2 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - Everything comes to an end. Nothing lasts, except 
God. So choose God. 

 
Ice Castles 
 
Warning: check for allergies to food dyes before doing this 
activity. 
Note: this only works if you live in a hot climate. 
 
Need: 

- lots of ice cubes (can colour with food die) 
- paved or cement outdoor area 

 
Instructions: 

- Form groups and ask each group to create a picture of a 
castle using the ice blocks. 

- Have groups walk around and enjoy what each group has 
created. 

 
Conclusion: 

- What fantastic castles! 
- At the end of today bring your Mums and Dads out to enjoy 

the amazing castles you’ve created. 
 
At the end of the lesson go as a group and see what’s happened 
to the ice castles.  
 
Group Mimes 
 
Need: 

- set of objects (enough for one per group: party hat, movie 
popcorn bucket, beach towel, hat, sunglasses…), hidden 
inside a bag 

 
Instructions: 

- Divide the children into groups. 
- Select one child from each group to come and pull an object 
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out of the bag. 
- The child then takes that object back to his/her group and the 

group has to make up a short play using that object. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Life is full of good times. 
- Holidays, weekend picnics, camping, days at the beach, 

movies… 
- But good times always, always, always come to an end. 
- Everything that has a beginning also has an end. 
- God has no beginning. 
- Nobody made God. 
- He’s always been here. 
- And God has no end. 
- So if you know and love God now, you will know and love 

God forever. 
- Good times with God never, ever come to an end. 
- Because God never comes to an end. 

  
Story Time 
 
Use the script titled, Nothing Lasts (pages 3-7) and ask children to 
mime all the things that children enjoy (i.e. what they saw actors 
do in the kid’s talk).  
Note: children don’t need props, simply encourage them to 
mime it all. 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Large A3 sheet of paper per group 
- Set of coloured pencils or markers 

 
Icebreaker:  

- If you could do any fun thing in all the world, what would you 
do? Why do you think it would be fun? 

- What happens when it finishes and it’s time to go home. How 
would you feel? 
 

Activity: 
As a group brainstorm and record on your A3 sheet of paper (use 
both pictures and words) all the things you enjoy doing.  
If they find it hard ask them to remember all the things they saw in 
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the talk earlier that the children enjoyed doing (movies, holidays, 
weekends, parties…) 
 

- Think about the talk you saw earlier. Why did they keep on 
getting sad? 
(all the fun things keep coming to an end) 
 

- Why is impossible to be happy all the time? 
(everything always comes to end, nothing lasts, even the 
feeling of happiness goes, we get sad, we get bored, we get 
too old to do fun things)  

 
Activity: 

- Ask the children to add to the brainstorming sheet (i.e. write 
words or draw pictures over the top of what was done above) 
listing reasons why no one would enjoy doing these fun 
things forever. 

- Examples: we get bored with them, sickness stops us from 
enjoying doing them, we keep moving on to new things, 
bodies that get older can’t do them anymore, we die… 

 
Discuss: 

- Even we will come to an end. Is there anything in life that 
doesn’t end? 
(God, he is eternal, good times with God never come to an 
end) 

 
- What does the word eternal mean? 

 
Application: 

- Do you live for the next party, the next holiday, the next 
soccer match? 

- What makes you truly happy? 
- What is it about God that brings you lasting happiness? 

 
Conclusion: 

- True happiness is impossible to find without God. 
- Living for the next happy thing will make us happy for a short 

time. 
- But in the end we will be left wanting more. 
- Everything comes to an end. Nothing lasts, except God.  
- So choose to go with God. 
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Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Thank you God – for all the good times – you give to us to enjoy. – 
For picnics and holidays, – for parties and movies. – But thank you 
most of all – that good times with you never end – because you 
never end. – Amen 
  
Individual Prayer 
Thank God for one fun thing you enjoy that God has given you.  
  
Cooking 
 
Warning: check for allergies before doing this activity. 
 
Select a simple cooking activity for the children to do. 
Example: face biscuits (make happy faces). 
 
As you cook and eat together remind the children: 

- Most people think life is all about eating and drinking and 
having a great time. 

- But good times end just as quickly as they start. 
- However, life with God means we will enjoy him now and 

enjoy him forever. 
- Life with God forever in heaven is described as a fantastic 

party! 
- A party that never, ever ends! 

 
Imaginary Play 
 
Set up the following play stations for the children to play with. As 
they play discuss the insights in brackets beside each: 
 

- Dolls house: furniture, figurines… (people buy a house and 
move in, then they sell it and move out) 
 

- Farm: fences, animals, tractors, figurines, barn… (people go 
to the farm for holidays, but at the end of the week, they 
have to come back) 

 
- City: wooden city set, wooden people… (people build 

amazing cities, but people built cities long ago that no one 
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lives in today) 
 

- Train set: tracks, people… (people travel and travel and 
travel, and they keep on travelling, they never get enough, 
they’ve never seen enough) 
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Nothing Lasts 
Ecclesiastes 1-2 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - Everything comes to an end. Nothing lasts, except 
God. So choose God. 
 
Group Mimes 
 
Need: 

- set of objects (enough for one per group: party hat, movie 
popcorn bucket, beach towel, hat, sunglasses…), hidden 
inside a bag 

 
Instructions: 

- Divide the children into groups. 
- Select one child from each group to come and pull an object 

out of the bag. 
- The child then takes that object back to the group and the 

group has to make up a short play where that object is used. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Life is full of good times. 
- Holidays, weekend picnics, camping, days at the beach, 

movies… 
- But good times always, always, always come to an end. 
- Everything that has a beginning also has an end. 
- God has no beginning. 
- Nobody made God. 
- He’s always been here. 
- And God has no end. 
- So if you know and love God now, you will know and love 

God forever. 
- Good times with God never, ever come to an end. 
- Because God never comes to an end. 
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Life In Slow Motion 
 
Need: 

- clear open space 
- witches hats to define the start and finish lines. 

 
Instructions: 

- Run a series of races in slow motion: slow motion hopping, 
slow motion running backwards, slow motion skipping… 

- The aim is to do the action continually (if a child stops 
completely they’re out) and be the one who does it the 
longest (i.e. be last to finish the race). 

 
Conclusion: 

- Try as we might, things come to an end. 
- Even when we try to slow things down, things end. 
- All the good times that we experience in life come but then 

they go. 
- And even if we spent our life doing more and more fun 

things, we would never be satisfied. 
- True satisfaction comes not in pursuing good times, but in 

pursuing God. 
- Because God is eternal. 
- Life lived knowing and loving God never comes to an end. 

  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Large A3 sheet of paper per group 
- Set of coloured pencils or markers 
- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 

 
Icebreaker:  

- What do you find frustrating in life? 
- What do you like doing that seems to end far too soon? 

 
Activity: 

- As a group brainstorm and record on your A3 sheet of paper 
(use both pictures and words) all the things you enjoy doing.  
 

Read Ecclesiastes 1:3 
- What’s the opening question in the book? 

(what do we get from all our hard work on earth, what’s the 
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point of life) 
 

Read Ecclesiastes 2:24, 3:12 
- If there is no God, what’s the best thing for you to do? 

(enjoy life, eat/drink = have a good time, enjoy your work, be 
happy) 

 
Divide the children into pairs and have each pair read one of the 
following verses and find the answer to the question… 
 
Ecclesiastes 1:8, 2:1, 2, 10-11 

- What does the writer of Ecclesiastes say about living life just 
going from one good time to another?   
(we get bored, it tires us, we never get enough, it never 
makes us happy for long, everything in the end is useless, 
meaningless, having fun means work doesn’t get done, you 
achieve nothing, have nothing to show in the end, going from 
one thing to another is like chasing the wind, you never 
seem to find true happiness) 
 

- Think about the talk you saw earlier. Why do you think the 
writer of Ecclesiastes says these things about good times? 
(everything always comes to end, nothing lasts, even the 
feeling of happiness goes, good times always, always end)  

 
Activity: 

- Ask the children to add to the brainstorming sheet (i.e. write 
words or draw pictures over the top of what was done 
before) listing reasons why no one would enjoy doing these 
fun things forever. 

- Examples: we get bored with them, sickness stops us from 
enjoying doing them, we keep moving on to new things, 
bodies that get older can’t do them anymore, we die… 
 

Read Ecclesiastes 2:23 
- People try and fill their lives with good times, but what can’t 

they avoid? 
(pain and sadness) 
 

Read Ecclesiastes 3:14 
- Is there anything in life that lasts? 

(God, he is eternal, good times with God never come to an 
end) 
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- What does the word eternal mean? 

 
Application: 

- Do you live for the next party, the next holiday, the next 
soccer match? 

- What makes you truly happy? 
- What is it about God that brings you lasting happiness? 

 
Conclusion: 

- True happiness is impossible to find without God. 
- Living for the next happy thing will make us happy for a short 

time. 
- But in the end we will be left wanting more. 
- Everything comes to an end, nothing lasts, except God.  
- So go with God. 

  
Prayer Time 
 

- Thank God for all the good times he gives us to enjoy – 
every good gift comes from him. 

- Ask God to help you find true happiness in knowing him and 
living for him. 

  
Cooking 
 
Warning: check for allergies before doing this activity. 
 
Select a simple cooking activity for the children to do. 
Example: face biscuits (make happy faces). 
 
As you cook and eat together remind children: 

- Most people think life is all about eating and drinking and 
having a great time. 

- But good times end just as quickly as they start. 
- But life with God means we will enjoy him now and enjoy him 

forever. 
- Life with God forever in heaven is described as a fantastic 

party! 
- A party that never, ever ends! 
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A Time For Everything 
Ecclesiastes 3 

 
Storytelling - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - God has made us with a longing to live forever where 
sadness is no more.	
 
Instructions 
This script must be memorised. 
 
Need: 

! Storyteller 
 

Script 

In Ecclesiastes chapter 1 it says that time doesn’t stop. 

Night is followed by day.  

Sunday is followed by Monday. 

Winter is followed by Spring. 

Christmas is followed by Easter. 

Days become weeks. 

Weeks become months. 

Months become years. 

Time just doesn’t stop. 

And during those days, weeks, months, years, good things 
happen and bad things happen. 

(pause) 

Maddy sat down, opened up her photo album and began to turn 
the pages of her life. 

She stopped and looked at a photograph of her big brother 
holding her as a baby. 

She looked so small the day she was born. 

Maddy remembered another time, a time when she was the one 
doing the holding.  

In her arms was her precious dog Lucy who’d died.   
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They’d buried her in the backyard under the tree. 

A time to be born and a time to die. 

Time moves on. 

The next page made her smile. 

There was a photo of her amazing sunflowers! 

She laughed to herself as she remembered the competition she’d 
had with her friend Tim. 

Who could grow the tallest sunflowers? 

She’d neglected her plants but still they grew straight and tall. 

Beautiful big yellow flowers that seemed to smile back at you. 

But Tim - well he’d worked so hard caring for his plants. 

Unfortunately his flowers failed to grow. 

Tim pulled his plants up and threw them away. 

A time to plant and a time to pull up plants. 

Time moves on. 

A few more pages on and there was a photo from school camp.   

In the photo she was laughing with her friends. 

But she wasn’t laughing the day after the photo was taken.   

Her friends had said cruel things about her and had ignored her 
the rest of camp. 

A time to laugh and a time to cry. 

Time moves on. 

Again she turned the pages of her photo album and stopped when 
she saw a photo of herself wearing her favourite top.  

She’d loved that top and wore it every chance she could.  

Her Mum had told her it was time to throw it away. 

But how could she? It was her favourite.  

However, there came the day when it came out of the washing 
machine torn in three places.   

A time to keep and a time to throw away. 

Time moves on. 
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She turned the page and could almost hear the music at her 
auntie’s wedding. 

She remembered dancing all night with her cousins. 

Maddy remembered another day when she stood beside her 
cousins in silence.  

That was the day they watched their grandfather be buried.  

There was no dancing or smiling that day. 

A time to dance and a time to mourn. 

Time moves on. 

Maddy was almost near the end of the photo album. 

But still there were so many pages to fill with memories. 

She wondered how many would be happy and how many would 
be sad. 

And she wondered when the story of her life would come to an 
end. 

Maddy smiled as she put her photo album away knowing that 
because of Jesus she has a forever story. 

Her story would never end. 

And her forever story in God’s amazing heaven would only ever 
be happy. 

There would be no more crying, death or pain in God’s amazing 
heaven. 

Her forever life with God would be so much better than her photo 
album.  

(pause) 

Children God has made each one of us with a longing to live 
forever.  

A longing to have a photo album that never ends. 

And he invites each of us to come and live with him now and live 
with him forever.  

Because of Jesus we can say yes and look forward to our forever 
story where we will never cry again.  
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A Time For Everything 
Ecclesiastes 3 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - God has made us with a longing to live forever where 
sadness is no more. 
 
Memory Verse 
 
2 Corinthians 4:18 
or John 3.36a 
 
Both memory verses are available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about life forever with God, free from sadness, 
pain and death because of Jesus. 
  
Baby Photos Competition 
 
Need: 

- A selection of baby photos of leaders either blown up or put 
into a PowerPoint presentation. 
 

Instructions: 
- Stand the leaders up whose baby photos are in the 

presentation. 
- Select children to match a leader with his/her baby photo. 

 
Conclusion: 

- Time has changed us all. 
- Ecclesiastes chapter 3 looks at what life is like. 
- It’s a series of beginnings and endings. 
- Hellos and goodbyes. 
- Days full of dancing and celebration. 
- And then there are days when we stand still and hardly 

speak at all. 
- Children, God has made us long for something more than 

this. 
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- In our hearts we want life that goes on forever. 
- And we want life free from sadness and pain. 
- The good news is that, because of his Son Jesus, God offers 

that forever life to each one of us. 
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A Time For Everything 
Ecclesiastes 3 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - God has made us with a longing to live forever where 
sadness is no more. 

 
Build And Tear Down  
 
Variation on Fill the Nest Game. 
 
Note: If you have large numbers, play multiple games at the 
same time. 
 
Equipment: 

- five hoops 
- sets of five foam blocks that can be made into a building 

(e.g. four rectangle shapes and triangle roof), place one 
complete set of blocks where children can see what they 
have to build, place two and half complete sets (i.e. thirteen 
foam blocks), mixed up in centre hoop 

 
Instructions: 

- Place five hoops in a square with one hoop in the middle.  
- Fill the middle hoop with the foam blocks. 
- Set up, where all children can see, the five blocks put 

together to form a building.   
- Aim: to be the first group to build a similar building in their 

hoop. 
- Stand one child in each of the four empty outer hoops. 
- On "Go" all the children run to the centre hoop and grab one 

foam block to take back to their original hoop.   
- Children can only pick up one foam block at a time.  
- When the centre hoop is empty they can then take from their 

neighbours’ hoops (i.e. tear down, block by block their 
neighbours buildings). 

- First group to build the building correctly wins. 
 
Conclusion: 

- This game is a picture of what happens in life. 
- There are times in life when things are new. 
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- We go to new buildings, begin new activities and start at a 
new school. 

- But there are other times when things come to an end. 
- Buildings are torn down, we stop doing things and we move 

schools. 
- Life is full of beginnings and endings. 
- But God has made each one of us with a longing that one 

day things won’t end. 
- In Ecclesiastes it says, ‘God has placed eternity in our 

hearts.’ 
- God has made us with a longing for a forever future with 

God. 
 
Sometimes I Feel… 
 
Need: 

- clear open space 
 

Instructions: 
- Ask children to form a circle (no more than 15 in each circle). 
- Children take turns in stepping into the centre and saying, 

“Sometimes I feel…”  
- The child then mimes how he/she feels and the group has to 

guess. 
- Challenge: leader has to go around the circle saying and 

miming what each child is feeling like.  “(name of child) 
sometimes feels… (mime action). And (name of child) 
sometimes feels… (mime action)…” 

 
Conclusion: 

- Sometimes we feel like crying and sometimes we feel like 
singing. 

- Some days are fun and some days are no fun at all. 
- Life is full of ups and downs. 
- But God has made a place where there are only ups. 
- That place is called Heaven. 
- Everyone who loves the Lord Jesus get to enjoy life with God 

forever in heaven. 
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Story Time 
 
Use the script titled, The Life Of Joseph (pages 29-32) and retell 
the story of Joseph using the pictures indicated in the script. 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Download the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencils (available in 
Kidswise Membership). Find the smaller versions of the 
pictures of Joseph’s story. Copy and cut one set of pictures 
per group. 

- Photos from leaders’ albums showing times when they were 
happy/sad. 
 

Icebreaker: 
- What’s been the best day of your life so far? 

 
Activity: 

- Ask the group to sort the pictures of Joseph’s life into good 
days and bad days. 

 
Discuss: 

- A lot of good things happened to Joseph. What were they? 
(his Dad loved him and gave him a coat, God gave special 
dreams, God gave the meaning of other people’s dreams, he 
became second in charge of Egypt, his family came to live 
with him again) 
 

- A lot of bad things happened to Joseph. What were they? 
(his brothers were jealous and threw him in a well, sold into 
slavery, ended up in prison, left in prison a long time) 

 
Conclusion: 

- Life is full of ups and downs but through it all Joseph trusted 
God.  

- And all these bad things happened to Joseph for his good.  
- God was going to make Joseph second in charge of Egypt 

and so be able save his family.  
- God allows good and bad things to happen to us.  
- And he wants us to trust him through them all.  
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Activity: 

- Leader shares a few photographs showing different times in 
his/her life. Aim: show how time marches on so quickly and 
how life is full of happiness and sadness, beginnings and 
endings (i.e. baby photos, crying after falling over, first day of 
school, graduation day…). 

- Note: don’t share anything too stressful, as children will find 
it hard to know how to help you if you begin to break down. 

 
Discuss: 

- Remember the story about Maddy. What were some of the 
good days in her life? 
(the day she was born, the day her flowers grew taller than 
her friend Tim’s, laughing with her friends on school camp, 
wearing her favourite top, dancing with her cousins at her 
auntie’s wedding) 
 

- What were some of the bad days in her life? 
(the day her dog died, her friends being cruel and ignoring 
her on school camp, having to throw her favourite top away, 
standing with her cousins when their grandfather died) 

 
- Maddy’s photo album was not full. She still had days ahead 

of her. But did Maddy know it would never come to an end? 
(her life with God, she knew God now, so she knew that 
she’d have a forever life with God in heaven). 

 
Application: 

- God has made us with a longing to live forever. Do you know 
if you have a forever life ahead of you? 

 
- What are you looking forward to most in God’s new Heaven 

and Earth? 
 

Conclusion: 
- God has made each one of us with a longing to live forever. 
- The great news is he has made a way for us to do just that – 

live forever. 
- Nothing bad will ever spoil this forever story God offers us. 
- We will never feel sad, our bodies will be free of pain and 

death will not end it. 
- Let’s praise God that he has not only given us this longing, 
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but made it possible through Jesus for us to spend eternity 
with him. 

 
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Payer 
Thank you God, – that we get to enjoy living in – your amazing 
world. – Please help us to trust you – in the good times – and the 
bad times. – And thank you for Jesus – who allows us to enjoy – 
life with you forever. – Amen. 
 
Individual Prayer 
Encourage the children to pray: Dear God, even when 
....................... (say one bad thing that has happened or might 
happen) help me to keep on trusting you. Amen. 
  
Happy Sad Craft 
 

- Download the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencils (available in 
Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil titled, One day sad 
times will come to an end and good times will go on forever. 
God has made each one of us with a longing to live forever. 
Ecclesiastes 3 Copy one per child on A4 paper. 

- Provide coloured pencils for the children draw a good 
time/bad time.  

- As they draw ask: what are they looking forward to most 
about heaven, and what won’t they miss? 

  
Imaginary Play 
 
Set up play stations for children to explore the following: 

- Building blocks: A time to build and a time to tear down. 
- Lego: A time to build and a time to tear down. 
- Farm set: A time to plant and a time to pull up plants. 
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The Life Of Joseph 
Genesis 37-36, Romans 8:28 

 
PowerPoint - script by Sandy Galea, pictures by Kitty Chan. 
Main Point - God promises to use the hard times in life for our 
good - to make us more and more like Jesus. 
 
Instructions 
Download the PowerPoint titled, The Life Of Joseph (available in 
Kidswise Membership) and use it to retell the life of Joseph. 
 
Need: 

! Storyteller 
! Pictures (see Instructions) 

 

Script Pictures 

(Narrator) Picture 1: title 

Jacob had twelve sons. Picture 2 

One of them was called Joseph.  

Jacob loved Joseph more than 
all the others. 

 

He gave Joseph a special coat 
to wear. 

Picture 3 

This made all the other brothers 
jealous. 

 

And so they hated Joseph. Picture 4 

God gave Joseph special 
dreams. 

Picture 5 

Dreams about eleven bundles of 
wheat bowing down to his 
bundle. 

Picture 6 

And dreams about eleven stars 
and the sun and moon bowing 
down to his star. 

Picture 7 

This also made all the brothers 
jealous. 

 



 

© 2013 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

30 

And so they hated Joseph more 
and more. 

Picture 8 

One day the brothers decided to 
get rid of Joseph. 

Picture 9 

They threw him down a well and 
then they sold him to some men 
riding by on camels.  

Pictures 10, 11 

He was taken far away to Egypt.  

And Joseph was thrown in jail. Picture 12 

Two of Pharaoh’s servants were 
also put in jail. 

Picture 13 
 

One was a waiter and one was 
a baker. 

 

God gave them both strange 
dreams. God also told Joseph 
what their dreams meant.  

 

What Joseph said would 
happen, happened. 

 

The waiter got his job back, but 
the baker was killed.   

Picture 14 

The waiter got his job back.  

But he forgot all about Joseph. Picture 15 

Poor Joseph.  

One day, God gave Pharaoh a 
dream. 

Picture 16 

No one could tell Pharaoh what 
his dream meant. 

Picture 17 

Finally, the waiter remembered 
Joseph. 

 
  

Joseph came and told Pharaoh 
the meaning of his dream. 

Picture 18 

Pharaoh was so pleased he 
made Joseph second in charge 
of Egypt. 

Picture 19 
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Some years later there was a 
great famine.  

 

There was no food anywhere 
except in Egypt. 

Picture 20 

Joseph's brothers were very 
hungry and they came to Egypt 
looking for food. 

Picture 21 

Joseph was the one in charge of 
the food. 

Picture 22 

The brothers bowed before 
Joseph.  

 

And Joseph remembered the 
dream God had given him.  

Picture 23 

Joseph said,   

'You planned bad things for me, 
but God turned your bad things 
into good.' 

Picture 24 

That day Joseph saved his 
whole family from starving to 
death. 

 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Joseph’s life was full of happy 
and sad times. 

 

But through it all Joseph trusted 
God. 

 

It’s easy to say we trust God 
when things are good. 

 

But life is full of good and bad 
days. 

 

This side of heaven we trust 
God with the sad times, 
because the other side of 
heaven, they’ll be gone forever. 

 

Children, God has made us with  
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a longing to live forever where 
sadness is no more. 

And because of Jesus we are all 
invited to enjoy a forever life 
with him in heaven. 
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A Time For Everything 
Ecclesiastes 3 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - God has made us with a longing to live forever where 
sadness is no more. 

 
Listening Activity 
 
Need: 

- one copy of page 38 per group 
- clipboard, pencil per group 
- International Children’s Bible 
- egg timer (1 minute) 

 
Activity 1: 

- Divide the children into teams. 
- Leader reads Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 from an International 

Children’s Bible. 
- Teams have one minute to fill in as many blanks on their 

page as they can remember. 
- Team with most blanks filled in wins. 

 
Activity 2: 

- Choose one of the seasons of life listed in Ecclesiastes 3 
and create a mime about it. 

- The audience has to guess which one is being mimed. 
- Note: beware of kids acting out violence or murder. Time to 

kill = put an animal down when sick. 
 
Conclusion: 

- There are times in our life where things are great. 
- Life is full of happiness, laughter and smiles. 
- But at other times it is full of sadness, anger and pain. 
- Every day when we wake up, we are not sure what sort of 

day is ahead of us. 
- Wouldn’t it be great to know that you only ever have good 

days ahead of you? 
- Wouldn’t it be great to know that these good days will never 

end. 
- Is that what we all long for? 
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- While we live on this earth we live with uncertainty, but if we 
trust in the Lord Jesus, then we look forward to an eternity of 
good days.  

 
Build And Tear Down  
 
Variation on Fill the Nest Game. 
 
Note: If you have large numbers, play multiple games at the 
same time. 
 
Equipment: 

- five hoops 
- sets of five foam blocks that can be made into a building 

(e.g. four rectangle shapes and triangle roof), place one 
complete set of blocks where children can see what they 
have to build, place two and half complete sets (i.e. thirteen 
foam blocks), mixed up in centre hoop 

 
Instructions: 

- Place five hoops in a square with one hoop in the middle.  
- Fill the middle hoop with the foam blocks. 
- Set up, where all children can see, the five blocks put 

together to form a building.   
- Aim: to be the first group to build a similar building in the 

hoop. 
- Stand one child in each of the four empty outer hoops. 
- On "Go" all the children run to the centre hoop and grab one 

foam block to take back to their original hoop.   
- Children can only pick up one foam block at a time.  
- When the centre hoop is empty they can then take from their 

neighbours’ hoops (i.e. tear down, block by block their 
neighbours’ buildings). 

- First group to build the building correctly wins. 
 
Conclusion: 

- This game is a picture of what happens in life. 
- There are times in life when things are new. 
- We build new buildings, begin new projects and have new   
     beginnings. 
- But there are other times in life when things come to an end. 
- We tear down buildings, we stop doing things and we move 

on. 
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- Life is full of beginnings and endings. 
- But God has made each one of us with a longing that one 

day things won’t end. 
- In Ecclesiastes it says, ‘God has placed eternity in our 

hearts.’ 
- God has made us with a longing to look beyond what we see 

here on earth and to look for a forever future with God. 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Photos from leaders’ albums of different days in their life 
(happy and sad) 

- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 
 

Icebreaker: 
- What’s been the best day of your life so far? 
- What’s been the worst? 

Warning: children may share times when they’ve been abused 
when answering this questions. So listen carefully. 
 
Activity: 

- Leaders share a few photographs showing different times in 
their life. Aim: show how time marches on so quickly and 
how life is full of happiness and sadness, beginnings and 
endings (i.e. baby photos, crying after falling over, first day of 
school, graduation day…). 

- Note: don’t share anything too stressful, as children will find 
it hard to know how to help you if you begin to break down. 
 

Read Ecclesiastes 3:11 
- What has God given each one of us? 

(desire to know what’s going to happen in the future, a desire 
for eternity/to live forever) Note: NIV says he has placed 
eternity in our hearts. 
 

- What won’t we ever understand? 
(won’t understand God’s timing, why things happen, why he 
does what does, why he lets things happen) 

 
Read Ecclesiastes 8:7-8 

- What can’t we ever do? 
(can’t know what’s going got happen in the future, can’t 
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change the future) 
 
Application: 

- If no one knows the future, what should we think about 
people who claim to be able to tell our future by looking at 
the lines on our hands or by interpreting the stars? 

- How does it make us feel knowing that we can’t change 
what’s going to happen to us tomorrow? 

 
Read Ecclesiastes 3:12-13 

- The writer of Ecclesiastes looks at life and asks, If there is no 
God, what’s the best thing we can do? 
(enjoy life as much as we can, eat drink, enjoy our work, 
because this is all there is) 

 
Read Ecclesiastes 3:14 

- God is eternal. He continues forever. He has no beginning 
and he will never come to an end. What does this cause us 
to do? 
(honour/fear him, treat him with the respect he deserves) 

 
Read Revelation 21:3-4 

- If we love and trust in the Lord Jesus, what do we look 
forward to ? 
(a home with God forever, no more tears, death, or pain) 
 

Read Revelation 22:14 
- Revelation uses pictures to describe what Jesus has done 

for us.  He has washed our robes = Jesus cleans us from all 
our sin. What can the person who is now clean from sin do? 
(they can eat from the tree of life) 
 

- What do you think this means? Read Genesis 3:22 for clues. 
(we can now live forever) 

 
Application: 

- Life is full of ups and downs. As a follower of Jesus, God 
promises to be with you through them all. What can you do 
to help someone going through a hard time who also follows 
Jesus? 
 

- What are you looking forward to most in God’s new Heaven 
and Earth? 
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Conclusion: 

- God has made each one of us with a longing for eternity. 
- A longing to live forever. 
- The great news is he has made a way for us to do just that – 

live forever. 
- And nothing bad will ever spoil this forever story God offers 

us. 
- We will never feel sad, our bodies will be free of pain and 

death will not end it. 
- Let’s praise God that he has not only given us this longing, 

but he has made it possible through Jesus for us to spend 
eternity with him. 

  
Prayer Time 
 

- Thank God for the good times now and the forever good 
times with him in heaven because of Jesus. 

- Ask God to help you trust him when things are not so good. 
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A Time To… 
 

1. A time to __________ and a time to ________. 
2. A time to __________ and a time to ________. 
3. A time to __________ and a time to ________. 
4. A time to __________ and a time to ________. 
5. A time to __________ and a time to ________. 
6. A time to __________ and a time to ________. 
7. A time to __________ and a time to ________. 
8. A time to __________ and a time to ________. 
9. A time to __________ and a time to ________. 
10. A time to _________ and a time to ________. 
11. A time to _________ and a time to ________. 
12. A time to _________ and a time to ________. 
13. A time to _________ and a time to ________. 
14. A time to _________ and a time to ________. 
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True Satisfaction 
Ecclesiastes 4-6 

 
Narrated Drama - script by Keiran Sanchez, edited by Sandy 
Galea. 
Main Point - Wanting more and more and more things does not 
make us happy for long. Loving God makes us truly happy forever.  
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
! Pete 
! Props 

- matchbox car (in Pete’s pocket) 
- slot car set (set up on a table behind a barrier) 
- remote control car (off to the side of the stage) 
- keys (in Pete’s pocket) 
- head bandage 
- sling for arm 

! Sound effects 
- dramatic chord 
- the sound of a car revving up and then crashing  

 

Script Actions 

(Narrator) Begin with curtains closed. 
Action takes place in front of the 
curtains at the beginning. 

The book of Ecclesiastes looks 
at what people do if they close 
their Bibles and live as if there is 
no God. 

 

People look for happiness.  

But where do people look?  

Pete loved cars.  Enter Pete. 

From the age of six all Pete 
wanted, all he thought about, all 
he talked about was cars. 

Pete holds up six fingers. 

One day Pete got a fantastic 
surprise! 

Pete jumps up and down. 
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His Mum had been shopping. Pete rubs hands together. 

And she’d bought him a 
matchbox car. 

Pete pulls out a matchbox car 
from pocket. 

Pete thought it was great. Pete gives the thumbs up. 

The wheels really worked. Pete spins the wheels. 

It looked just like a real car. Pete holds up car. 

He played and played and 
played with it. 

Pete plays with the car along 
the front of the stage. 

After a while Pete started to 
think that maybe the car wasn’t 
so great. 

Pete stands up and looks at the 
car, shakes his head. 

His arm got tired of pushing it 
around. 

Pete slowly shakes arm. 

His knees got sore from 
kneeling on the hard ground. 

Pete rubs knees. 

His back got sore from bending 
over. 

Pete rubs his back, stretches. 

Pete started to think of a new 
toy. 

Pete puts hand to head, 
thoughtful. 

A car that wouldn’t make him 
sore. 

Pete rubs back and shakes 
head. 

A car that would go by itself. Pete pretends his hand is a car 
and take off fast. 

A car that would work on a table 
so he didn't have to bend down. 

Pete indicates table height. 
 

A slot car! Pete holds one finger up, great 
idea! 

Every day, Pete begged his 
Mum for a slot car. 

Pete runs to left hand side of 
stage and pretends to beg from 
an invisible Mum. 

Every day, Pete begged his Dad 
for a slot car. 

Pete runs to right hand side of 
stage and pretends to beg from 
an invisible Dad. 

It was all he cared about. Pete looks desperate. 
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Then one day, Remove barrier to reveal slot 
cars on table. 

for Pete’s tenth birthday,   

Pete got a slot car. Sound effect: dramatic chord. 

Pete was extra happy.  Pete jumps up and down. 

Pete thought it was great! Pete gives thumbs up. 

The wheels really worked. Pete spins the wheels. 

The cars moved by themselves. Pete begins to play with the slot 
cars slowly. 

He didn’t have to bend down. Pete rolls shoulders, looks 
comfortable. 

Pete played and played and 
played with it. 

Pete continues to play, begins 
to over exaggerate the 
movement of the cars going 
round and round by making his 
head go round and round 
following the cars. 

After a while, Pete started to 
think. 

Pete increases speed of cars. 

Maybe the slot car wasn’t so 
great. 

 

The car just went round and 
round the same track. 

 

Sometimes the cars fell off the 
track. 

Car flies off. 

And the cars could only be used 
in the one spot, on the track. 

Pete picks up car and places it 
back on the track, disappointed. 

So Pete started to think of a 
new toy. 

Pete turns back on slot cars. 

A car that he could steer 
himself. 

Pete pretends to use a remote 
control car. 

A car that didn’t need a track. Pete waves hand at slot cars, as 
if to dismiss them. 

A car that he could take 
anywhere. 

Pete pretends to walk and use a 
remote control car. 
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A remote control car! Pete gives thumbs up. 

Every day, Pete begged his 
Mum for a remote control car. 

Pete runs to left hand side of 
stage and pretends to beg from 
an invisible Mum. 

Every day, Pete begged his Dad 
for a remote control car. 

Pete runs to right hand side of 
stage and pretends to beg from 
an invisible Dad. 

It was all Pete cared about.  Pete looks desperate. 

Finally Christmas came. Pete looks excited. 

Pete was thirteen. Pete holds up thirteen fingers. 

Pete woke up and ran to the 
Christmas tree. 

Pete runs off stage. 

And yes! There was a remote 
control car. 

Pete enters playing with a 
remote control car. 

Pete was extra happy!  

 Narrator reads this section of 
the script very fast as Pete 
continues to play with the 
remote control car. 

Pete thought it was great.  

The wheels really worked.  

The car moved by itself.  

He didn’t have to bend down.  

He could steer the car.  

It didn’t need a track.  

He could take it anywhere.  

Pete played and played and 
played with it every day. 

Pete begins to slow the car. 

After a while, Pete stops the car. 

Pete started to think that maybe 
the remote control car wasn’t so 
great. 

 

He got tired of chasing after the Pete accidentally starts it and 
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car. chases the car. 

He didn’t really feel like he was 
driving the car. 

Pete puts control down and 
pretends to drive a real car. 

Pete started to think of a new 
toy. 

Pete is thoughtful again. 

A car that he wouldn’t have to 
chase. 

Pete shakes head. 

A car that he could really drive. Pete pretends to drive and 
change gears. 

A car that was big. Pete indicates big. 

A car that was fast. Pete pretends to drive really 
fast. 

 Narrator reads the next section 
of script very, very fast. 

A car with a bored out three five 
one fully worked V8, nine inch 
diff, extractors, dual exhaust, 
triple S.U.’s, double pumpers 
and a beefy rear end. 

 

Every day, Pete begged his 
Mum for one. 

Pete runs to left hand side of 
stage and pretends to beg from 
an invisible Mum. 

Every day, Pete begged his Dad 
for one. 

Pete runs to right hand side of 
stage and pretends to beg from 
an invisible Dad. 

Every day, he saved and saved 
for one. 

Pete checks pockets. 

It was all Pete cared about. Pete looks desperate. 

Pete saved for four whole years. Pete paces up and down, 
checking pockets. 

And finally he had enough. Pete stops and faces audience, 
big grin. 

He bought his very own car!  Pete pulls keys out of pocket. 

Pete was extra happy. Pete does one big jump into the 
air and exits. 
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But…  

 Pause. 

 Sound effect: car starting up, 
then crashing. 

  
 

(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 
   

Pete crashed his car.  

His brand new car gone forever! Pete staggers back on stage, 
head bandaged, arm in sling, 
sits down in middle of stage, 
head down. 

Ecclesiastes chapter 5 says that 
people who love money will 
never have enough. 

 

They will want more and more.  

They will want a bigger version, 
a better version. 

 

No matter how much they own 
they only feel happy for a short 
time.   

 

Like a mist, happiness will be  
here one minute, gone the next. 

 

True happiness is not found in 
what we own, it’s found in loving 
the one who made the stuff. 

 

In loving God.  

Wanting more and more and 
more things pushes God out. 

 

So children love God, not 
things, and you will find 
happiness that lasts forever. 
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True Satisfaction 
Ecclesiastes 4-6 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - Wanting more and more and more things does not 
makes us happy for long. Loving God makes us truly happy 
forever.  
 
Memory Verse 
 
2 Corinthians 4:18 
or John 3.36a 
 
Both memory verses are available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 
 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about loving God, being rich in God because of 
Jesus and the problem of loving money. 
  
The Drink Skit 
 
Need: 

- two cans of drink (one of them empty) on a table 
 
Skit outline: 

- Two leaders enter both thirsty.  
- Conversation about how thirsty they are.  
- Both choose a can.  
- Leader who picks up the empty can keeps on drinking and 

drinking and drinking and drinking, but each time say how 
thirsty they are and how they need to go back for more. 

- Leader who picks up full can, opens it, downs it and says 
how satisfied they are. They don’t want anymore.  

 
Conclusion: 

- You can’t get full on an empty can. 
- Only a full can of drink will take away your thirst. 
- God has made us to know and love him. 
- And when we know and love him through Jesus, we feel fully 
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satisfied. 
- But what if we take God out of the picture. 
- Then no matter what we fill our life with, we will never be 

satisfied.  
- It’s like drinking from a can that’s empty all our life. 
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True Satisfaction 
Ecclesiastes 4-6 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - Wanting more and more and more things does not 
makes us happy for long. Loving God makes us truly happy 
forever.  

  
Fill The Nest Game  
 
Equipment 

- five hoops 
- seven beanbags 

 
Instructions: 

- Play multiple games if there are more than fifteen children. 
- Place five hoops in a square with one hoop in the middle.  
- Fill the middle hoop with the seven beanbags.   
- Stand one child in each of the four empty outer hoops. 
- On "Go" all the children run to the centre hoop and grab one 

beanbag to take back to their original hoop.   
- The aim is for them to fill their nest (hoop) with three 

beanbags. 
- Children can only pick up one beanbag at a time.  
- When the centre hoop is empty they then can take from their 

neighbours’ hoops.  
- First child to collect three is the winner. 

 
Conclusion: 

- This game is a picture of what people do. 
- They want to collect more and more and more.  
- People love the feeling of happiness that getting stuff brings. 
- But the feeling of happiness doesn’t last. 
- So they have to get more and more. 
- But no matter how much they get, the feeling of happiness 

will never last. 
- Our true happiness that lasts forever is only found in loving 

God. 
- Love God’s Son Jesus and you’ll find happiness that lasts 

forever. 
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Dressing Up 
 
Equipment 

- pile of girls clothes, for 16 girls 
- pile of boys clothes, for 16 boys 

 
Instructions: 

- Divide into boys and girls. 
- Divide the girls into teams of four and the boys into teams of 

four. 
- Play multiple games if you have lots of children. 
- Place a pile of girl’s clothes in the middle four girl’s groups. 
- Place a pile of boy’s clothes in the middle of four boy’s 

groups. 
- Stand each group the same distance from the pile of clothes. 
- Each group selects one child in the group to dress up. 
- On "Go" one child from each group runs and grabs one piece 

of clothing and races back and dresses his/her teammate. 
- When the clothing has been placed on the child, another 

team member races in and selects another piece of clothing. 
- Continue until all clothing from the centre pile has been 

used. 
- The team who manages to dress its teammate in the most 

clothes wins. 
- Ask each child who has multiple clothes on how he/she 

feels.  
 
Conclusion: 

- Nobody wears all the clothes in his/her wardrobe at the 
same time! 

- It would look ridiculous and we’d be far too hot if we did. 
- But people keep on buying more and more and more 

clothes. 
- Our clothes get worn out, or we get tired of wearing them or 

they don’t look new anymore. 
- Buying clothes makes people feel happy - but only for a little 

while. 
- True happiness that lasts forever is only found in loving God. 
- Love God’s Son Jesus and you’ll find happiness that lasts 

forever. 
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Ordering Activity 
 
Need: 

- collect all the cars/keys used in the children’s talk (you may 
like to find a large picture of a fast looking car to go with the 
set of keys) 

 
Instructions: 

- Have the children put the keys in order - what Pete wanted 
first, second, third… 

 
Discuss: 

- Which car did he like first?  
- Why did he get sick of it?  
- Which car did he want then?  

  ... and so on until all the cars have been discussed.  
  
Note: select children to come and have a turn at using the remote 
control and slot cars. Be careful not to break the cars!  
 
Story Time 
 
Use the script titled, The Parable Of The Foolish Farmer (pages 
53-55) and the PowerPoint (indicated in the script) and retell the 
parable from Luke 12. 
 
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Warning: check for allergies before handing out lollies. 
 
Need: 
- Download the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil of the visi-wheel 
titled, The Foolish Farmer and the circle with the missing 
wedge. Copy both onto A4 cardboard and cut the outside of 
the circle and the wedge out of the circle. Overlay the circle 
with wedge missing over the visi-wheel and attach together 
using a split pin. Make one per group or one per child. 

- Download the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencils (available in 
Kidswise Membership). Find the set of pictures titled, Rich 
Because Of Jesus. Copy and cut two per group. 

- Wrapped lollies, one per child. 
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Icebreaker: 
- What things do you like to spend your pocket money on? 
- Or, if you had more money what would you spend it on? 

 
Activity: 
- Hand out lollies and ask children to see who can make their 

lolly last the longest. Encourage children to tell you when 
their lolly is all gone. 

- As a group retell The Parable Of the Foolish Farmer using 
the visi-wheel to help children as they retell. 

 
Discuss: 
- Remember the story about Pete and his cars? What did the 

farmer love? What did Pete love? 
(bigger better barns, getting rich, bigger better cars, getting 
richer) 

 
- There was no room in their lives for God. All they thought 

about was getting more and more. How did Pete feel every 
time he got a new car? 
(extra happy) 

 
- Did the bigger barn or better car keep the farmer or Pete 

happy forever? 
(no, they wanted something better, something bigger) 

 
- What happened to Pete/the farmer in the end?  

(Pete’s car crashed, the farmer died) 
 
- What happened to their cars/barns?  

(cars were forgotten or destroyed, barns fell down) 
 
- Is it possible to love something that will make you happy 

forever? 
 
Application: 
- Lay out the double set of pictures titled, Rich Because Of 

Jesus for all children to see. When you become a child of 
God, you are rich now and rich forever. Which of these (read 
out statement below) makes you the most happy? Select 
one and explain why that one was chosen. 
 

Because of Jesus all my sins are forgiven. 
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God chose me to be his child before the world was made. 
God loved me before my Mum and Dad loved me. 
I have a future home in Heaven booked and paid for by Jesus. 
The God who made the world listens and answers my prayers. 
I am never alone because God is always with me. 
 
- If God gives you lots of money you may begin to love it more 

than God. What can you do with your money to make sure 
you love God more than it?  
(be generous, give money to things that help God’s Kingdom 
grow) 

 
Conclusion: 

- God wants us to love him the most.  
- More than toys, more than pocket money, more than 

anything! 
- What do you think about most?  
- What do you talk about most?  
- What do you wish for most? 
- Let’s ask God to help us to love him more than anything 

else. 
- Because then we will be happy now and forever. 

  
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Dear God, – thank you – that because of Jesus – I am rich with 
you forever. – I’m sorry for the times – when I have loved my 
things and money – more than I have loved you. – Please help me 
– to love you – more than anything. – Amen. 
 
Individual Prayer 
Use the picture they chose in the application activity and put it into 
a prayer. 
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Junk Craft  
 
Need: 

- shoebox, one per child 
-  junk craft (bottle top lids, matchboxes, stickers…) 
- wood glue, sticky tape, masking tape 
- scissors 

 
Instructions: 

- Encourage children to make a car from a shoebox and junk 
craft. 

  
The Foolish Farmer Craft  
 
If you made one visi-wheel per child (see page 49) provide 
coloured pencils to colour the pictures on their visi-wheel. 
 
Imaginary Play 
 
Provide play stations and discuss the following as children play: 
 

- Dress ups (people spend lots and lots of money on clothes, 
the feeling of happiness people have when they buy 
something new only lasts a short time, clothes won’t make 
you truly happy) 
 

- Cars, roadway, road signs… (people spend lots and lots of 
money buying cars, the feeling of happiness people have 
when they buy something new only lasts a short time, cars 
won’t make you truly happy) 

 
- Dolls house, furniture… (people spend lots and lots of money 

buying a house, the feeling of happiness people have when 
they buy something new only lasts a short time, houses 
won’t make you truly happy) 
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  The Parable of the Rich Fool 
             Luke 12:13-21 
 
PowerPoint - script by Sandy Galea.  
Main Point - It is very stupid to spend your whole life getting richer 
and richer and richer. To God, you are really poor.  
 
Instructions 
Owen Shelley has generously given permission for his book, 
‘Visualised Bible Stories for the Overhead Projector’ to be 
published on the Kidswise web site.  
To use this talk you will need to download the PowerPoint titled, 
The Parable Of The Rich Fool PowerPoint (available in Kidswise 
Membership).  
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
! Voice of Farmer 
! Data Projector  
! Screen 
! PowerPoint - see Instructions 

 

Script (Narrator) Pictures 

There once was a farmer. Picture 1. 

He was a very rich farmer.  

He had good soil.  

And his corn grew faster than all 
the other farmers. 

 

So at harvest time, he had much 
more corn than all the other 
farmers. 

 

He was happy.  

But the farmer had a problem.  

He had heaps of corn.  

But his old barn was too small to 
store all the corn. 

Picture 2.  

It was far too small!  
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So the farmer had a think.  

At last he said,  

(Voice of farmer)  

“No worries!  

I will knock down this old barn 
and build a bigger, better barn. 

 

Then next year, I will be rich.  

Rich enough to have a rest.’”  

(Narrator)  

So the farmer set to work.  

He pulled down the old barn, 
and he built a new bigger, better 
barn. 

Picture 3. 

But, at harvest time the next 
year, the new barn was full of 
corn. 

 

You see the farmer had been 
greedy. 

 

He had planted even more corn.  

And some carrots as well.  

So the farmer said to himself,  

(Voice of farmer)  

“No worries.  

I will build the most spectacular 
barn in all the world. 

 
 

Then next year, I can have a 
really great holiday. 

Picture 4. 
 

I will be so rich, I will never have 
to work again!” 

 

(Narrator)  

But that very night, while the 
farmer was asleep, he died. 

Picture 5.  

And the biggest, grandest barn  
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in all the world stood empty. 

The rich farmer never did get to 
have a party. 

 

He never got time to enjoy being 
rich. 

 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Jesus said,  

"It is very, very silly for anyone 
to spend their whole life trying to 
get richer and richer. 

 

To God, they are really poor.”  

Children, be rich.   

Trust in Jesus!  
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True Satisfaction 
Ecclesiastes 4-6 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - Wanting more and more and more things does not 
makes us happy for long. Loving God makes us truly happy 
forever.  
 
The Game Of Life  
 
Warning: check for allergies before setting up food stalls. 
 
Need: 

- Purchase the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencils (available in 
Kidswise Membership). Find the money stencils (notes and 
coins) and print the same amount of money per child. 

- Equipment needed depends on the stalls created (see 
suggestion list below). 

- Leader dressed as a robber who comes and steals money 
from children every now and again. 

- Leader dressed as a policeman who comes and fines 
children. 

 
Instructions: 

- This simulation game runs for about 30 minutes with children 
being given the same amount of money at the beginning of 
the game. 

- Stalls can have both an element of earning more money by 
working on the stall or by winning prizes, as well as having 
an element of purchasing items from the stall. 

- Children have the choice to save their money or earn more. 
- Or they can spend their money. 
- Throughout the game money is stolen from children by a 

robber or a policeman goes around fining children. 
  
Suggested stalls: 

- lolly store 
- real estate 
- dance party 
- DS games 
- mobile phone stores 
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- risk it all game 
- clothing store 
- hair salon 
- job stall where children do something hard to earn money 

(e.g. jump rope 20 times and earn 5 coins, the harder the 
activity the more coins you get) 

- boot camp 
- photo booth (using a computer) 

 
Conclusion: 
- We all began with the same amount of money. 
- We could buy great clothes, toys, food and fun! 
- And it was great fun! 
- But the feeling of happiness doesn’t last. 
- So we needed more money. 
- Most people think money will bring people true happiness. 
- But true happiness that lasts for eternity is found in loving 

God. 
- The only one who can make you rich with God is Jesus. 
- Being rich with God begins with Jesus and lasts for all 

eternity. 
 
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Warning: check for allergies before handing out lollies. 
 
Need: 
- Copy one set per triplet of the Matching Activity on page 61. 
- Download the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the set of pictures titled, Rich 
Because Of Jesus. Copy and cut two per group. 

- Wrapped lollies, one per child 
- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 

 
Icebreaker: 
- What things do you like to spend your pocket money on? 
- Or, if you had more money what would you spend it on? 

 
Activity: 
- Hand out lollies and ask children to see who can make their 

lolly last the longest. Encourage children to tell you when 
their lolly is all gone. 

- In triplets or pairs ask children to read and match the 



 

© 2013 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

58 

sentence halves.  
 
Read Ecclesiastes 5:10-16 
- Did you match the sentences correctly? 

 
- Ask pairs of children to look at one sentence and discuss 

what that sentence tells them about loving money. Report 
back to the group what they’ve learnt. Below are some points 
you may like to try to draw out as children begin to discuss. 

 
1. Money never satisfies for long. You just chase after more of 

it. 
2. Money attracts people who only love you for the money you 

have to spend on them. 
3. The more you get the more you have to worry about, and the 

more attracted thieves are to your wealth. 
4. Just because you have lots doesn’t mean that you aren’t in 

danger of loosing it all. There is no security in having lots of 
money. 

5. You’re born with nothing and, no matter how much you 
accumulate, you take nothing with you. 
 

Matching Activity Answers 
A person who loves money will never have enough to make him 
happy. He will always want more. 
The more money a person has, the more friends he has to spend 
his money on. So what has he gained? 
The more money a person has, the more he has to worry about. 
A person saves up lots and lots of money but then they can lose 
the lot in a bad deal. 
A person is born with nothing and takes nothing with him/her when 
he/she dies. 
 
Discuss: 
- Who still has their lolly? Who will have their lolly next week 

when we come back? What about tomorrow? This 
afternoon? Why not? 
(lollies don’t last, they taste great for a while but then they’re 
gone, the same with money, it gives us happiness but it just 
doesn’t last long) 

 
Read Psalm 49:6-7, 12 (optional) 
- What can’t a rich person buy? 
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(can’t pay for their own life, can’t pay to live forever) 
 
Read Matthew 6:19-21 
- Remember the talk about the boy? Where was Pete’s heart? 

What did he love and live for? 
(he loved and lived for cars) 
 

- How do you make sure that you are storing up treasure in 
heaven that won’t break or get stolen? What does it mean to 
store up treasure in heaven? 
(all the choices we make to love God now will be 
remembered for eternity, we get to love God now and 
forever)   

 
Application: 
- Lay out the double set of pictures of titled, Rich Because Of 

Jesus for all children to see. When you become a child of 
God, you are rich now and rich forever. Which of these (read 
out statement below) makes you the most happy? Select 
one and explain why you chose that one. 
 

Because of Jesus all my sins are forgiven. 
God chose me to be his child before the world was made. 
God loved me before my Mum and Dad loved me. 
I have a future home in Heaven booked and paid for by Jesus. 
The God who made the world listens and answers my prayers. 
I am never alone because God is always with me. 
 
- As a follower of Jesus, are you able to enjoy the good things 

God gives us here on earth?  
(yes, we are to enjoy all the good things God has given us) 
 

- If God gives you lots of money what is the best way of 
making sure you don’t end up loving it more than God? 
(be generous, give money to things that help God’s Kingdom 
grow) 

 
Conclusion: 
- Wanting more and more and more things does not bring 

lasting happiness.  
- We will always want something bigger and better. 
- Because whatever we have will only make us happy for a 

short time. 
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- And the more we own the more we have to worry about. 
- To be truly happy forever, love God.  

  
Prayer Time 
 
- Have the children identify things they love a lot. Ask God to 

help them love him more than that thing.  
- Use the picture they chose in the application activity and put 

it into a prayer. 
 
Fill The Nest Game (optional) 
 
Equipment (per group):   

- five hoops 
- seven beanbags 

 
Instructions: 

- Place five hoops in a square with one hoop in the middle.  
- Fill the middle hoop with the seven beanbags.   
- Stand one child in each of the four empty outer hoops. 
- On "go" all the children run to the centre hoop and grab one 

beanbag to take back to their original hoop.   
- The aim is for them to fill their nest (hoop) with three 

beanbags. 
- Children can only pick up one beanbag at a time.  
- When the centre hoop is empty they then can take from their 

neighbours’ hoops.  
- First child to collect three is the winner. 

 
Conclusion: 

- This game is a picture of what people do. 
- They want to collect more and more and more.  
- People think that the more they have, the happier they will 

be. 
- We forget that it is God who has given it all to us. 
- Our job is to use what he's given us wisely. 
- The wise use of money is always to give God some money 

back. 
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Matching Activity  
 
A person who loves money will never… 
 
have enough to make him happy. He 
will always want more. 
The more money a person has… 
 
the more friends he has to spend his 
money on. 
The more money a person has… 
 
the more he has to worry about. 
 
A person saves up lots of money but 
then… 
He/she can lose the lot in a bad deal. 
 
A person is born with nothing… 
 
and takes nothing with him/her when 
he/she dies 
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What We Do Matters 
Ecclesiastes 7-9 

 
Narrated Drama - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - If we close our Bibles, life begins to look like nothing 
we do matters. If we open our Bibles then everything we do 
matters.	
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
! Actor 1 - male (needs to be able to whistle) 
! Actor 2 - female (needs to be able to whistle) 

 

Script (Narrator) Actions 

Does anything we do matter?  

That’s the question the writer of 
Ecclesiastes asks. 

 

After all, good people have bad 
things happen to them.  

 

And bad people have good 
things happen to them. 

 

It doesn’t seem to matter if we 
do good or we do bad? 

 

(pause) Actors enter. 

What if you stole your sister’s 
lollies?   

Actor 2 mimes eating lollies  
from lolly bag. 
Actor 1 creeps up and steals  
lollies from Actor 2.  

No one saw you do it.   

And your sister didn’t notice 
they were missing? 

Actor 2 continues to eat,  
unaware lolly is missing. 

Does it matter if no one knows? Actor 1 smiles and whistles as  
he walks away enjoying lolly. 

(pause)  

What if you said bad words 
inside your head?  

Actor 2 mimes being angry but 
out of sight of Actor 1 (shakes 
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fist behind back, turns and is 
frustrated…) 

No one heard you say them.  

No one even knew you are 
angry. 

 

Does it matter if no one knows? Actor 2 smiles and whistles as  
she walks away. 

(pause)  

What if you cheated in a test? Actors 1 and 2 mime sitting for 
an exam. Actor 1 sneaks a 
quick look at answers written on 
his arm. 

And got away with it? Actor 1 smiles and whistles as  
he continues exam. 

Does it matter if no one knows?  

(pause)  

What if you tripped up the 
school bully on purpose?  

Actor 2 puts foot out and trips 
Actor 1. 

No one saw you do it.  

The bully never even suspected 
it was you. 

Actor 1 gets up angry looking  
for someone to blame,  
dismisses that it could be Actor  
2. 

Does it matter if no one knows? Actor 2 smiles and whistles as  
she pretends to look elsewhere. 

(pause)  

What if you told a lie?   Actor 1 crosses fingers behind 
his back and mimes speaking to 
Actor 2. Note: audience needs 
to see fingers crossed. 

And you got away with it?   

What if no one ever found out?   

Does it matter if no one knows? Actor 1 smiles and whistles as  
he exits. 
Actor 2 exits after him. 
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(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Does what we do matter?  

Why not do bad things if we can 
get away with them? 

 

What’s the harm if no one ever 
finds out? 

 

In Ecclesiastes chapter 9, we 
read that, good or bad, all 
people die. 

 

One day everyone will stand 
before God. 

 

And God knows.   

God knows it all and he will 
judge us all. 

 

Everything we’ve ever thought, 
said or done in secret. 

 

But there is good news.  	
Good news for everyone who 
puts their trust in Jesus.  

	

Because of Jesus, God will not 
remember our sins. 

 

And because of Jesus, God will 
remember every obedient  
choice we make. 

 

What we do here on earth does 
matter. 

 

It matters to God.  
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What We Do Matters 
Ecclesiastes 7-9:12 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - If we close our Bibles life begins to look like nothing 
we do matters. If we open our Bibles then everything we do 
matters. 
 
Memory Verse 
 
2 Corinthians 4:18 
or John 3.36a 
 
Both memory verses are available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about God being all knowing, as well as songs 
about living for God. 
  
Activity 
 
Need: 

- data projector, computer, screen 
 
Instructions: 

- Show the youtube clip of Steven Bradbury’s Winter Olympic 
gold medal win. Note: you may like to show only the last few 
laps. 

- Explain that this man was not expected to win. He only got 
into the finals because people had fallen over in the semis 
and he’d won unexpectedly. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAADWfJO2qM&list=TLDvXdz1
Da_gQ 
 
Conclusion: 

- All the other competitors fell over and he won! 
- Was it fair that Steven won? 
- He was coming last the entire race. 
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- He only won because the others fell over. 
- Life is like that. 
- Ecclesiastes says that sometimes in life the strong don’t win 

the battle. 
- The smart don’t become rich. 
- The fast don’t always win the race. 
- Things don’t always go the way we think they should go. 
- There are no guarantees. 
- Ecclesiastes reminds us that without God nothing in life is 

certain. 
 
 



 

© 2013 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

67 

 What We Do Matters 
Ecclesiastes 7-9:12 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - If we close our Bibles life begins to look like nothing 
we do matters. If we open our Bibles then everything we do 
matters. 

 
The Right Choice 
  
Need: 
- a large room/hall, clear of furniture 
- chair  
- blindfold 
 

Instructions:  
- Select one child to sit on the chair blindfolded.  
- Number each corner one to four and make sure all children 

know each corner’s number. 
- Children move to the centre of the room. 
- Leader shouts out, Choose. 
- Children have 5 seconds to select a corner by moving there 

quickly. 
- When all children have made their selection, the blindfolded 

child on the chair selects a number from 1 to 4. 
- Every child who has chosen that corner is out. 
- The rest of the children then move back to the centre, and 

the game is repeated until only one child is left. 
- Repeat, changing the child sitting on the chair. 

 
Conclusion: 
- If you chose the right corner in this game, you won.  
- There is only one choice that matters. 
- Choose to trust Jesus. 
- Because as soon as you trust Jesus, then you can be certain 

that God will forget every sin you ever did. 
- If you don’t trust Jesus, then you can be certain that God will 

remember every sin you ever did. 
- What we do here on earth matters. 
- Because God knows it all. 
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Being Certain  
 
Need: 
- set of cards (page 81) with instructions that will ensure the 

team wins the next round 
- set of foam hockey sticks, ball and goal posts (or can use a 

soft ball, newspaper bats, chairs for goal posts) 
 
Cards: 
- Opposing team plays the next round on their knees. 
- Opposing team plays the next round with only half the team. 
- Your team can select two leaders to play on your team for 

the next round. 
- Opposing team has to play next round backwards. 
- Opposing team has to play next round hopping on one leg. 
- Opposing team has to play next round with one hand only on 

the hockey sticks. 
 
Instructions: 
- Divide the children into teams and play hockey (i.e. teams 

shooting for goals). 
- Each time a goal is scored, the leader selects a team 

member from the losing team to come and randomly select a 
card. 

- The next round is played according to the instructions on the 
card. 

- Continue until all cards have been used. 
- Winning team is the one that scores the most goals. 

 
Conclusion: 
- The cards made it certain your team would win the round. 
- If you believe in Jesus you are certain about one thing. 
- Your future. 
- If you believe in Jesus, then God will not remember any of 

your sins. 
- If you believe in Jesus, then God will remember every 

obedient choice you make for him.  
- Because of Jesus we can be 100% certain. 
- But if you don’t believe in Jesus then you can be 100% 

certain that God will remember all of your sins.  
- And any good thing you do will be forgotten forever. 
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Story Time 
 
Option 1 
Use the script titled, The Parable Of The Net (pages 73-74) as a 
guide and retell the parable using the following props: 
- net (can be large string bag)  
- fish (can use the ones found in the  file titled, Ecclesiastes 

Stencils) 
 
Option 2 
Use the script titled, The Parable Of The Net (pages 73-74) as a 
guide and retell the story using felt shapes and a felt board. 
Felt shapes:  
- fisherman, boat 
- net (onion bag) 
- fish 

  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 
- Download the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencils of fish (with ticks 
and crosses on them). Copy and cut one set per group. 
Attach a large paper clip to each fish. 

- Purchase or make a magnetic fishing rod (one per group). 
 
Icebreaker: 

- What things have you done that no one knows about except 
God? 

 
Discuss: 

- In the kid’s talk, what things did the actors do that no one 
knew about? 
(cheated, lied, stole, tripped up the bully, said rude words 
inside their head….) 
 

- If no one knows about the bad things we do and no one ever 
finds out about them, is it okay to do them? Who always 
knows? 
(no, because God knows about them, he will judge us for 
everything we do, say, think…) 
 

- What happens to everyone, whether they have been good or 
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bad? 
(good or bad all people die, it doesn’t matter what you’ve 
done in your life, the same end is for all) 

 
Fishing Activity: use the magnetic fishing rod and have children 
fish one fish out and sort the fish into two groups. 
 
Discuss: 
- In Jesus’ story, what did the fisherman do with the fish?  

(put the good fish in one pile and the bad fish in another pile) 
 
- When Jesus comes back, he is going to put us into two 

groups. Those who love him and follow him go into one 
group. Jesus takes them home to be with him forever. What 
is on the good fish?  
(a tick) 

 
- Everyone has sinned and done wrong things, so why do 

these fish have ticks and not crosses? What has Jesus done 
with all the bad things we’ve done wrong? 
(he died to take the punishment for them, they’re all gone, 
God forgets them, that’s why the fish have a tick and not a 
cross - Jesus has taken our sin away)  

 
- What’s on the fish that are in the other group? Why? 

(a cross, God will remember their sin always) 
 
Conclusion: 
- People think that by doing good, somehow God will 

remember that and be happy with them.  
- But if we ignore Jesus, then no matter what good we do we 

can’t be friends with God.  
 
Application: 

- Has God remembered your sin or has he forgotten them all? 
Why? Why not?  
 

- If we believe in Jesus, then God forgets our sin but 
remembers the good things we do because we love Jesus. 
How does this make you feel? What good things do you do 
because you now love Jesus?  
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Conclusion: 
- What you do in life matters. 
- It matters to God. 
- So fear him and turn to Jesus, then he promises to forget 

every bad thing you’ve ever done. 
- Fear him and live your lives doing good to others. 
- And God will remember it all. 
- Everything you do for Jesus puts a smile on God’s face. 

  
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Dear God, – thank you that – because of Jesus – you will not 
remember any of the bad things – we do, say or think. - Thank you 
that because of Jesus – and because we love Jesus - all the good 
things we do  – you will remember forever.  – Amen 
 
Individual Prayer 

- Thank God that because of Jesus their sin is forgotten and 
the good things they do because they love Jesus are 
remembered. 

- Pray for friends and family who ignore Jesus. 
  
Hanging Fish Craft 
 

- Download the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencils (available in 
Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil of a fish with gills. 
Copy and cut one per child from A3 cardboard.  

- Cut along the slits in the middle of the fish (i.e. the gills).  
- Provide alfoil, cellophane and shiny scrap paper for the 

children to decorate both sides of the fish.  
- You will need to provide wood glue to glue the alfoil on. 

When finished, attach string to the top of the fish.  
- Push every second gill out to one side of the fish, and then 

the opposite side.  
- The fish should look three dimensional (with gills coming out 

either side) when finished. 
  
Imaginary Play 
 

• Fishing game - provide a magnetic fishing rod and fish set for 
the children (these are commercially available). You can also 
make a set using a string attached to a long cardboard roll 
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with a magnet on the end of the string to use as a fishing rod 
and cardboard fish with large paper clips on each one. Note: 
never leave children alone with this equipment. 

 
• Jigsaw puzzles - provide jigsaw puzzles of boats and fish for 

the children to play with.  
 

• Sorting activity - provide things for the children to sort into 
groups (e.g. coloured pencils, pencils and crayons, cars and 
trucks, zoo animals and farm animals). 
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The Parable Of The Net 
Matthew 13:47-52 

 
Sometimes people who do bad things seem to get away with it. 
They don’t get caught. 
No one sees. 
They don’t get punished. 
In Ecclesiastes it reminds us that no matter if we’ve done good or 
bad there is one thing that happens to every person. 
Life comes to an end. 
One day, we will all stand before God. 
And God knows everything. 
Jesus told stories called parables. 
Some of Jesus’ stories help us understand what will happen to 
everyone when this world comes to an end. 
Like this story about a fisherman. 
(pause) 
A fisherman went out one day to catch some fish. 
The weather was good, his net was strong, and he was ready! 
So he threw his net out into the water. 
And he threw his net out into the water. 
And he threw his net out into the water. 
Till all at once, his net was full of fish - lots and lots and lots of fish. 
The fisherman pulled and pulled and pulled the net. 
He dragged the fish ashore. 
The fisherman set about sorting the fish. 
The good fish would go in one pile, and the bad fish would go in 
another pile. 
The fisherman looked at the first fish.  
He smiled and put the fish in the good pile. 
Then the fisherman looked at the second fish and frowned. 
That fish would not do. 
He put the fish in the bad pile. 
The fisherman picked up every fish. 
Some fish he put in the good pile but others he put in the bad pile. 
The fisherman did this until all the fish were sorted. 
And so the fisherman's work was done. 

 
Conclusion: 
When Jesus comes back he will put all of us into two groups. 
One group will go to be with him in Heaven forever. 
The other group, will not. 
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If you love the Lord Jesus, then your sin is gone. Jesus has made 
you perfect. 
He did that when he died on the cross for you. 
And God promises to forget all your sin. 
But, if you ignore Jesus, then God will remember all of your sin – 
even the things you did that no one else knows about. 
And you will be separated from him forever. 
Children do you know which group you are going to be in? 
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 What We Do Matters 
Ecclesiastes 7-9:12 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - If we close our Bibles life begins to look like nothing 
we do matters. If we open our Bibles then everything we do 
matters. 
 
Secret Winks 
 
Variation on Murder Winks. Note: avoid the murder instruction 
when describing this game. There’s no need to have children 
miming they’ve been murdered by another child. The games works 
fine by asking them to roll backwards out of the game. 
 
Note: if you have more than twenty children play multiple 
games at the same time.  
 
Need: 

- clear open space 
 
Instructions: 

- Form groups of twenty, seated in a circle on the floor. 
- Select a child to be in (sits in the middle of the circle). 
- Ask all children to close their eyes and put their heads down. 
- Leader walks around the outside of the circle and taps one 

child on the head. 
- Ask children to open their eyes. 
- The aim is for the child who was tapped to wink at other child 

in the circle without being seen by the child sitting in the 
centre of the circle. 

- If a child is winked at they fall backwards and are out of the 
game. 

- Note: the child in centre can’t guess who is doing the 
winking, they must actually see them wink. 

- Continue until all children have been winked out of the game 
or until child has been caught winking. 

- Play again swapping roles. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Sometimes we do the wrong thing and no one sees us do it. 
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- If no one sees us, no one catches us and we get away with 
it, is that okay? 

- If you keep your Bible closed and forget that God knows 
everything, and you may think it’s okay. 

- But God knows it all - even the things we do in secret. 
- And one day everyone will stand before him and he will ask 

all of them what they did with the life that he gave them. 
- What we do does matter. 
- It matters to God. 

 
The Right Choice 
  
Need: 
- a large room/hall, clear of furniture 
- chair  
- blindfold 
 

Instructions:  
- Select one child to sit on the chair blindfolded.  
- Number each corner one to four and make sure all children 

know each corner’s number. 
- Children move to the centre of the room. 
- Leader shouts out, Choose. 
- Children have 5 seconds to select a corner by moving there 

quickly. 
- When all children have made their selection, the blindfolded 

child on the chair selects a number from 1 to 4. 
- Every child who has chosen that corner is out. 
- The rest of the children then move back to the centre, and 

the game is repeated until only one child is left. 
- Repeat, changing the child sitting on the chair. 

 
Conclusion: 
- If you chose the right corner in this game, you won.  
- There is only one choice that matters. 
- Choose to trust Jesus. 
- Because as soon as you trust Jesus, then you can be certain 

that God will forget every sin you ever did. 
- If you don’t trust Jesus, then you can be certain that God will 

remember every sin you ever did. 
- What you do here on earth matters. 
- Because God knows it all. 
- And without Jesus he will never forget any of your sin. 
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Being Certain  
 
Need: 
- set of cards (page 81) with instructions that will ensure the 

team wins the next round 
- set of foam hockey sticks, ball and goal posts (or can use a 

soft ball, newspaper bats, chairs for goal posts) 
 
Cards: 
- Opposing team plays the next round on their knees. 
- Opposing team plays the next round with only half the team. 
- Your team can select two leaders to play on your team for 

the next round. 
- Opposing team has to play next round backwards. 
- Opposing team has to play next round hopping on one leg. 
- Opposing team has to play next round with one hand only on 

the hockey sticks. 
 
Instructions: 
- Divide the children into teams and play hockey (i.e. teams 

shooting for goals). 
- Each time a goal is scored, the leader selects a team 

member from the losing team to come and randomly select a 
card. 

- The next round is played according to the instructions on the 
card. 

- Continue until all cards have been used. 
- Winning team is the one that scores the most goals. 

 
Conclusion: 
- The cards made it certain your team would win the round. 
- You had a big advantage over the opposing team. 
- You had nothing to fear. 
- If you believe in Jesus you are certain about one thing. 
- Your future. 
- If you believe in Jesus, then God will not remember any of 

your sins. 
- If you believe in Jesus, then God will remember every 

obedient choice you make for him.  
- Because of Jesus you can be 100% certain. 
- But of you don’t believe in Jesus then you can be 100% 

certain that God will remember all of your sins.  
- And any good thing you do will be forgotten forever. 
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Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 
- Copy Matching Activity, page 82, one set per triplet (cut and 

mixed up) 
- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 

 
Icebreaker: 

- Some people think that if you do good then good things will 
happen to you. Can you think of good people who’ve had 
bad things happen to them? 

 
Discuss: 

- Throughout the book of Eccelsiastes the writer keeps on 
saying, ‘life under the sun’. What does he mean by that?  

- He is talking about peope who live with their Bibles closed 
and live as if there is no God. 

 
Activity: 

- In triplets or pairs ask children to read and match the 
sentence halves.  

- These sentences are the things that happen in life that don’t 
seem fair. 

 
Read Ecclesiastes 7:15, 8:14, 9:11-12  
 
- Did you match the sentences correctly? 
- Were there any surprises? 

 
Matching Activity Answers 

1. Bad people live long lives. 
2. Bad things happen to good people. 
3. Good things happen to bad people. 
4. The fast don’t always win the race. 
5. The strong don’t always win the battle. 
6. The smart don’t always become wealthy. 

 
- What unfair things have happened to you? 

 
Note: if your group is struggling with so many passages then 
simply ask the questions below. Don’t read Ecclesiastes 7:2. 
 
Read Ecclesiastes 7:2  
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- What happens to everyone, whether they have been good or 

bad? 
(good or bad all people die, it doesn’t matter what you’ve 
done in your life, the same end is for all) 
 

- Optional: Why is it better to go to a funeral than to a party? 
(reminds us that life will come to an end and we need to be 
prepared for the end) 

 
Read Ecclesiastes 8:12  
 

- If we open our Bibles then we discover what we do does 
matter. What does this verse say we should do? 
(fear God, honour him, he sees and hears it all) 

 
Read Hebrews 6:10 

- If we love and follow Jesus then God says he will remember 
our sins no more. But there is something God will remember. 
What does Hebrews 6:10 says God remembers? 
(he remembers all the good we do because we love Jesus, 
he remembers the way we love and help people) 

 
Application: 

- People think that by doing good somehow God will 
remember that and be happy with them. But if we ignore 
Jesus, then no matter what good we do we can’t be friends 
with God. Has God remembered your sins or has he 
forgotten them all? Why? Why not?  
 

- If we believe in Jesus, then God forgets our sin but 
remembers the good things we do. How does this make you 
feel? What good things do you do because you now love 
Jesus?  

 
Conclusion: 

- What we do in life matters. 
- It matters to God. 
- So fear him and turn to Jesus, then he promises to forget 

every bad thing you’ve ever done. 
- Fear him and live your lives doing good to others. 
- And God will remember it all. 
- Everything you do for Jesus puts a smile on God’s face. 
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Prayer Time 
 

- Ask God to help you make obedient choices that put a smile 
on his face. 

- Pray for friends and family who ignore Jesus. 
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Opposing team plays the next 
round on knees. 
 
Opposing team plays the next 
round with only half the team. 
 
Your team can select two leaders 
to play on your team for the next 
round. 
 
Opposing team has to play next 
round backwards. 
 
Opposing team has to play next 
round hopping on one leg. 
 
Opposing team has to play next 
round with one hand only on the  
hockey sticks. 
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Matching Activity  
 
Bad people… 
live long lives. 
Bad things happen… 
to good people. 
Good things happen… 
to bad people. 
The fast don’t always… 
win the race. 
The strong don’t always…  
win the battle. 
The smart don’t always… 
become wealthy. 
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The Wise vs. The Fool 
Ecclesiastes 9:13-10 

 
PowerPoint - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - A wise nobody who is ignored is better than a foolish 
somebody whom people follow. A wise nobody who listens and 
obeys the words of Jesus is never ignored by his/her Father in 
Heaven. 
	
Instructions 
Download the PowerPoint titled, The Wise vs. The Fool 
PowerPoint (available in Kidswise Membership). 
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
! PowerPoint - see Instructions 
! Screen  
! Projector 

 

Script (Narrator) Pictures 

Better to be a wise nobody than 
a foolish somebody! 

Picture 1: title, reference, script, 
illustrations 

Ecclesiastes talks about the 
wise person and the fool.   

 

Things happen in life that don’t 
always go the way we think. 

 

Foolish people become powerful 
leaders. 

 

And wise people are forgotten.  

How does this happen?  

(pause)  

There once was a foolish man. Picture 2 

Let’s call him Foolish Fred.  

We know he was foolish 
because he talked a lot.   

Picture 3  

He talked a lot about things he 
knew nothing about. 
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He boasted loudly about things 
he’d was going to do.  

 

He would make quick decisions 
and never think about what 
would happen in the future. 

 

The people looked at Foolish 
Fred and were strangely 
impressed with him. 

Picture 4 

So impressed they made him 
their King. 

Picture 5  

Like all Foolish Kings, Fred 
thought he could do anything he 
wanted. 

 

And take anything he wanted.  

One day he saw a little town on 
a hill. 

Picture 6 

Only a few people lived inside 
the little town on the hill. 

 

Foolish Fred decided he wanted 
this town for himself. 

Picture 7 

He did not stop to think.   

Nor did he ask for advice.   

He ordered his people to 
prepare to attack the town. 

 

The people inside the little town 
on the hill heard what King Fred 
was planning and they were 
terrified. 

Picture 8 

How could they defend their 
town with so few people?  

 

They would not stand a chance 
against King Fred and his army. 

 

But living in that little town on 
the hill was a wise man. 

Picture 9 

Let’s call him Wise William.  
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We know he was wise because 
he would stop to think before he 
spoke. 

 

He would consider carefully 
what might happen to others. 

 

And he listened well.  

Wise William was poor and lived 
by himself on the edge of town. 

Picture 10 

And even though the people 
knew he was wise, they rarely 
took any notice of him.   

 

Meanwhile, King Fred and his 
army had surrounded the little 
town on the hill. 

Picture 11 

The people inside the little town 
on the hill panicked. 

 

They closed their gate but had 
no idea what to do next. 

Picture 12 

Then a still calm voice spoke 
out over the panic.  

 

It was Wise William. Picture 13 

The people turned and looked at 
him. 

 

Wise William had a plan. Picture 14 

And for the first time the people 
who lived in the small town on 
the hill took notice of what he 
had to say. 

 

Meanwhile King Fred’s army 
had begun to march up the hill 
towards the town. 

Picture 15 

Suddenly King Fred’s army 
stopped. 

 

All along the wall the tops of 
helmets and spears appeared. 

Picture 16 
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The entire wall looked as if it 
was lined with soldiers ready for 
battle. 

 

And then from inside the city 
wall came the sound of music 
and laughter.  

Picture 17 

King Fred looked at his soldiers. Picture 18 

Their faces were full of terror.  

The town on the hill was so well 
guarded that the people inside 
were celebrating already. 

 

Celebrating victory even before 
the battle had began. 

 

King Fred and his army fled in 
terror. 

Picture 19 

They were no match for such a 
town! 

 

And as King Fred and his army 
ran back down the hill, the 
people inside the town smiled.  

 

Wise William was right.  

They didn’t need an army. They 
only needed to look like they 
had an army. 

Picture 20 

An army cut from cardboard 
was all they needed. 

 

They all went home to celebrate 
with their families. 

 

And Wise William went back to 
living on the edge of town where 
hardly anyone ever noticed him.   

Picture 21 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Ecclesiastes reminds us that life 
here on earth does not go the 
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way it should. 

Foolish people can become 
powerful leaders, while wise 
people can be ignored. 

 

But the Bible is very clear. A 
wise nobody is better than a 
foolish somebody.  

 

I’ll say that again. Being a wise 
nobody is always, always better 
than being foolish somebody. 

 

Because the truly wise are those 
who listen to the words of Jesus 
and do what he says. 

 

People may ignore you because 
you listen to Jesus and do what 
he says. 

 

People may ignore you, but your 
Father in Heaven will never 
ignore you. 

 

Our Father in Heaven will never 
ignore anyone who listens to 
and obeys his one and only Son. 

 

And it’s his attention you want.  
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The Wise vs. The Fool 
Ecclesiastes 9:13-10 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - A wise nobody who is ignored is better than a foolish 
somebody who people follow. A wise nobody who listens and 
obeys the words of Jesus is never ignored by his/her Father in 
Heaven.	
 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs that speak about building your life on Jesus 
(listening to and doing what Jesus says) and having God’s love 
and attention as his child. 
  
DVD 
 
Show the DVD titled, Wise And Foolish Builders. 
Download the DVD from the Max7 web site (www.max7.org). 
 
Conclusion: 

- In the book of Matthew we read that Jesus told this parable 
about two men who built houses - one on rock, one on sand. 

- The wise person is the one who builds on firm ground, then 
his house will stand firm. 

- The wise person is the one who builds his life on Jesus and 
his words. 

- Wisdom is always, always about listening to Jesus’ words 
and doing what he says. 

- In Ecclesiastes we’re reminded that being wise is not always 
the most popular thing in this world. 

- But far better to be ignored for listening and obeying Jesus 
now, than to be ignored by God when you die. 

 
Memory Verse 
 
2 Corinthians 4:18  
or John 3.36a 
 
Both memory verses are available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 
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The Wise vs. The Fool 
Ecclesiastes 9:13-10 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - A wise nobody who is ignored is better than a foolish 
somebody whom people follow. A wise nobody who listens and 
obeys the words of Jesus is never ignored by his/her Father in 
Heaven.	
 
House Relay 
 
Need: 

- provide either shoeboxes (approximately 10 per team) or toy 
blocks (foam or light wooden blocks) 

 
Instructions: 

- Divide the children into teams. 
- Show every team how to build a house. 
- Place the same number of blocks in front of each team. 
- On Go, the first member of each team takes a block, runs to 

the end of the room and places it on the ground. 
- He/she then runs back and tips the next team member. 
- The second team member picks up a second block, runs to 

the end of the room and continues to build the house. 
- Continue until a house has been built. 
- The first team to build a house wins. 

 
Conclusion: 

- In Jesus’ parable about the two builders, the wind and waves 
came and the house built on the sand fell flat. 

- This is like a person who fails to listen to and obey Jesus. 
- In the end everything falls apart. 

 
Do the relay again in reverse, dismantling the houses one block at 
a time. 
 
Conclusion: 

- In Ecclesiastes the Writer tells us that sometimes the wise 
person is ignored. 

- And the foolish person is the one people follow. 
- If you listen to and obey Jesus you may be ignored by people, 
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but you will never be ignored by your Father in Heaven. 
- You will have his full attention, both now and forever. 

   
Story Time 
 
Use the script titled, The Wise vs The Fool (pages 83-87) and 
retell the story about Foolish Fred and Wise William using the 
following equipment: 

- wooden figurines for Fred, William and people 
- blocks for the hill and town 
- paper crown and material robe for Fred 
- paper soldiers with helmets and spears 

 
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Set of foam blocks, yellow material (one set per group) 
- Download the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership) and copy and cut out one set of 
smaller pictures of the children’s talk titled, The Wise vs. The 
Fool, per group. 

 
Icebreaker: 

- Have you ever been ignored? 
- How did you feel? 

 
Activity: 

- As a group sequence the pictures of The Wise vs. The Fool 
and retell the story together as a group. 

 
Discuss: 

- Why was Fred a fool? What did he do that was foolish? 
(he talked a lot about things he didn’t know, he didn’t listen, he 
wanted what he wanted, he didn’t do what was best for 
others, he only thought about himself) 

 
- Even though Fred was foolish, the people made him their 

King. Sometimes people choose to follow people who don’t 
make great leaders. Were the people wise in making Fred 
King? 
(no, he wouldn’t make good decisions, he would not care for 
or protect them) 
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- Why was William wise? What did he do that was wise? 

(he thought before he spoke, he listened, he thought about 
others first) 

 
- A wise nobody is better than a foolish somebody. How did 

William save the people in the little town on the hill from 
Foolish Fred? 
(he got the people to make paper soldiers and have a big 
party to pretend that they had a big army protecting them and 
they felt safe and secure) 

 
Conclusion: 

- This story about Fred and William is a made up story. 
- In Ecclesiastes chapter 9 there is a story of a poor wise man 

who saved a town from a powerful King. 
- We don’t know how the poor wise man did it - the Bible 

doesn’t say, but he did save the town. 
- But, just as in our story, the wise man was soon forgotten. 
- The people went back to their lives and ignored him as before. 
- Being wise doesn’t mean people will praise you and follow 

you. 
- In fact being wise can mean people ignore you and don’t like 

you. 
- Jesus tells us what the wise child is like. 

 
Activity: 

- As a group, build two houses out of foam blocks.  
- Build one on a piece of yellow material and the second on flat 

hard ground. 
 
Discuss: 

- What did the foolish man build his house on? 
(sand) 
 

- Why isn’t sand a good place to build a house? 
(soft and moves a lot, doesn’t stay in the same place) 
 

- What happened to his house when the rains came? 
(it fell over) 

 
As a group make the sound of rain and blow on the house built on 
yellow material. As they do leader shakes the material under the 
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house and makes the house fall down. 
 
Discuss: 

- What did the wise builder build his house on?  
(the rock) 

 
- What happened to his house? 

(it stood strong, even though the wind and rain came) 
 
As a group make the sound of rain and blow on the other house 
(be sure that it remains upright).  
 
Application: 

- Jesus said that a true follower listens to him and does what he 
says. Can other children tell that you love Jesus by what you 
do? 

- How do you feel when people ignore you or make fun of you 
because you follow Jesus? 

- How do you feel knowing that God your Father never ignores 
you? 

 
Conclusion: 

- In Ecclesiastes it says that sometimes the wise person is 
ignored by all the people around. 

- And the foolish person is the one people follow. 
- If you listen to and obey Jesus you may be ignored by people, 

but you will never be ignored by your Father in Heaven. 
- You will have his full attention, both now and forever. 

 
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Father God, – help us to know – that even though people may 
ignore us – or make fun of us – listening to and obeying Jesus – 
makes us wise now – and wise forever. Thank you that because of 
Jesus – you never ignore us. – Amen 
 
Individual Prayer 
Ask God to help them when they feel ignored, left out, made fun 
of… because they follow Jesus. 
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Imaginary Play 
 
Provide the following sets of play equipment and encourage the 
children to retell both stories (The Wise and Foolish Builder and 
the one about Wise William and Foolish Fred): 
  

- Dry play: wooden or foam blocks for houses or city wall, 
sand (yellow material or paper), rocks (brown material or 
paper), figurines: builders, king, soldier, people… 
 

- Wet play: if you have access to a sand pit encourage the 
children to build the two houses and use a watering can to 
knock down the house built on sand. 

 
Model Castle 
 
Need: 
- Download the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil of the castle with the 
title across the bottom, A wise nobody who is ignored is 
better than a foolish somebody whom people follow. A wise 
nobody who listens and obeys the words of Jesus is never 
ignored by their Father in Heaven. Ecclesiastes 9-10 Copy and 
cut one per child on A3 cardboard. 

- Provide straws and triangles for the children to attach across 
the wall for the pretend soldiers. 

- When complete, staple together to form a castle wall. 
 
The Wise And Foolish Builders Craft 
 

- Download the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencils (available in 
Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil of the rock with the 
title, The wise man built his house on the rock. The wise 
child hears what Jesus says and does what Jesus says. And 
even if people ignore them for following Jesus, they are 
never ignored by their Father in Heaven. Luke 6:46-49 

- Copy one per child on A4 paper. 
- Decorate house with paper collage material.  
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The Wise vs. The Fool 
Ecclesiastes 9:13-10 

 
3-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - A wise nobody who is ignored is better than a foolish 
somebody whom people follow. A wise nobody who listens to and 
obeys the words of Jesus is never ignored by his/her Father in 
Heaven.	
 
The Listening Game 
 
Warning: check for allergies to latex before using balloons. 
 
Note: if you have a large group, play multiple games of this in 
separate areas. 
 
Need: 

- clear open space 
- parachute 
- tunnels 
- chairs 
- balloons 

 
Instructions: 

- Place the parachute in the centre of the area with the tunnels 
and chairs around it. 

- Select a few leaders or children to be either wolves or lions. 
They each have a balloon. 

- Other leaders become the shepherds. 
- All the children are sheep. 
- To begin, all sheep hide either in the tunnels or under chairs. 
- Sheep are to move from place to place but only when told it’s 

safe to do so by a shepherd. 
- Wolves/lions try to hit the sheep with their balloon when they 

come out from tunnel/chair/parachute. 
- Sheep that are hit are out. 
- Continue until children tire or until very few sheep are left. 

 
Conclusion: 

- Those sheep who listened to the shepherd’s commands 
remained in the game. 
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- They remained in the game because they listened and 
obeyed. 

- They trusted and obeyed the shepherd and were kept safe. 
- Jesus told a parable in Matthew 7 about what a wise person 

looks like. 
- Wise people listen to and do what Jesus says. 
- They trust and obey the words of their Good Shepherd 

Jesus. 
- They know that they may not be popular and they may even 

be ignored for following Jesus. 
- But wise people know they’re never ignored by the one who 

matters most. 
- They have the full attention of their Father in Heaven. 

 
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Download the file titled, Ecclesiastes Stencil (available in 
Kidswise Membership) and find the smaller pictures of the 
children’s talk titled, The Wise vs. the Fool. 

- Print one copy per child of the table on page 99 
- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 
- Set of coloured pencils or markers 

 
Icebreaker: 

- Have you ever been ignored? 
- How did you feel? 

 
Instructions: 

- Hand out a copy of the table (page 99) to each child. 
- Ask children to work in pairs or triplets, reading the passages 

and filling in the table. 
- Share what they learnt about the wise man and the fool. 
- See Leader’s Answers (page 97). 

 
Discuss: 

- Have you seen people ignore or make fun of people who are 
wise? Have you seen people follow a fool? 
 

- Being wise is not the same as being smart. What is the Bible’s 
definition of a wise person? 
(don’t comment on their answers, read the next passage and 
get them to reflect on their answers) 
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Read Matthew 7:24-28 
 

- Finish the sentence: Jesus says the wise child is someone 
who.... 
(hears his words and does what he says/lives what he says) 
 

Activity: 
- As a group sequence the pictures of The Wise vs. The Fool 

and retell the story together as a group. 
 
Discuss: 

- Why was Fred a fool? What did he do that was foolish? 
(he talked a lot about things he didn’t know, he didn’t listen, he 
wanted what he wanted, he didn’t do what was best for 
others, he only thought about himself) 

 
- Why was William wise? What did he do that was wise? 

(he thought before he spoke, he listened, he thought about 
others first) 

 
- A wise nobody is better than a foolish somebody. How did 

William save the people in the little town on the hill from 
Foolish Fred? 
(he got the people to make paper soldiers and have a big 
party to pretend that they had a big army protecting them and 
they felt safe and secure) 

 
Conclusion: 

- This story about Fred and William is a made up story. 
- In Ecclesiastes chapter 9 there is a story of a poor wise man 

who saved a town from a powerful King. 
- We don’t know how the poor wise man did it. The Bible 

doesn’t say, but he did save the town. 
- But, just as in our story, the wise man was soon forgotten. 
- The people went back to their lives and ignored him as before. 
- Being wise doesn’t mean people will praise you and follow 

you. 
- In fact being wise can mean people ignore you and don’t like 

you. 
- Jesus tells us what the wise child is like. 
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Application: 

- Jesus said that a true follower listens to him and does what he 
says. Can other children tell that you love Jesus by what you 
do? 

- How do you feel when people ignore you or make fun of you 
because you follow Jesus? 

- How do you feel knowing that God your Father never ignores 
you? 

 
Conclusion: 

- In Ecclesiastes it says that sometimes the wise person is 
ignored by all the people around. 

- And the foolish person is the one people follow. 
- If you listen to and obey Jesus you may be ignored by people, 

but you will never be ignored by your Father in Heaven. 
- You will have his full attention, both now and forever. 

  
Prayer Time 
 

- Pray that they will be happy with God’s attention even if 
others ignore them or make fun of them. 

- Ask God to help them when they feel ignored, left out, made 
fun of… because they follow Jesus. 

 

The Wise vs. The Fool 
Leader’s Answers 

 
Ecclesiastes The Wise The Fool 
2:14 Looks to the future, 

sees what’s ahead 
Doesn’t look to the future, 
is in the dark 

7:4 Thinks ahead, what 
happens when I die? 

Lives for today, doesn’t 
think about the future or 
death 

10:2 Chooses right way Chooses wrong way 
10:12 Are praised for their 

words  
Their words bring 
destruction 

10:13 Are praised Their words destroy them 
10:14  Talk too much, boast 
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Competition (optional) 
 
Aim: For the children to show how weak houses easily fall when 
put to the test. 
 
Need:   
- large amount of straws 
- sticky tape 
- airzooka 

 
Instructions: 

- Children divided into groups. 
- Give each group a packet of straws and sticky tape. 
- Groups are to build a house. 
- Test towers for strength against strong wind with an 

airzooka. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Our houses looked strong, but when blown on they fell over. 
- What could we have done to make them stronger? 

(given them a firm foundation) 
- Houses that have a strong foundation, that are built on rock, 

are strong. 
- Jesus said that people who hear and obey him are like a 

wise person who builds his house on solid ground. 
- And whoever hears and doesn’t obey him is like a foolish 

man who builds his house on unstable ground. 
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The Wise vs. The Fool 
What do you learn about the wise and the fool from Ecclesiastes?  
 
Ecclesiastes The Wise The Fool 
2:14  

 
 

7:4  
 

 

10:2  
 

 

10:12  
 

 

10:13  
 

 

10:14  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wise vs. The Fool 
What do you learn about the wise and the fool from Ecclesiastes?  
 
Ecclesiastes The Wise The Fool 
2:14  

 
 

7:4  
 

 

10:2  
 

 

10:12  
 

 

10:13  
 

 

10:14  
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Fear God 
Ecclesiastes 11-12 

 
Dramatic Storytelling - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point: We fear God, so now we can serve him without fear.  
 
Instructions 
The Narrator needs to memorise this story in order to tell it. 
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
 

Script Actions 

The book of Ecclesiastes ends  
with these words, ‘God knows  
everything people do, even the 
things done in secret... He will  
judge everything people do.’ 

 

God knows everything!  

Everything we have ever 
mumbled to ourselves, thought 
in our heads or whispered to a 
friend, God heard. 

 

At the end of our life, he will 
remember it all. 

 

And he will judge us for it.  

That’s why the writer of the book 
of Ecclesiastes tells us to fear 
God. 

 

Because in the end our fear will 
save us. 

 

Let me tell you a story about a 
little boy that may help. 

 

 Divide the children into three 
groups and give them each the 
following instruction. 

Group 1, every time I point to  
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you I want you to make the 
sound of big truck honking its 
horn, Honk! Honk!  

Group 2, every time I point to 
you I want you to make the 
sound of car brakes screeching, 
Screech! 

 

Group 3, every time I point to 
you I want you to call out, 'Get 
off the road!' 

 

 Practise the sounds with each  
group. 

Let's begin.  

Johnny was in a hurry.  

He had to get to soccer practice 
and he was late. 

 

He took the short cut through 
the park, up Cooper Street until 
he reached the Great Western 
Highway.  

 

A three-lane highway his mother 
had told him never to cross. 

 

But Johnny was late!  

And this was the quickest way 
to the oval. 

 

He new his coach would already 
be making the team warm up 
and he hated being late. 

 

So, Johnny looked to his right.  

Cars and trucks and vans were 
travelling at high speed down 
the highway. 

 

He waited and waited and 
waited, until finally there was a 
break in the traffic. 

 

Quickly Johnny began to walk  
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across the first lane. 

But just as he did…  

 Point to group one: Honk! Honk! 

An enormous truck came flying 
down the highway, the horn 
honking madly. 

 

Johnny ran back to the side of 
the road, his heart pounding! 

 

Where did that truck come 
from? 

 

Again, Johnny looked to his 
right. 

 

Cars and trucks and vans were 
travelling at high speed down 
the highway. 

 

Again he waited and waited and 
waited, until finally there was a 
break in the traffic. 

 

Quickly Johnny began to walk 
across the first lane and then 
started to cross the second 
lane... 

 

But as he reached the second 
lane… 

 

 Point to group two: Screech! 

a red sports car slammed on its 
brakes and came screeching to 
a stop. 

 

Johnny could tell the man was 
not happy and ran back to the 
side of the road, his heart 
pounding! 

 

Where did that sports car come 
from? 

 

Again, Johnny looked to his 
right. 
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Cars and trucks and vans were 
travelling at high speed down 
the highway. 

 

He waited and waited and 
waited, until finally there was a 
break in the traffic. 

 

Quickly Johnny began to walk 
across the first lane, the second 
lane! 

 

But as he was crossing the third 
lane… 

 

 Point to group three: Get off the 
road! 

A man had put his head out the 
window of the car and yelled at 
him. 

 

Johnny ran back!  

Across lane three.  

 Point to group three: Get off the 
road! 

Across lane two.  

 Point to group two: Screech  

Across lane 1.  

 Point to group one: Honk! Honk! 

Johnny slumped to the ground.   

His heart felt like it would pound 
out of his chest.  

 

Those cars, trucks and vans 
were so big and so fast, there 
was no way he could cross that 
road. 

 

Just then, a man stopped and 
smiled down at Johnny. 

 

He pointed down the road.  
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Johnny looked in the direction 
the man was pointing and saw a 
footbridge. 

 

A bridge that went up and over 
the three-lane highway. 

 

Johnny thanked the man and 
walked down to the footbridge. 

 

Johnny looked down at the 
highway as he crossed safely 
over on the footbridge. 

 

His mother was right.  

Never try to cross a three-lane 
highway. 

 

He would use the footbridge 
from now on. 

 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Johnny was right to fear the 
cars, trucks and vans. 

 

They were big and they were 
fast. 

 

Fear made Johnny wise.  

He chose to walk across the 
footbridge. 

 

And his fear kept Johnny safe.  

Children, God will remember 
and he will judge us for all the 
things we’ve done wrong. 

 

God is a good and perfect and 
cannot simply ignore our sin.  

 

So we are all in big, big trouble.  

We are right to fear God’s 
judgement.  

 

Fearing God is the first step to  
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being wise.  

Because our fear will make us 
turn to Jesus. 

 

Jesus is the only one who can 
save us. 

 

And because of Jesus, we’ll 
never live in fear of God’s 
judgement ever again. 

 

We fear God, so now we serve 
him without fear.  
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Fear God 
Ecclesiastes 11-12 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - We fear God, so now we serve him without fear.  
 
Memory Verse 
 
2 Corinthians 4:18  
or John 3.36a 
 
Both memory verses are available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about God’s judgement and how, because of 
Jesus, we now have nothing to fear. 
  
A Personal Story 
 
Have a leader tell a story that happened to them that made them 
gain a healthy fear of something. 
 
Example: 

- sitting by a fire and putting feet close to get warm, all of a 
sudden there's a smell of burning rubber, shoes on fire, 
learnt never put feet too close to fire again 

- going swimming at a beach that is not patrolled, getting 
caught in a rip and taken out to sea and back in at the next 
beach, learnt to swim at patrolled beaches between the flags 

Conclusion: 
- Learning that something is to be feared is a good thing. 
- Our fear makes us do things that keep us safe. 
- The Bible says we are to fear God. 
- He is the judge of all the earth. 
- He has the power to punish us for not treating him properly. 
- Our fear of God will make us do the wise thing. 
- We will trust in Jesus who can take our punishment for us. 
- Our fear will keep us safe. 
- And once you’ve turned to Jesus, you have nothing to fear. 
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Fear God 
Ecclesiastes 11-12 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - We fear God, so now we serve him without fear.  

 
Cross The Road Game 
 
Need: 

- cars made up from cardboard boxes, that leaders step into 
with straps that go over their shoulders to hold them up 

- three lane highway marked on the ground 
 
Instructions: 

- The aim is for child to cross the highway safely but they 
never know when a car (i.e. a leader in a car box) is going to 
come riding along. 

- To encourage children to cross, a leader needs to call out 
regularly, Cross over. 

- Note: leaders don’t run children over, they simply tap them. 
- If tapped, children sit out. 
- Continue until only a few children are left in. 
- Repeat a few times. 

 
Conclusion: 

- What a crazy thing to cross a busy road! 
- Cars can knock us over! 
- Fear of being knocked over keeps us safe. 
- It makes us hold our Mum and Dad’s hand. 
- It makes us cross at the lights or pedestrian crossing. 
- Fear keeps us safe.  
- And fear of God’s judgement is what keeps us safe. 
- Our fear is what makes us ask Jesus to take our punishment 

for us. 
- And once we’ve done that, we never have to fear God ever 

again. 
- He is now our Father in Heaven who never gets angry with 

us ever again! 
- And it’s all because of Jesus! 
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Group Mimes 
 
Instructions: 

- Divide the children into groups and ask them to think of a 
group mime about something they fear.  

- Groups perform mimes to other groups and other groups 
need to guess what they fear. 

 
Conclusion: 

- Fear is not a bad thing. 
- It stops us from touching a hot stove. 
- It stops us from going too close to the edge of a cliff. 
- It makes us stand back when we see a spider. 
- Fear is good because it keeps us safe. 
- The Bible says it's a good thing to fear God. 
- God hates bad things and he will punish people who do bad 

things. 
- He will punish us. 
- But if we fear God, we will know what to do. 
- We will trust in Jesus. 
- Because if we trust in Jesus we never have to fear God 

again.  
- There is no judgement coming for those who trust Jesus.  

  
Story Time 
 
Option 1 
Chalk draw the following scenes and make the following 
comments as you draw:  
Scene 1: 
Drawing Comments 
Draw beach scene. We love going to the beach! It's 

so much fun to swim in the 
waves and play on the sand. 

Add big waves at either end of 
beach.  

But the ocean can be 
dangerous. It has big powerful 
waves that pick us up and 
throw us down on rocks. It has 
rips that pull us far out to sea. 
We are wise if we are afraid of 
the sea! 

Add flags and calm water in 
middle. 

But, our fear will keep us safe. 
Our fear will make us go and 
swim between the flags. Our 
fear keeps us safe and we can 
enjoy the powerful sea and be 
safe. 
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swim between the flags. Our 
fear keeps us safe and we can 
enjoy the powerful sea and be 
safe. 

 
Scene 2: 
Drawing Comments 
Draw a farm scene. We love going and seeing 

animals on a farm or at a zoo. 
Add a bull with horns, a flock of 
geese and high haystack. 

But the farm can be a 
dangerous place. The bulls can 
charge at us. The geese can 
peck us. We can fall off the top 
of the haystack. 

Add fences around the 
animals. 

But, our fear will keep us safe. 
Our fear will make us stay this 
side of the fence and look at 
the animals. Our fear will make 
us stop and think before 
climbing up a high haystack. 
Our fear keeps us safe and we 
can enjoy the farm. 

 
Scene 3: 
Drawing Comments 
Draw a house. We love going home. Home is 

safe, or is it? 
Add hot stove, a hot shower, a 
flight of stairs. 

But even our houses can be a 
dangerous place. We can touch 
a stove that is hot. We can fall 
down the stairs and we can get 
burnt under a shower that is too 
hot. 

 But, our fear will keep us safe. 
Our fear will make us not touch 
the hot stove. Our fear will 
make us walk carefully down 
the stairs and our fear will 
make us ask Mum or Dad to 
turn the shower on for us. Our 
fear keeps us safe and we can 
enjoy living in our homes. 
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Option 2 
Show a picture of each of the scenes mentioned above and make 
the same comments as above. 
 
Conclusion for both options: 

- Fear is not a bad thing. It’s a good thing. 
- It makes us do things that keep us safe. 
- Proverbs says fearing God is a good thing. 
- God is big and powerful. 
- He will punish people who do bad things. 
- We are right to be afraid of him. 
- But our fear will make us do the right thing. 
- And the right thing is to put our trust in Jesus. 
- Because if we trust Jesus, he will take the punishment we 

deserve. 
- Fear will keep us safe. 
- Fear of God makes us believe and follow Jesus. 
- And once we trust in Jesus we will have nothing to fear from 

God ever again. 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Matchbox cars and foam blocks to make a highway and 
overbridge, one set per group 
 

Icebreaker: 
- What do you fear most of all? 
- Does your fear help you to keep safe? 

 
Discuss: 

- Remember back to the story about Johnny crossing the 
road? Why was Johnny right to fear the highway? 
(the trucks and cars and vans were too fast, it was too 
dangerous) 

 
Activity: 

- As a group retell the story of Johnny crossing the road 
complete with sound effects. 
 

Discuss: 
- Why is fear a good thing? 
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(it helps you do the right thing, it keeps you safe) 
 

- God is so very different from us. How is he different? 
(he is powerful, big, everywhere, always good, the boss of 
everything..) 

 
- Why does the Bible say it's good to fear God? 

(we will know that we need to do something or else God will 
punish us, we need to trust in Jesus) 

 
- A Christian is someone whose fear of God has made them 

turn and trust Jesus. But once they trust in Jesus, they never 
have to fear God again. Why?  
(they’ve trusted Jesus to take the punishment for all their 
sins, all the bad things they’ve done, so there is nothing left 
for God to punish, God is not angry with them anymore) 

 
- Revise the memory verse, 2 Corinthians 4:18. This verse 

tells us to keep our eyes on things that last forever. How 
does fearing God and turning to Jesus last forever?   
(trust Jesus to take their punishment, nothing to fear when 
they die, nothing to fear for eternity)   

 
Application: 

- Fear of fire means you respect the fire, so you don’t touch it. 
Fear of God means you know that you are in big trouble, so 
you trust in Jesus. Do you fear God? Have you put your trust 
in Jesus? 

- Do you need to fear God’s judgement once you've put your 
trust in Jesus? 

- What can you say to someone who doesn’t know God or 
think about him much? 

 
Conclusion: 

- Fear is a good thing. 
- Fear makes us treat things properly and helps us make wise 

decisions. 
- Fear of God is good. 
- It makes us ask Jesus to take the punishment we deserve. 
- Fear of God is the beginning of living a life free from fear. 
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Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Father God, – you know everything – I have thought, said and 
done. – Thank you that – because Jesus took my punishment – 
when he died on the cross – I now have nothing to fear. – Amen  
 
Individual prayer 
Encourage the children to talk to God about someone they love 
whom they are worried doesn’t fear God and has not put their trust 
in Jesus. 
   
Imaginary Play 
 
Set up the following play centres and talk with the children about 
things they might be afraid of at each centre and what wise thing 
they could do to keep them safe: 
 

- Farm: complete with barn, animals, fences (fear: falling off 
barn, charged by a bull, butted by a goat…etc.)  

- House: complete with furniture and people (fears: burnt by 
stove, falling down the stairs, getting burnt by hot water in 
shower…etc.) 

- Road: complete with cars and road mat  (fears: being run 
over, car accident…etc.) 
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Fear God 
Ecclesiastes 11-12 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - We fear God, so now we serve him without fear.  
 
Group Mimes 
 
Instructions: 

- Divide the children into groups and ask them to think of a 
group mime about something they fear.  

- Groups perform mimes to other groups and other groups 
need to guess what it is they fear. 

 
Conclusion: 

- Fear is not a bad thing. 
- It stops us from touching a hot stove. 
- It stops us from going too close to the edge of a cliff. 
- It makes us stand back when we see a spider. 
- Fear is a good thing because it keeps us safe. 
- The Bible says it's a good thing to fear God. 
- God hates bad things and he will punish people who do bad 

things. 
- He will punish us. 
- But if we fear God, we will know what to do. 
- We will trust in Jesus. 
- Because if we trust in Jesus we never have to fear God 

again.  
 
Zoom, Zoom, Screech, Screech 
 
Instructions: 

- Stand children in a circle.  
- Leader begins by turning his/her head to the right and saying 

‘zoom’ to the child beside him/her.  
- That child then passes ‘zoom’ to the person on his/her right 

and so on around the circle.  
- Stop when the 'zoom' reaches the leader. 
- This time the leader passes ‘screech’ to the child on his/her 

left. 
- That child then passes it on and so on around the circle.  
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- When the children have understood how to pass on both 
'zoom' and 'screech' (i.e. what direction they must turn their 
head when they say each word), explain that anyone can 
now change the direction of the message at any time. 

- So, if a child has 'zoom' passed to them he/she can pass 
'screech' back to that same person. 

- If a child hesitates he/she is out (i.e. sit in circle). 
- If a child turns his/her head the wrong way (e.g. turns left to 

say 'zoom' instead of right), he/she is out. 
- Last three people left win. 

 
Conclusion: 

- Being fearful to cross a busy road is good. 
- It's good to fear. 
- Fear helps keep us safe. 
- Ecclesiastes ends by saying ‘Fear God’. 
- If we fear God now, we will have nothing to fear for all 

eternity. 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 
 
Icebreaker: 

- What do you fear most? 
- How does your fear keep you safe? 

 
Example 
Fear: being attacked by magpies on the way to the train station. 
Response: wear a helmet, walk a different way, run really fast. 
 
Discuss: 

- Remember back to the story about Johnny crossing the 
road? Why was Johnny right to be afraid of the highway? 
(the trucks and cars and vans were too fast, it was too 
dangerous) 

 
- Why is fear a good thing? 

(it helps you do the right thing, it keeps you safe) 
 
Read Ecclesiastes 3:14 (note: the word honour in International 
Children’s Version is the word fear) 
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- God is so very different from us. What does this verse tell us 

about God? 
(he is eternal, everything lasts forever with him) 
 

- Why do you think God’s being eternal makes us fear him? 
(note: the next passage will begin to address this question, 
so let the children have a go, then direct them to the next 
passage) 

 
Read Ecclesiastes 12:14 

- How else is God different from us? 
(he is all knowing, he is everywhere, nothing escapes his 
attention, he hears everything…) 
 

- What will God do about everything we’ve thought, said or 
done?   
(he will judge us for it all) 

 
Read Ecclesiastes 12:13 (note: the word honour in International 
Children’s Version is the word fear) 

- A Christian is someone who fears God. What should our fear 
of God make us do? 
(turn to Jesus and ask him to take the punishment we 
deserve) 
 

Romans 3:23-25a 
- Once people trust in Jesus to take the punishment for their 

sin, they never have to fear God again. Why?  
(they’ve trusted Jesus to take the punishment for all their 
sins, all the bad things they’ve done, so there is nothing left 
for God to punish, God is not angry with them anymore) 

 
- Revise the memory verse, 2 Corinthians 4:18. This verse 

tells us to keep our eyes on things that last forever. How 
does fearing God and turning to Jesus last forever?   
(trust Jesus to take my punishment, nothing to fear when I 
die, nothing to fear for eternity)   

 
Application: 

- Fear of fire means you respect the fire, so don’t touch it. Fear 
of God means you know that you are in big trouble, so you 
trust in Jesus. Do you fear God? Have you put your trust in 
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Jesus? 
- Do you need to fear God’s judgement once you've put your 

trust in Jesus? 
- Fear also means that you respect God. You treat him with 

the honour he deserves. How do you show others that you 
honour and respect God?  

- What can you say to someone who doesn’t know God or 
think about him much? 

 
Conclusion: 

- Fear is good. 
- Fear makes us treat things properly and helps us make wise 

decisions. 
- Fear of God is good. 
- It makes us ask Jesus to take the punishment we deserve. 
- Fear of God is the beginning of living a life free from fear of 

God’s judgement. 
  
Prayer Time 
 

- Encourage the children to talk to God about someone they 
love whom they are worried doesn’t fear God and has not put 
his/her trust in Jesus. 

  
Zoom, Zoom, Screech, Screech 
 

- Play this game again. 
  
Fear Factor 
 
Need: digital camera per group. 
 

- Each group has to create frozen statues about fearful 
situations. 

- Photograph each statue created and title each. 
- Photograph as many as you have time for. 
- Leaders import photographs into a computer and children 

view their creations. 
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My Servant Job 
Job 1:1-2:10 

 
Narrated Drama - script by Carmelina Read, edited by Sandy 
Galea. 
Main Point - Bad things happen to people who love God. Trust 
God. 
 
Need: 

! Narrator  
! Job, will need:  
- clothes to tear off 
- large round dot stickers to stick on his body, some hidden 

under clothes 
- a stocking over his hair (for baldness) and a wig on top 
! Messengers #1, #2, #3, #4 
! Job's wife 
! Props: 
- piece of pottery (placed on centre stage) 
- large soft toy camels, sheep, cow, donkeys 
! Lighting  
! Sound effects (optional): sound effect of each animal (camel, 

sheep, cow, donkeys), plus crowd voices 
 

Script Actions 

A long time ago there lived a 
man named Job. 

Enter Job. 

Job lived in the land of Uz. Job repeats, 'Uz'. 

Job was a good man. Job nods. 

Job loved God. Job looks up and smiles. 

He was careful not to do evil.  

Job had seven sons and three 
daughters.  

Job counts number of children 
quickly on his fingers. 

He had seven thousand sheep, 
three thousand camels, five 
hundred oxen, five thousand 
donkeys and lots of servants 
too. 

Enter Messengers holding up 
one animal each. 
Sound effects: play each animal 
sound as animal is mentioned 
and crowd voices to indicate lots 
of servants. 
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He was the richest man in the 
East. 

Messengers look at Job, then 
look back audience and nod.  

One day, (pause) Satan came 
to God. 

All actors freeze on (pause). 
All lights out, except a spot on 
Job. 

God said to Satan,  

(Voice of God)  

Satan, have you noticed my 
servant Job? 

 

There is no one like him.  

He fears me and is careful not 
to do evil. 

 

(Narrator)  

But Satan said,  

(Voice of Satan)  

Job loves you because you 
have given him everything. 

 

You protect him and his family.  

(Voice of God)  

Very well.  

Everything Job has you have 
power over. 

 

But you must not kill Job.  

(Narrator)  

So Satan left.  

(pause) Lights back on. 
Messengers exit. 

Not long after, a messenger 
came running up to Job. 

Messenger #1 enters running. 

(Messenger)  

We were ploughing in the fields. Messenger says this, 
breathless. 

Sabeans came.    
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They stole all your oxen and 
your donkeys! 

 

And they killed your servants.  

I am the only one who escaped.  

(Narrator) Messenger falls down 
exhausted. 

Just then, another servant came 
running.  

Messenger #2 enters running. 

(Messenger)  

Lightning struck.  Messenger says this, 
breathless. 

It burned up all your sheep and 
your servants. 

 

I am the only one who escaped.  

(Narrator) Messenger falls down 
exhausted. 

Just then, another servant came 
running.  

Messenger #3 enters running. 

(Messenger)  

The Chaldeans came and took 
all your camels. 

Messenger says this, 
breathless. 

They killed your servants.  

I am the only one who escaped.  

(Narrator) Messenger falls down 
exhausted. 

Just then, another servant came 
running.  

Messenger #4 enters running. 

(Messenger)  

Your children were having a 
party. 

Messenger says this, 
breathless. 

A strong wind came and blew 
down the house.  

 

Your children are all dead.  
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I am the only one who escaped.  

(Narrator) Messenger falls down 
exhausted. 

When Job heard this he got up 
and tore his clothes. 

Job stands and tears off a layer 
of clothes. 

He shaved his head. Job removes wig. 

And he fell to the ground and 
cried, 

Job falls to the ground. 

(Job)  

I was born with nothing.  

I will die with nothing.  

The Lord gives.  

And the Lord takes away.  

May God's name be praised 
forever. 

 

(Narrator)  

But, (pause) Satan had not 
finished with Job. 

All actors freeze on (pause). 

Satan gave Job sores all over 
his body. 

Job stands and reveals stickers 
all over arms and legs.  
Messengers react to sores and 
exit in disgust.  

From the bottom of his feet to 
the top of his head. 

Job adds more stickers to face 
and feet.  

Job used pieces of broken pots 
to scrape the sores. 

Job picks up pottery and 
scrapes sores. 

Job's wife came to Job. Enter Job's wife. 

She shook her head and said, Job's wife shakes her head. 

(Job's wife)  

Curse God and die!  

(Narrator)  

But Job looked at her and said,  

(Job)  
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You are being very foolish.  

God sends us good and bad 
things. 

 

Do we only accept the good 
things from God and not the 
bad? 

 

(Narrator)  

In everything Job said and did, 
he did not sin. 

 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Job was a man who loved God.  

But that didn’t stop bad things 
happening to Job. 

 

He lost his animals, his children 
all died and then he got very 
sick. 

 

But Job did not shake his fist at 
God. 

 

Job knew that God lets bad 
things happen to people who 
love him. 

 

Job trusted God in this way.  

God is always right, and God is 
always good, even when bad 
things happen to people who 
love him. 
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My Servant Job 
Job 1:1-2:10 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - Bad things happen to people who love God. Trust 
God. 
 
Memory Verse 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
This memory verse is available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about bad things happening to good people and 
trusting God when bad things happen. 
  
Where does Job come in the Bible’s story? 
 
Need: 
- Have a selection of 10 pictures that depict ten significant 

stories of the Bible (e.g. creation, fall, Noah, Abraham, 
David, The Exile, birth of Jesus, Jesus calming a storm, 
death of Jesus, resurrection of Jesus…). 

 
Instructions: 
- Select children to put the pictures in order. 
- Ask children to guess where Job comes in the story of the 

Bible. 
 
Conclusion: 
- We think Job lived around the same time as Abraham. 
- Job was a man who loved God. 
- He was a wealthy man who had a family he loved. 
- But one day everything changed. 
- In one day everything he had and almost everyone he loved 

was taken away from him. 
- It was a terrible day for Job. 
- But the bad things did not stop Job from trusting God. 
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My Servant Job 
Job 1:1-2:10 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - Bad things happen to people who love God. Trust 
God. 
 
Ten Pin Bowling Game 
 
Need: 

- 10 children's pins (i.e. plastic) 
- tennis balls 
- 10 stickers or labels that can be taped to each pin with the 

following words or pictures, one per sticker/label: Job, Job's 
son, Job’s daughter, Job’s servants, Job's sheep, Job's 
oxen, Job's camels, Job's donkeys 

 
Note: if you have a large number of children, you will need to 
make multiple sets (i.e. one set per 8 children). 
 
Aim: to knock down as many pins as you can, but leave the Job 
pin standing. 
 
Points:  

- One point for every pin knocked down.  
- Five bonus points if the Job pin is left standing. 

 
To play: 

- Face the stickers/labels forward. 
- Place the Job pin at the back in the middle to make it harder 

to knock him down. 
- Children take it in turns to knock pins down. 
- Leaders keep a tally of each child's score (see above for how 

to score points). 
- You may like to have the top four scorers play again to see 

who is the champion bowler. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Bad things happened to Job again and again and again. 
- One by one, everything was taken away from Job. 
- In the end he'd lost almost everything. 
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- But Job did not get angry with God. 
- Job knew that, whatever happened, God is always right and 

God is always good. 
  
Story Time 
 
Option 1 
Retell the story using the script titled, Job’s Story (pages 12-13) 
and the following props: 

- Job with clothes made of tissues 
- set of plastic sheep, oxen, camels, donkeys 
- seven figurines for sons, three figurines for daughters, 

multiple figurines for servants (figurines can be made from 
wooden clothes pegs with playdough base to stand them 
upright) 

- dot stickers 
 
Option 2 
Retell the story using the script titled, Job’s Story (pages 12-13) 
and a set of pictures. Reveal each picture at the appropriate time 
in the script and then either hide the picture behind your back (i.e. 
if taken away by enemies) or tear the picture up (i.e. if killed). 
Pictures: seven sons, three daughters, camels, sheep, donkeys, 
oxen, three pictures of servants 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Download the quiz game titled, Bowling Game and the resource 
file titled, Instructions For Quiz Games (available in the resources 
section of the Kidswise web site). Follow the instructions on how to 
set up and play quiz games. Make one game per group. Divide 
your children into two groups and have them play the game, 
answering the questions below. 
 

- Where did Job live? 
(Uz) 

- How many sons did Job have? 
(7) 

- How many daughters did Job have? 
(3) 

- Name two animals Job owned. 
(sheep, camel) 

- Name two more animals Job had. 
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(donkeys, oxen/cows) 
- What happened to Job's oxen and donkeys? 

(enemies came and took them away) 
- What happened to Job's sheep? 

(lightning struck and killed them all) 
- What happened to Job's camels? 

(enemies came and took them away) 
- What happened to Job's children? 

(a wind blew and knocked down the house and they all died) 
- Did all Job's servants die? 

(no, four ran back to tell Job what had happened) 
 
Add up team's score. 
 
Think it through: 

- What bad things happen to people? 
(fall over and break arm, get sick, Grandparent dies…) 

- When bad things happen how do you feel? 
(sad, angry, frustrated, hurt, scared…) 

- Sometimes people get angry with God when bad things 
happen. Job's wife told Job that he should get angry with 
God. But Job did not get angry with God. What did Job say 
instead? 
(Job trusted God, he said God gives bad things to people 
who love him, he accepted what God gave him) 

 
Conclusion: 

- Bad things happen to everyone. 
- Even people who love God have bad things happen to them. 
- Loving God won’t stop bad things happening to us. 
- Loving God will mean that we will ask God to help us trust 

him while the bad things are happening. 
  
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Dear God, – we don’t like it – when bad things happen to us. – 
Help us to be like Job – and trust you when bad things happen. – 
Help us to remember that you are good  – and you are always 
right. – Amen. 
 
Individual Prayer 
Encourage each child to think of a bad thing they are afraid may 
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happen to them and encourage them to ask God to help them trust 
him if that bad thing does happen.  
Or, if a bad thing has happened, that they will trust God. 
  
Camels, Sheep, Donkeys or Oxen  
 

- Download the resource file titled, Job Stencils. Find the 
stencils of a legless camel, sheep, donkey and oxen.  

- Copy onto cardboard, one of each animal per child. 
- Cut out each animal. 
- Provide collage material for the children to decorate each 

animal (i.e. cotton wool for the sheep, brown paper strips for 
the camel, crepe paper squares for the donkey, black paper 
strips for the oxen). 

- When each animal has been decorated, provide eight 
wooden clothes pegs per child and have them attach two to 
each animal as legs. 

 
As the children work, talk to them about how Job lost everything, 
but he did not get angry with God. 
  
Animal Play 
 
Provide the following play equipment for the children to set out and 
retell the story to one another in small groups: 

- set of plastic animals (camels, donkeys, sheep, oxen/cows) 
- set of wooden people 
- set of trees and houses 
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Job's Story 
 

There once was a man called Job. (reveal Job) 
Job lived in Uz. 
Job had lots of children. 
He had seven sons. (reveal sons) 
Can you count them with me? (children count along with leader) 
He had three daughters. (reveal daughters) 
Can you count them with me? (children count along with leader) 
Job also had lots of animals.  
He had seven thousand sheep. (reveal sheep) 
He had three thousand camels. (reveal camels) 
He had five hundred oxen. (reveal cows) 
He had five hundred donkeys. (reveal donkeys) 
And he had lots of servants too. (place a servant beside each 
group of animals) 
He was very rich. 
He was also a good man. 
Job trusted God. 
Job loved God. 
But then one day, God let Satan take away everything that Job 
had. 
Enemies came and took away all Job's oxen and donkeys. 
(remove cows and donkeys) 
They even took away some of Job's servants. (remove some 
servants) 
Then lightning struck all of Job's sheep and they died. (turn sheep 
on their side as if dead) 
Some of Job's servants died too. (turn servants on their side as if 
dead) 
Then some more enemies came and took away Job's camels and 
even more servants. (remove camels and more servants) 
Finally, Job's children were having a party and a wind came and 
knocked down the house and they all died. (turn all sons and 
daughters on their side as if dead) 
Job lost everything. 
He ripped his clothes and shaved his head and lay down and 
cried, "I was born with nothing and I'll die with nothing." (tear off 
tissue clothes) 
But Satan hadn’t finished with Job yet. 
Job then got very sick. 
He got sores all over him. 
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Maybe they looked like this. (hand out stick on spots and get the 
kids to put them on their arms/face/legs). 
Poor Job. 
So many bad things happened to him. 
But do you know what? 
Even though Job was very sad and sick he never got angry with 
God. 
He still trusted God. 
Job trusted that God was always right and God was always good. 
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My Servant Job 
Job 1:1-2:10 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - Bad things happen to people who love God. Trust 
God. 
 
Frozen Statues 
 
Warning: bad things may have happened to children in your 
group (i.e. death of parent or house burnt down). Make sure 
all leaders are aware of any traumatic experience and avoid 
allowing a group to portray it in their frozen statue. 
 

- Divide children into small groups. 
- Each small group has to decide on 3 bad things that happen 

to people. 
- Assign a leader to each group to make sure the group does 

not decide to do anything that will traumatize any child (see 
warning). 

- The groups then have to create 3 frozen statues that capture 
that bad thing (e.g. car accident, being bullied in the 
playground, sick in hospital, death of a pet…). 

- Children form each statue, one after the other, the group 
guessing what the bad thing is being represented. 

 
Conclusion: 

- Do these bad things happen to people who don’t love God? 
- Do these bad things happen to people who do love God? 
- Bad things happen to everyone. 
- Loving God will not mean that bad things won't happen to 

you. 
- Today's story is about a man who loved God and lots and 

lots of bad things happened to him. 
 
Job 1-2 Gap Activity (small groups) 
 

- Make one copy per child of the gap activity on page 17. 
- Ask children to complete the story using the missing word list 

at the bottom of the page. 
- Provide Bibles for the children to use to check if their choice 
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of word is correct. 
- Select a child to read out the completed gap activity to the 

group. 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 

- What bad things happen to people? 
(fall over and break arm, get sick, Grandparent dies…) 

 
- Do bad things happen only to people who don’t love God? 

(no, bad things happen to everyone) 
 

- When bad things happen how do you feel? 
(sad, angry, frustrated, hurt, scared…) 

 
- Sometimes people get angry with God when bad things 

happen. What did Job's wife tell Job he should do? Job 2:9 
(get angry, curse God and die) 

 
- What did Job say? Job 2:10 

(Job trusted God, he said God gives bad things to people 
who love him, he accepted what God gave him) 

 
Conclusion: 

- Bad things happen to everyone. 
- Loving God won’t mean that bad things won’t happen to us. 
- Loving God will mean that we will ask God to help us trust 

him while the bad things are happening. 
- We will be like Job. 
- We will keep trusting that God is always right and that he 

never ever stops being good. 
- Let's ask God to help us keep on trusting him even when bad 

things happen to us. 
  
Prayer Time 
 

- Encourage each child to think of a bad thing they are afraid 
may happen to them and encourage them to ask God to help 
them trust him if that bad thing does happen.  

- Or, if a bad thing has happened, that they will trust God. 
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Ten Pin Bowling Game 
 
Need: 

- 10 children's pins (i.e. plastic) 
- tennis balls 
- 10 stickers or labels that can be taped to each pin with the 

following words or pictures, one per sticker/label: Job, Job's 
son, Job’s daughter, Job’s servants, Job's sheep, Job's 
oxen, Job's camels, Job's donkeys 

 
Note: if you have a large number of children, you will need to 
make multiple sets (i.e. one set per 8 children). 
 
Aim: to knock down as many pins as you can, but leave the Job 
pin standing. 
 
Points:  

- One point for every pin knocked down.  
- Five bonus points if the Job pin is left standing. 

 
To play: 

- Face the stickers/labels forward. 
- Place the Job pin at the back in the middle to make it harder 

to knock him down. 
- Children take it in turns to knock pins down. 
- Leaders keep a tally of each child's score (see above for how 

to score points). 
- You may like to have the top four scorers play again to see 

who is the champion bowler. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Bad things happened to Job again and again and again. 
- One by one, everything was taken away from Job. 
- In the end he'd lost almost everything. 
- But Job did not get angry with God. 
- Job knew that, whatever happened, God is always right and 

God is always good. 
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Job's Story 
 

There once was a man called Job who lived in ____.  
Job had seven sons and _______ daughters. Job also 
had seven thousand ________, three thousand camels, 
five _______ oxen and five hundred donkeys. And he had 
lots of _________ too. Job was also a good man. He 
trusted God and was careful not to do evil. (Job 1:1-3) 
 
But then one day, God let ______ take away everything 
that Job had. (Job 1:12) 
 
_________ came and took away all Job's oxen and 
donkeys, and some of Job's servants. (Job 1:13-15) 
Then _______ struck all Job's sheep and they died. Some 
of Job's servants died too. (Job 1:16) 
The Chaldeans came and took _____ Job's camels and 
even more servants. (Job 1:17) 
Finally, Job's _______ were having a party. A wind came 
and knocked down the ______ and they all died. (Job 
1:18-19) 
 
Job lost _________. He ripped his clothes and shaved his 
head and lay down and cried, "I was born with nothing and 
I'll die with nothing." But Satan hadn’t finished with Job 
yet. (Job 1:20-21, 2:4) 
 
Job then got ______ all over him. (Job 2:7-8) 
So many bad things happened to him. But even though 
Job was very sad and sick he never got angry with God. 
(Job 2:10) 
 
Missing words: children, sheep, house, Uz, three, everything, 
sores, Sabeans, hundred, servants, away, lightning, Satan 
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Unhelpful Friends 
Job 2:11-25:6 

 
Narrated Drama - script by Carmelina Read, edited by Sandy 
Galea. 
Main Point - When people have bad things happen to them, one 
of the best things we can do is listen. 
 
Need: 

! Narrator  
! Job - has spot stickers, wears torn clothes, has a wig over a 

stocking (i.e. bald head) 
! Eliphaz - wears material he can tear 
! Bildad - wears material he can tear 
! Zophar - wears material he can tear 
! Props: 
- piece of broken pottery (placed centre stage) 
! Lighting: spotlight 

 

Script Actions 

(Narrator) Spotlight on centre stage. 

Remember Job? Enter Job, moves to spotlight. 

His animals were either stolen 
or killed. 

Job looks very sad. 

His servants and children all 
died. 

Job shakes his head. 

Job was so upset he tore his 
clothes and shaved his head. 

Job tears off a layer of clothes. 

But it didn’t stop. Job removes wig. 

He then got sores all over his 
body. 

Job places spots all over his 
body. 

From the top of his head to 
bottom of his feet. 

Job sits, picks up pottery and 
scrapes at sores. 

Things were pretty bad for Job.  

But Job had three friends. All lights on. 
Enter three friends to one side 
of stage, smiling. 
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Their names were, Eliphaz,   

(Eliphaz)  

I'm Eliphaz.  

(Narrator)  

Bildad  

(Bildad)  

I'm Bildad.  

(Narrator)  

And Zophar.  

(Zophar)  

I'm Zophar.  

(Narrator)  

Job's friends heard about what 
had happened to Job and they 
were very concerned. 

Friends look at each other, 
concerned and nodding. 

They went to find him to comfort 
him. 

Friends set off across the stage. 

When they were still a long way 
off, they saw a man. 

Friends spy Job. 

They stopped. Friends stop and stare. 

It looked like Job.  

But it couldn’t be… Friends shake heads. 

The man was bald and covered 
in sores! 

 

He looked terrible! Friends look again. 

But it was Job! Friends recognise Job. 

When they reached Job, the 
friends were so upset they cried 
out loud. 

Friends move across to Job. 
All cry. 

They were so upset they tore 
their clothes. 

Friends tear clothes. 

They were so upset they Friends mime sprinkling dust on 
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sprinkled dust over their heads.  heads. 

They were so upset they sat 
down with Job.  

All sit down. 

They did not speak for one, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven days! 

All cry silently. 

Not one of them said a word.  

Everyone knew how much pain 
Job was in. 

 

After seven days of silence, 
Job's friends decided to help 
Job.  

 

They opened their mouths and 
they began to talk. 

Friends all stand and open their 
mouths. 

Eliphaz was the first to try.  

(Eliphaz) Eliphaz stands and speaks. 

You must have done a bad thing 
and now God is punishing you 
for it. 

 

(Bildad) Bildad stands and speaks. 

If you stop sinning, God will stop 
punishing you. 

 

(Zophar) Zophar stands and speaks. 

Because bad things don't 
happen to people who love God. 

 

(Narrator)  

Job's friends talked and talked 
and talked. 

Friends walk around Job saying 
blah, blah, bending every now 
and again down to Job. 

(Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar)  

Blah, blah, blah, blah blah.  

(Narrator)  

Finally Job had had enough!  

(Job) Job stands up. 
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Will you stop!  

You are wrong.  

God is not punishing me for 
some bad thing I did. 

 

Bad things happen.  

Bad things happen to everyone.  

Even people who love God have 
bad things happen to them. 

 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Job's friends tried to help.  

But instead of helping they 
ended up hurting Job more. 

 

They said the wrong thing.  

Bad things don't always happen 
because people are bad. 

 

Bad things happened to Jesus 
and he was always good. 

 

The friends were at their best 
when they sat and cried with 
Job. 

 

Children, when someone has 
had a bad thing happen, 
sometimes the best thing we 
can do is listen and feel their 
hurt. 

 

That's why God gave us two 
ears and one mouth. 

 

We need to do twice as much 
listening as speaking. 

 

Let's pray.  

Dear God, we know that bad 
things happen to everyone. 

 

Bad things happened to Jesus  
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and he was always good. 

Please help us to know how to 
care for someone who is hurting.  

 

Help us to be quick to listen and 
slow to speak. Amen 
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Unhelpful Friends 
Job 2:11-25:6 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - When people have bad things happen to them, one 
of the best things we can do is listen. 
 
Memory Verse 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
This memory verse is available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about pain and suffering and caring for each 
other. 
  
Charades 
 
Write the following list on small cards, one thing per card.  
Select children to come and mime what's written on the cards.  
Group has to guess the bad thing that has happened to them. 
 

- chicken pox 
- car accident 
- broken leg 
- food poisoning 
- earthquake 

 
Conclusion: 

- Bad things happen to people and often we don’t know why. 
- Job's friends got it badly wrong. 
- They said bad things happened to Job because he'd done a 

bad thing. 
- But bad things happened to Jesus and Jesus never, ever did 

a bad thing. 
- Today we're going to remember that sometimes the best 

thing we can do for someone is to sit and listen. 
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Unhelpful Friends 
Job 2:11-25:6 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - When people have bad things happen to them, one 
of the best things we can do is listen. 
 
Ten Pin Bowling Game (repeated from last week) 
 
Need: 

- 10 children's pins (i.e. plastic) 
- tennis balls 
- 10 stickers or labels that can be taped to each pin with the 

following words or pictures, one per sticker/label: Job, Job's 
son, Job’s daughter, Job’s servants, Job's sheep, Job's 
oxen, Job's camels, Job's donkeys 

 
Note: if you have a large number of children, you will need to 
make multiple sets (i.e. one set per 8 children). 
 
Aim: to knock down as many pins as you can, but leave the Job 
pin standing. 
 
Points:  

- One point for every pin knocked down.  
- Five bonus points if the Job pin is left standing. 

 
To play: 

- Face the stickers/labels forward. 
- Place the Job pin at the back in the middle to make it harder 

to knock him down. 
- Children take it in turns to knock pins down. 
- Leaders keep a tally of each child's score (see above for how 

to score points). 
- You may like to have the top four scorers play again to see 

who is the champion bowler. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Bad things happened to Job again and again and again. 
- One by one, everything was taken away from Job. 
- In the end he'd lost almost everything. 
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- Job's friends decided to care for him. 
- At first they were very good. 
- But then they open their mouths and they weren't helpful at 

all. 
- Let's remember what happened. 

 
Story Time 
 
Option 1 
Use the script titled, Unhelpful Friends (pages 28-29), two 
puppeteers and four sock puppets to retell the story. 
 
Option 2 
Use the script Unhelpful Friends (pages 28-29), four Bible Times 
figures (can be made from cardboard rolls and foam ball heads) to 
retell the story. 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 

- How many friends did Job have? 
(three) 
 

- What were all the bad things that happened to Job? 
(his animals were either killed or stolen, his children were all 
killed when a house fell on them, and his body was covered 
in sores) 

 
- Job was very, very upset. What was the best thing Job's 

friends did? 
(they sat with their friend, they cried with their friend and they 
didn’t say anything at all) 

 
- What was the worst thing they did for their friend Job? 

(they told him he'd done a bad thing and that God was 
punishing him) 

 
- What bad things happened to Jesus?  

(people got angry with him, people called him names, he 
died on a cross even though he’d done nothing wrong) 

 
Conclusion: 

- Job’s friends got it wrong.  
- Not all bad things come from doing wrong. 
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- Bad things happened to Jesus and he only ever did good 
things.  

- Bad things do happen to people who love God.  
- One of the best things we can do for someone who is hurt 

and sad, is to sit with them and listen to them. 
- Job's friends were at their best when they said nothing. 

 
Think it through: 

- Are you good at listening? 
- Can you sit with someone who is crying and listen? 
- Do you walk away from someone who is sad? 
- Or, do you go and ask them what's wrong? 
- What do you do when someone starts to cry? 

  
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Father God, – when someone is hurt or sad – help us to become 
better and better at listening. – Help us to learn – to care for others 
better. – Amen 
 
Individual Prayer 
Pray for someone they know who has had a bad thing happen to 
them. 
  
Ear and Mouth Collage 
 

- Download the resource file titled, Job Stencils. Find the 
stencil with the title, God has given us two ears and one 
mouth. He wants us to be slow to speak and quick to listen, 
especially when someone is upset. Make one copy per child 
on A4 paper. 

- Provide children with pictures of ears and mouths cut from 
magazines. 

- Year 2 children may like to find and cut (using child safe 
scissors) their own ears and mouths from magazines. 

- Have children glue the pictures onto the stencil and make a 
collage of ears and mouths. 

  
Mouth 
 

- Download the resource file titled, Job Stencils. Find the 
stencil of a mouth. 
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- Make one copy of a mouth per child on cardboard. 
- Cut out one mouth per child and provide children with red 

cellophane to decorate.  
- Attach a paddle pop stick to the back of the mouth, to one 

side. 
- Children can then hold up the mouth to remind them that 

sometimes the best thing we can do is close our mouth and 
listen when someone is hurting. 

  
Revision Game 
 
This activity is based on an idea from the book The Game is Up – 
Book Two produced by TnT ministries. 
 
Teach children to make the following frozen statues:  

- Job sick (bent over holding stomach) 
- Job’s animal (on all fours acting like a camel or donkey or 

sheep) 
- Job’s children (lay down on ground as if dead) 

 
Leader turns his/her back on the group. 
 
Children make one of the three frozen statues. 
 
Leader calls out one of the following three commands: 

- “Job is sick!” 
- “Job’s animals have been stolen!” 
- “Job’s children have been killed!”  

 
Any child frozen in that position is out. 
Continue until only one child remains. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Job lost everything he owned, almost everyone he loved died 
and he became very, very sick. 

- When someone has been badly hurt like Job, one of the best 
things we can do is to stop and listen. 
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    Unhelpful Friends 
 
Puppet Voice Script Puppet Action 
Job Hi, my name is Job. Job appears. 
 I have three friends.  
Eliphaz My name is Eliphaz. Eliphaz appears. 
Bildad My name is Bildad. Bildad appears. 
Zophar My name is Zophar. Zophar appears. 
Job Bad things happened to 

me. 
All puppets nod 
slowly. 

 My animals were killed 
or stolen from me. 

Friends mumble, 
'Animals all gone!' 

 All my children were 
killed when a house fell 
on them. 

Friends mumble, 
'Children all dead!' 

 And my body became 
very, very, very sick. 

Friends mumble, 
'Job, very sick!' 

 I was covered in sores.  
 I was so sick that my 

friends didn’t recognise 
me. 

Friends look at 
each other and 
then back at Job. 

Eliphaz That's right!  
Bildad He didn't look like our 

friend! 
 

Job My friends came to care 
for me. 

 

Eliphaz That's right.  
Bildad For 7 whole days we 

sat with him. 
 

Zophar We cried with him.   
All 3 friends And we didn’t say a 

word. 
 

Job That was the best thing 
they could've done! 

 

Eliphaz But then we spoilt every 
thing. 

 

Bildad We opened our mouths 
and began to speak. 

 

Zophar We said stupid things 
like… 

 

Eliphaz Job you must have  
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done something very 
bad. 

Bildad And God is punishing 
you. 

 

Zophar God doesn’t let bad 
things happen to people 
who love him. 

 

Job They went on and on 
and on. 

 

All 3 friends Blah, blah, blah, blah….  
Job Finally, I made them 

stop! 
Friends stop blah, 
blah on the word 
Stop! 

 They were wrong.   
All 3 friends We were wrong.  
Job Bad things happen to 

everyone. 
 

 Even to people who 
love God. 

 

Eliphaz And one of the best 
things you can do, is to 
stop talking  

Eliphaz closes his 
mouth tight. 

Bildad and just listen. Bildad closes his 
mouth tight. 

Zophar Sometimes we are at 
our best when we don’t 
say anything at all. 

Zophar closes his 
mouth tight. 
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Unhelpful Friends 
Job 2:11-25:6 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - When people have bad things happen to them, one 
of the best things we can do is listen. 
 
Revision Game 
 
This activity is based on an idea from the book The Game is Up – 
Book Two produced by TnT ministries. 
 
Teach children to make the following frozen statues:  

- Job sick (bent over holding stomach) 
- Job’s animal (on all fours acting like a camel or donkey or 

sheep) 
- Job’s children (lay down on ground as if dead) 

 
Leader turns his/her back on the group. 
 
Children make one of the three frozen statues. 
 
Leader calls out one of the following three commands: 

- “Job is sick!” 
- “Job’s animals have been stolen!” 
- “Job’s children have been killed!”  

 
Any child frozen in that position is out. 
Continue until only one child remains. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Last week we heard about how Job lost everything he 
owned, almost everyone he loved died and how he became 
very, very sick. 

- Today we’ll see how good Job’s friends were at comforting 
him. 

 
Job 2:11-25:6 Gap Activity (small groups) 
 

- Make one copy per child of the gap activity on page 34. 
- Ask children to complete the story using the missing word list 
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at the bottom of the page. 
- Provide Bibles for the children to check if their choice of word 

is correct. 
- Select a child to read out the completed gap activity to the 

group. 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 

- What were all the bad things that happened to Job? 
(his animals were either killed or stolen, his children were all 
killed when a house fell on them, and his body was covered 
in sores) 
 

- Job was very, very upset. What was the best thing Job's 
friends did? 
(they sat with their friend, they cried with their friend and they 
didn’t say anything at all) 

 
- What was the worst thing they did for their friend Job? 

(they told him he'd done a bad thing and that God was 
punishing him) 

 
Read through the sentences below the Gap Activity and ask the 
children to guess what the missing word is: 
 
Job’s friends thought… 
 
God is good to those who love him. 
 
Bad things happen to people because they’ve done something 
bad. 
 
So, if you love God and something bad happens, you must have 
done something bad. 
 
What is the problem with how Job’s friends were thinking? 
 
Bad things don’t always happen to people because they are bad. 
 
Bad things happened to Jesus. 
 
But Jesus never ever did anything wrong. 
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1. So, how do we know that the friends were wrong?  
(just because bad things were happening to Job, it didn’t 
mean that Job had done a bad thing; bad things happened to 
Jesus and he’d done nothing wrong) 

 
Conclusion: 

- Job’s friends got it wrong.  
- Bad things don’t always happen because people do bad 

things.  
- Bad things happened to Jesus and he only ever did good 

things.  
- Bad things do happen to people who love God.  
- One of the best things we can do for someone who is hurt 

and sad, is to sit with them and listen to them. 
- Job's friends were at their best when they said nothing. 

 
Think it through: 

- Are you good at listening? 
- Can you sit with someone who is crying and just listen? 
- Do you avoid someone who is sad? 
- Or, do you go and ask them what's wrong? 
- What do you do when someone starts to cry? 

  
Prayer Time 
 

- Pray for someone they know who has had a bad thing 
happen to them. 

- Pray that they will become better at caring for people, better 
at listening. 

 
Ten Pin Bowling Game (repeated from last week) 
 
Need: 

- 10 children's pins (i.e. plastic) 
- tennis balls 
- 10 stickers or labels that can be taped to each pin with the 

following words or pictures, one per sticker/label: Job, Job's 
son, Job’s daughter, Job’s servants, Job's sheep, Job's 
oxen, Job's camels, Job's donkeys 

 
Note: if you have a large number of children, you will need to 
make multiple sets (i.e. one set per 8 children). 
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Aim: to knock down as many pins as you can, but leave the Job 
pin standing. 
 
Points:  

- One point for every pin knocked down.  
- Five bonus points if the Job pin is left standing. 

 
To play: 

- Face the stickers/labels forward. 
- Place the Job pin at the back in the middle to make it harder 

to knock him down. 
- Children take it in turns to knock pins down. 
- Leaders keep a tally of each child's score (see above for how 

to score points). 
- You may like to have the top four scorers play again to see 

who is the champion bowler. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Bad things happened to Job again and again and again. 
- One by one, everything was taken away from Job. 
- In the end he'd lost almost everything. 
- Job's friends decided to care for him. 
- At first they were very good. 
- But then they open their mouths and they weren't helpful at 

all. 
- Let's remember that sometimes the best thing we can do is 

to stop talking and listen. 
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Unhelpful Friends 
 
Job had ________ friends. Their names were _________, Bildad 
and Zophar. (Job 12:11) 
 
Job’s friends heard that Job had had his ___________ stolen, his 
__________ killed and that he had become very, very ________.  
They decided to go and _________ him. (Job 1:14-19, 2:11) 
 
When they were still a long off, they saw a man, but it did not look 
like ________. When they got closer they realised it was Job. They 
_________ their clothes, threw _______ over themselves and 
______ down and cried. (Job 2:12) 
 
For _______ days and nights they said nothing. Then they began 
to speak. But what they said did _______ comfort Job. (Job 2:13, 
16:1) 
They said, “Job, you must have done something _______. And 
God is ____________ you. So stop sinning. God does not let bad 
things happen to people who ________him.”  
 
But Job’s friends were ________. They did not comfort Job. 
Instead they hurt him even more. (Job 19:1-2) 
 
Missing words: punishing, animals, tore, three, comfort, bad, dust, 
children, sat, Eliphaz, sick, Job, seven, not, love, wrong,  
  
 
Job’s friends thought… 
 
God is good to those who love him. 
Bad things happen to people because they’ve done something 
bad. 
So, if you love God and something bad happens, you must have 
done something bad. 
 
What is the problem with how Job’s friends were thinking? 
 
Bad things don’t always happen to people because they are bad. 
Bad things happened to ________. 
But ________ never ever did anything wrong. 
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The Fear Of The Lord 
Proverbs 1:7 

 
Dramatic Storytelling - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point: If we know who God is, then we will fear him, and our 
fear will make us trust in Jesus. 
 
Instructions 
The Narrator needs to memorise this story in order to tell it. 
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
 

Script Actions 

Wisdom is knowing what the 
right thing is to say and do in 
every situation. 

 

It's knowing what God would 
want you to say and do. 

 

It's pleasing your Father in 
heaven. 

 

But how do you begin to live a 
wise life. 

 

Proverbs 1:7 says the beginning 
of living of a wise life is fearing 
God. 

 

Fearing God?  

What does being afraid of God 
have to do with being wise? 

 

Let me tell you a story about a 
little boy crossing a road that 
may help. 

 

 Divide the children into three 
groups and give them each the 
following instruction. 

Group 1, every time I point to 
you I want you to make the 
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sound of big truck honking its 
horn, Honk! Honk!  

Group 2, every time I point to 
you I want you to make the 
sound of car brakes screeching, 
Screech! 

 

Group 3, every time I point to 
you I want you to call out, 'Get 
off the road!' 

 

 Practise the sounds with each  
group. 

Let's begin.  

Johnny was in a hurry.  

He had to get to soccer practice 
and he was late. 

 

He took the short cut through 
the park, up Cooper Street until 
he reached the Great Western 
Highway.  

 

A three-lane highway his mother 
had told him never to cross. 

 

But Johnny was late!  

And this was the quickest way 
to the oval. 

 

He new his coach would already 
be making the team warm up 
and he hated being late. 

 

So, Johnny looked to his right.  

Cars and trucks and vans were 
travelling at high speed down 
the highway. 

 

He waited and waited and 
waited, until finally there was a 
break in the traffic. 

 

Quickly Johnny began to walk 
across the first lane. 
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But just as he did…  

 Point to group one: Honk! Honk! 

An enormous truck came flying 
down the highway, honking the 
horn madly. 

 

Johnny ran back to the side of 
the road, his heart pounding! 

 

Where did that truck come 
from? 

 

Again, Johnny looked to his 
right. 

 

Cars and trucks and vans were 
travelling at high speed down 
the highway. 

 

Again he waited and waited and 
waited, until finally there was a 
break in the traffic. 

 

Quickly Johnny began to walk 
across the first lane and then 
the second lane... 

 

But as he reached the second 
lane… 

 

 Point to group two: Screech! 

a red sports car slammed on its 
brakes and came screeching to 
a stop. 

 

Johnny could tell the man was 
not happy and ran back to the 
side of the road, his heart 
pounding! 

 

Where did that sports car come 
from? 

 

Again, Johnny looked to his 
right. 

 

Cars and trucks and vans were 
travelling at high speed down 
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the highway. 

He waited and waited and 
waited, until finally there was a 
break in the traffic. 

 

Quickly Johnny began to walk 
across the first lane, the second 
lane! 

 

But as he was crossing the third 
lane… 

 

 Point to group three: Get off the 
road! 

A man had put his head out the 
window of the car and yelled at 
him. 

 

Johnny ran back!  

Across lane three.  

 Point to group three: Get off the 
road! 

Across lane two.  

 Point to group two: Screech  

Across lane 1.  

 Point to group one: Honk! Honk! 

Johnny slumped to the ground.   

His heart felt like it would pound 
out of his chest.  

 

Just then, a man stopped and 
smiled down at Johnny. 

 

He pointed down the road.  

Johnny looked in the direction 
the man was pointing and saw a 
footbridge. 

 

A bridge that went up and over 
the three-lane highway. 

 

Johnny thanked the man and  
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walked down to the footbridge. 

Johnny looked down at the 
highway as he crossed safely 
over on the footbridge. 

 

His mother was right.  

Never try and cross a three-lane 
highway. 

 

He would use the footbridge 
from now on. 

 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Johnny was right to fear the 
three-lane highway. 

 

The trucks were big, the cars 
were fast and drivers were not in 
the mood to stop. 

 

Fear made Johnny wise.  

He chose to walk across the 
footbridge. 

 

And his fear kept Johnny safe.  

Children, God is powerful, we 
are weak. 

 

God is big, we are small.  

God is always, always good, 
and we are not. 

 

And so we are all in big, big 
trouble. 

 

We are right to fear God.   

Fearing God is the first step to 
being wise.  

 

Because our fear will make us 
turn to Jesus. 

 

Jesus is the only one who can 
save us. 
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And because of Jesus, we’ll 
then have nothing to fear from 
God ever again. 

 

The fear of the Lord is the first 
step in living a wise life. 
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The Fear Of The Lord 
Proverbs 1:7 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - If we know who God is, then we will fear him, and our 
fear will make us trust in Jesus. 
 
Definition of Wisdom - Wisdom is knowing what the right thing is 
to say and what the right thing is to do every time. 
 
Memory Verse 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
This memory verse is available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about trusting Jesus and about how big God is. 
 
Sing the following song as a theme song for the book of Proverbs: 
God Speaks (from the CD, Get Ready, EMU Music). 
  
A Personal Story 
 
Have a leader tell a story that happened to them that made them 
gain a healthy fear of something. 
 
Example: 

- sitting by a fire and putting feet close to get warm, all of a 
sudden there's a smell of burning rubber, shoes on fire, 
learnt never put feet too close to fire again 

- going swimming at a  beach that is not patrolled, getting 
caught in a rip and taken out to sea and back in at the next 
beach, learnt to swim at patrolled beaches between the flags 

 
Conclusion: 

- Learning that something is to be feared is a good thing. 
- Our fear makes us do things that keep us safe. 
- The Bible says we are to fear God. 
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- He is the judge of all the earth. 
- He has the power to punish us for not treating him properly. 
- Our fear of God will make us do the wise thing. 
- We will trust in Jesus who can take our punishment for us. 
- Our fear will keep us safe. 
- And once you’ve turned to Jesus, you now have nothing to 

fear. 
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The Fear Of The Lord 
Proverbs 1:7 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - If we know who God is, then we will fear him, and our 
fear will make us trust in Jesus. 
 
Definition of Wisdom - Wisdom is knowing what the right thing is 
to say and what the right thing is to do every time. 
 
Group Mimes 
 
Instructions: 

- Divide the children into groups and ask them to think of a 
group mime about being afraid of something.  

- Groups perform mimes to other groups and other groups 
need to guess what they are afraid of. 

 
Conclusion: 

- Fear is not a bad thing. 
- It stops us from touching a hot stove. 
- It stops us from going too close to the edge of a cliff. 
- It makes us stand back when we see a spider. 
- Fear is a good thing because it keeps us safe. 
- The Bible says it's a good thing to fear God. 
- He hates bad things and he will punish people who do bad 

things. 
- He will punish us. 
- But if we fear God, we will know what to do. 
- We will trust in Jesus. 
- Because if we trust in Jesus we never have to fear God 

again.  
  
Story Time 
 
Option 1 
Chalk draw the following scenes and make the following 
comments as you draw:  
Scene 1: 
Drawing Comments 
Draw beach scene. We love going to the beach! It's 

so much fun to swim in the 
waves and play on the sand. 
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so much fun to swim in the 
waves and play on the sand. 

Add big waves at either end of 
beach.  

But the ocean can be 
dangerous. It has big powerful 
waves that pick us up and 
throw us down on rocks. It has 
rips that pull us far out to sea. 
We are wise if we are afraid of 
the sea! 

Add flags and calm water in 
middle. 

But, our fear will keep us safe. 
Our fear will make us go and 
swim between the flags. Our 
fear keeps us safe and we can 
enjoy the powerful sea and be 
safe. 

 
Scene 2: 
Drawing Comments 
Draw a farm scene. We love going and seeing 

animals on a farm or at a zoo. 
Add a bull with horns, a flock of 
geese and high haystack. 

But the farm can be a 
dangerous place. The bulls can 
charge at us. The geese can 
peck us. We can fall off the top 
of the haystack. 

Add fences around the 
animals. 

But, our fear will keep us safe. 
Our fear will make us stay this 
side of the fence and look at 
the animals. Our fear will make 
us stop and think before 
climbing up a high haystack. 
Our fear keeps us safe and we 
can enjoy the farm. 

 
Scene 3: 
Drawing Comments 
Draw a house. We love going home. Home is 

safe, or is it? 
Add hot stove, a hot shower, a 
flight of stairs. 

But even our houses can be a 
dangerous place. We can touch 
a stove that is hot. We can fall 
down the stairs and we can get 
burnt under a shower that is too 
hot. 



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

13 

burnt under a shower that is too 
hot. 

 But, our fear will keep us safe. 
Our fear will make us not touch 
the hot stove. Our fear will 
make us walk carefully down 
the stairs and our fear will 
make us ask Mum or Dad to 
turn the shower on for us. Our 
fear keeps us safe and we can 
enjoy living in our homes. 

 
Option 2 
Show a picture of each of the scenes mentioned above and make 
the same comments as above. 
 
Conclusion for both options: 

- Fear is not a bad thing - it’s a good thing. 
- It makes us do things that keep us safe. 
- Proverbs says fearing God is a good thing. 
- God is big and powerful. 
- He will punish people who do bad things. 
- We are right to be afraid of him. 
- But our fear will make us do the right thing. 
- And the right thing is to put our trust in Jesus. 
- Because if we trust Jesus, he will take the punishment we 

deserve. 
- Fear will keep us safe. 
- Fear of God makes us believe and follow Jesus. 
- And once we trust in Jesus we will have nothing to fear from 

God ever again. 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Icebreaker: 

- What are you afraid of? 
- How does your fear keep you safe? 

 
Discuss: 

- Remember back to the story about Johnny crossing the 
road? Why was Johnny right to be afraid of the highway? 
(the trucks and cars and vans were too fast, it was too 
dangerous) 
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- Why is being afraid a good thing? 

(it helps you do the right thing, it keeps you safe) 
 

- God is so very different from us. How is he different? 
(he is powerful, big, everywhere, always good, the boss of 
everything..) 

 
- Why does the Bible say it's good to fear God? 

(we will know that we need to do something or else God will 
punish us, we need to trust in Jesus) 

 
- Revise the memory verse, Proverbs 3:5,6. Read the verse in 

the International Children's Bible version to the children. This 
verse tells us how to be a wise child. What does a wise child 
do? 
(trusts God not themselves, thinks about what God wants 
them to do before they do it) 

 
- What does this verse promise us if we trust God? 

(trusting God means life will be good) 
 
Application: 

- Fear of fire means you respect the fire, so don’t touch it. Fear 
of God means you know that you are in big trouble, so you 
trust in Jesus. Do you fear God? Have you put your trust in 
Jesus? 

- Do you need to fear God’s punishment once you've put your 
trust in Jesus? 

- What can you say to someone who doesn’t know God or 
think about him much? 

 
Conclusion: 

- Fear is a good thing. 
- Fear makes us treat things properly and helps us make wise 

decisions. 
- Fear of God is good. 
- It makes us ask Jesus to take the punishment we deserve. 
- Fear of God is the beginning of living a wise life. 
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Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Father God, – you are powerful, – you know everything – and you 
are the boss of everything. – Thank you – that because I put my 
trust in Jesus – I never have to fear – being punished for my sins.  
– Amen  
 
Individual prayer 
Encourage the children to talk to God about someone they love 
whom they are worried doesn’t fear God and has not put their trust 
in Jesus. 
  
Memory Verse 
 
Warning: Check for allergies before doing this activity. 
 

- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 
Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil with the memory 
verse Proverbs 3:5,6 written on a heart shape.  

- Copy one per child on cardboard, cut out and punch a hole in 
the top of each. 

- Provide plastic tubing and a variety of craft material (can be 
coloured pasta, fruit loops, patty pans with holes punched in, 
coloured paper strips with holes punched in…) to thread on 
to make a necklace. 

- Thread the heart shape so that it sits in the middle of the 
necklace.  

  
Imaginary Play 
 
Set up the following play centres and talk with the children about 
things they might be afraid of at each centre and what wise thing 
they would do to keep them safe: 
 

- Farm: complete with barn, animals, fences (fear: falling off 
barn, charged by a bull, butted by a goat…etc.)  

- House: complete with furniture and people (fears: burnt by 
stove, falling down the stairs, getting burnt by hot water in 
shower…etc.) 

- Road: complete with cars and road mat  (fears: being run 
over, car accident…etc.) 
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The Fear Of The Lord 
Proverbs 1:7 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - If we know who God is, then we will fear him, and our 
fear will make us trust in Jesus. 
 
Definition of Wisdom - Wisdom is knowing what the right thing is 
to say and what the right thing is to do every time. 
 
Group Mimes 
 
Instructions: 

- Divide the children into groups and ask them to think of a 
group mime about being afraid of something.  

- Groups perform mimes to other groups and other groups 
need to guess what they are afraid of. 

 
Conclusion: 

- Fear is not a bad thing. 
- It stops us from touching a hot stove. 
- It stops us from going too close to the edge of a cliff. 
- It makes us stand back when we see a spider. 
- Fear is a good thing because it keeps us safe. 
- The Bible says it's a good thing to fear God. 
- He hates bad things and he will punish people who do bad 

things. 
- He will punish us. 
- But if we fear God, we will know what to do. 
- We will trust in Jesus. 
- Because if we trust in Jesus we never have to fear God’s 

judgement again.  
 
Zoom, Zoom, Screech, Screech 
 
Instructions: 

- Stand children in a circle.  
- Leader begins by turning their head to the right and saying 

‘zoom’ to the child beside him/her.  
- That child then passes ‘zoom’ to the person on their right and 

so on around the circle.  
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- Stop when the 'zoom' reaches the leader. 
- This time the leader passes ‘screech’ to the child on their left. 
- That child then passes it on and so on around the circle.  
- When the children have understood how to pass on both 

'zoom' and 'screech' (i.e. what direction they must turn their 
head when they say each word), explain that anyone can 
now change the direction of the message at any time. 

- So, if a child has 'zoom' passed to them they can pass 
'screech' back to that same person. 

- If a child hesitates they are out (i.e. sit in circle). 
- If a child turns their head the wrong way (e.g. turns left to say 

'zoom' instead of right), they are out. 
- Last three people left win. 

 
Conclusion: 

- Being afraid to cross a busy road is good. 
- It's good to be afraid. 
- Fear helps us to choose to do the right thing. 
- Proverbs says the beginning of wisdom is fear of God. 

  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 
- Copy and cut one gap activity on page 20 per child 

 
Icebreaker: 

- What are you afraid of? 
- How does your fear keep you safe? 

 
Discuss: 

- Remember back to the story about Johnny crossing the 
road? Why was Johnny right to be afraid of the highway? 
(the trucks and cars and vans were too fast, it was too 
dangerous) 

 
- Why is fear a good thing? 

(it helps you do the right thing, it keeps you safe) 
 

- God is so very different from us. How is he different? 
(he is powerful, big, everywhere, always good, the boss of 
everything..) 
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- Why does the Bible say it's good to fear God? 
(we will know that we need to do something or else God will 
punish us, we need to trust in Jesus) 

 
- Revise the memory verse, Proverbs 3:5,6. Read the verse in 

the International Children's Bible version to the children. This 
verse tells us how to be a wise child. What does a wise child 
do? 
(trusts God not themselves, thinks about what God wants 
them to do before they do it) 

 
- What does this verse promise us if we trust God? 

(trusting God means life will be good) 
 

- If you had to explain what being wise is all about what would 
you say?  

 
- Read Proverbs 14:8a. What does this person tell you a wise 

person is able to do? 
(able to know what to do) 

 
Gap Activity 

- Ask the children to fill in the missing words.  
 

- Answers:  
A person becomes wise when they understand who God is and 
that it is right to fear him.  
 
A person who fears God will turn and trust in Jesus. 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Lean not on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he will make 
your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5,6 
 
Application: 

- Fear of fire means you respect the fire, so don’t touch it. Fear 
of God means you know that you are in big trouble, so you 
trust in Jesus. Do you fear God? Have you put your trust in 
Jesus? 

- Do you need to fear God’s judgement once you've put your 
trust in Jesus? 

- Fear also means that you respect God. You treat him with 
the honour he deserves. How do you show others that you 
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honour and respect God?  
- What can you say to someone who doesn’t know God or 

think about him much? 
 
Conclusion: 

- Fear is a good thing. 
- Fear makes us treat things properly and helps us make wise 

decisions. 
- Fear of God is good. 
- It makes us ask Jesus to take the punishment we deserve. 
- So now we no longer fear God’s judgement. 
- Fear of God is the beginning of living a wise life. 

  
Prayer Time 
 

- If a child is a Christian encourage them to thank God that he 
has made them wise, because they have put their trust in 
Jesus.  

- If a child is not certain, encourage them to ask God to make 
them wise and put their trust in Jesus. 

- Pray about Proverbs 3;5,6. 
  
Zoom, Zoom, Screech, Screech 
 

- Play this game again. 
  
Fear Factor 
 
Need: digital camera per group. 
 

- Each group has to create frozen statues about fearful 
situations. 

- Photograph each statue created and title each. 
- Photograph as many as you have time for. 
- Leaders import photographs into a computer and children 

view their creations. 
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The Fear Of The Lord 
Proverbs 1:7 

A person becomes wise when they understand ________ God is 
and that it is right to ________ him.  
 
A person who ______ God will turn and _______ in Jesus. 
 
Trust in the ________ with all your ___________. Lean not on 
your own __________. In all your ________ acknowledge him and 
he will make your paths _____________. Proverbs __:5,6 
 
 
 

The Fear Of The Lord 
Proverbs 1:7 

A person becomes wise when they understand ________ God is 
and that it is right to ________ him.  
 
A person who ______ God will turn and _______ in Jesus. 
 
Trust in the ________ with all your ___________. Lean not on 
your own __________. In all your ________ acknowledge him and 
he will make your paths _____________. Proverbs __:5,6 
 
 
 

The Fear Of The Lord 
Proverbs 1:7 

A person becomes wise when they understand ________ God is 
and that it is right to ________ him.  
 
A person who ______ God will turn and _______ in Jesus. 
 
Trust in the ________ with all your ___________. Lean not on 
your own __________. In all your ________ acknowledge him and 
he will make your paths _____________. Proverbs __:5,6 
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Learning From Discipline  
Proverbs 29:15 

 
Narrated Drama - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - The wise child learns from their parents’ discipline. 
  
Instructions 
Create a PowerPoint to accompany this script. See script for more 
details. 
The Narrator has a party lolly bag in his/her pocket. He/she places 
it on the table after the first scene. 
 
Need: 

! Narrator  
! George - an adult playing a child, has a wallet 
! Mum 
! Dad 
! Sally - an adult playing George's little sister 
! Props 

o table with 6 caramel buddies laid out 
o a bag of lollies 

! Data projector and screen 
! Sound effects - door creaking, footsteps 

 

Script Actions 

(Narrator)  

Children, I need your help to tell 
this story.  

 

When you see these words on 
the screen, you are going to 
say, "Uh oh!"    

PowerPoint: ‘Uh oh!’ 
 

Let’s practice.    Practice with audience. 

Now to our story. PowerPoint: off 

One day, George crept up to his 
sister's door.   

George enters, creeping. 

The door was shut.  
    

George mimes trying to open an 
imaginary door. 

There was a big sign on the PowerPoint: “No boys allowed!”
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door.   

No boys allowed! George mimes reading the sign. 

George ignored the sign. 
    

George waves one hand at the 
sign, as if dismissing it. 

George slowly opened the door 
and looked inside.  
    

Sound effect: door opening. 
George mimes slowly opening 
the imaginary door and then 
peering around the room. 

Great!  George gives the thumbs up. 

His sister wasn’t there.   George relaxes. 

George crept over to her desk.  George creeps over to the table. 

And there they were.    George indicates the buddies. 

Six caramel buddies!    George holds up six fingers. 

George loved caramel buddies.  George licks his lips. 

They were his favourites.   George nods. 

George said,     

"Sally won’t miss one caramel 
buddy!"   

George repeats. 

So George ate one.  
  

George picks up one, admires it, 
then eats it. 

It was delicious!    George licks his lips 

Ummmmmm! Boy was it good! George rubs his tummy. 

George looked at the other 
caramel buddies.  

George looks at the other 
buddies. 

They looked good too.   George licks his lips. 

Maybe just one more.  
   

George looks at the audience 
and holds up one finger. 

The second one tasted even 
better.  

George eats second buddy and 
really enjoys it. 

The third one was great too. 
   

George eats third buddy and 
enjoys it even more. 

There seemed no point in 
leaving the others.   

George shrugs and stuffs the 
rest of the buddies in his mouth. 
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So George helped himself.  

Just then George heard 
footsteps.   

Sound effects: footsteps.  

(Audience)  

Uh oh!      PowerPoint: ‘Uh oh!’ 

(Sally)   Mum, Dad and Sally enter. 
George spins around and faces 
them. 

"George!" Sally cries this out with her 
hands on her hips. 

(Narrator)  

George knew he was in big 
trouble. 

George looks worried. 

George tried to say something, 
but his mouth was too full of 
caramel buddies. 

George tries to speak but 
chokes on the caramel buddies. 

Then George’s Mum said,  

“You did the wrong thing.  Mum repeats. 

You know you don’t steal. Mum repeats. 

It hurts Sally and it hurts God." Mum repeats. 

George hung his head.  George hangs his head. 

Then George’s Dad said,  

“Go and get your pocket 
money.”  

Dad repeats. 

George looked up and asked, George looks up. 

 “Why?”     George repeats. 

George’s Dad looked straight at 
George.   

Dad stares hard at George. 
 

“You're going to buy your sister 
six caramel buddies  

Dad repeats. 

to replace the ones you ate.”  Dad repeats. 

George nodded. That seemed George nods, turns as if to go. 
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fair. 

But his Dad hadn’t finished.  

“Then you're going to buy her 
six more caramel buddies  

Dad repeats. 
George looks shocked. 

to make sure you learn not to 
steal.” 

Dad repeats. 

George did his maths.   

Six plus six equals twelve.   George adds up with his fingers. 

Twelve caramel buddies!   George mouths ‘Twelve!’ 

George looked at his money!  George pulls out his wallet and 
looks distressed. 

George was not happy!  George looks miserable. 

Not happy at all.   All actors freeze. 

(pause) Narrator steps in front of actors 
and speaks directly to the 
audience. 

God hates it when we steal.  

George’s Mum and Dad love 
God. 

 

So George’s Mum and Dad hate 
stealing. 

 

George’s Mum and Dad 
punished George, to help 
George not to steal again. 

 

I wonder if George learnt?   

 Narrator goes to the side again. 
All actors exit. 

Six months later... PowerPoint: "6 months later…" 

George crept up to his sister's 
door.   

George enters creeping. 

The door was shut.  
    

George mimes trying to open an 
imaginary door. 

There was a big sign on the PowerPoint: “No boys Georges 
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door. allowed!”  

No Georges allowed! George mimes reading the sign 
and laughs. 

George ignored the sign. 
    

George waves one hand at the 
sign, as if dismissing it. 

George slowly opened the door 
and looked inside.  
    

Sound effect: door opening. 
George mimes slowly opening 
the imaginary door and then 
peering around the room. 

Great!  George gives the thumbs up. 

His sister wasn’t there.   George relaxes. 

George crept over to her desk.  George creeps over to table. 

And there it was.    George indicates lolly bag. 

The lolly bag from the birthday 
party.   

George rubs his hands together. 

It was full of lollies!   
    

George holds up bag, as if 
heavy with lollies. 

George loved lollies.    George licks his lips. 

George looked inside.   George opens bag. 

They were all his favourites.  
  

George looks at audience and 
nods. 

George said,     

"Sally won’t miss one lolly!"  George repeats. 

George reached inside the bag 
and pulled out a caramel buddy!  

George reaches inside and pulls 
out a caramel buddy. 

Boy, oh boy!  

George's all time favourite lolly! George licks his lips. 

George was about to eat the 
caramel buddy...  

George opens mouth and holds 
lolly up as if to eat it, but stops. 

(pause)  

George put the caramel buddy 
back in the bag.  

George places the buddy back 
inside the bag and places bag 
on the table. 
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George pulled out his wallet.  George pulls out his wallet. 

He looked inside.   George looks inside wallet. 

And George remembered.  George looks thoughtful. 

He was not happy when he had 
to buy his sister twelve caramel 
buddies.   

George shakes his head. 

If he ate the lollies, his sister 
would be upset, then his Mum 
and Dad would punish him and 
then George would be upset. 
  

George points to the lolly bag, 
pretends to be Sally crying, 
pretends to be his Dad frowning 
and pretends to be himself 
crying/looking at his wallet. 

George put the lolly bag back 
on the desk.    

George carefully places bag on 
the table. 

And George went out to play. George turns and exits. 
 

(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 
 

In the book of Proverbs it tells us 
how to be wise. 

 

For children, being wise means 
learning from your parent's 
discipline.  

 

The child who is wise learns 
from the punishment his parent's 
give him. 

 

George learnt not to steal.  

His Mum and Dad taught him 
that when they punished him. 

 

When our parents punish us for 
doing wrong things they are 
teaching us - not to do it again. 

 

Will you learn to go God’s way?  

Will you learn when your Mum 
and Dad punish you? 
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Learning From Discipline  
Proverbs 29:15 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - The wise child learns from their parents' discipline. 
 
Memory Verse 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
Colossians 3:20  
   
Both memory verses are available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs that speak about learning to do the right thing, 
learning to go God's way. 
 
Sing the following song as a theme song for the book of Proverbs: 
God Speaks (from the CD, Get Ready, EMU Music). 
  
Hangman Variation 
 

- Divide the children into two teams (boys and girls) and play a 
game of Hangman Variation with the following words: 
Discipline. Punishment. Correction. 

- To play, simply replace each letter of the word with a dash. 
Children then take turns in guessing possible letters. Every 
time a letter is guessed, the leader writes the letter in the 
appropriate space or spaces. 

- The team is then awarded points:  
• 1 point every time the letter appears in the coded 

message 
• 2 points every time they guess a letter that completes a 

word 
- If a team selects a letter that does not appear in the word, no 

points are awarded. 
- The team with the most points wins. 
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Conclusion: 
- What does the word discipline mean?  

(to teach/train someone to choose to do the right thing) 
- It is the way God wants our parents to train us. 
- One of the ways they train us is by punishing us when we 

don’t do the right thing. 
- Then we have a choice: to learn or not to learn from this 

correction. 
- We may not like it, but we need it. 
- We need our Mums and Dads to discipline us. 
- And we need to learn from their discipline. 
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Learning From Discipline  
Proverbs 29:15 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - The wise child learns from their parents' discipline. 
  
Warning:  

1. Be careful about letting the children publicly disrespect 
their parents. Constantly direct the children to talk about 
what they did wrong and whether they learnt from the 
punishment they received.  

2. This study may bring to light child protection issues (i.e. 
excessive or abusive punishment). Please be sensitive 
and take appropriate action if a child discloses incidents 
of abuse. 

 
Option 1: Simon Says Game 
 
- Play Simon Says with the following variation.  
- Instead of ‘Simon says’, change it to either ‘Mum says’ or 

‘Dad says’. If ‘no one’ says, and the child does the action, 
they are out. 

 
Possible instructions: 
- Dad says pick up your toys  
- Mum says have a bath  
- Put your seat belt on  
- Dad says put your shoes on  
- Mum says go to sleep  
- Eat your dinner 

Option 2: Leviticus 19:11 Dance 
 
- Form a circle holding hands.  
- As you play Leviticus 19:11, the children sing along and 

slowly begin to move around in a circle to the left.  
- As the song speeds up, have the circle move around quicker 

and quicker and quicker.  
- When it stops, have all the children fall to the ground as they 

sing ‘that’s Leviticus chapter 19 verse 11’. 
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Conclusion: 
- Lying, deceiving and stealing are some of the things God 

wants our parents to teach us not to do. 
- God wants us to tell the truth because he always tells the 

truth. 
- God wants us not to pretend about things that aren’t true, 

because Jesus never pretended. 
- And God wants us never to take things that don’t belong to 

us. 
- And God wants our parents to teach us these things. 
- So children, listen to your parents when they teach these 

things. 
 
This verse can be found on Colin Buchanan's CD, Practise Being 
Godly. To find out more about this CD, go to Kidswise Links. 

 
Large Group Discussion 
 
- Why do Mum and Dad punish you?  
- Don’t they love you? 
- Who told them to punish you when you do the wrong thing? 

 
Option 1: Story Time  
 
Retell the children's talk by using a series of statues. One leader 
forms the following frozen statues, in order. The other leader talks 
the children through the story by making some linking statements 
and asking a few questions. 
 
Script Frozen Statue 
What is _______ doing here? 
Yes, he's/she's creeping into 
his/her sister's rooms, hoping not 
to get caught. 

Leader creeps into room. 

What does he/she have here? 
Yes, his sister's six caramels. Is 
he/she allowed to have the 
caramels?  

Leader holds up an imaginary 
bag of lollies, licks lips.  
Note: you may like to have six 
caramels to make it easier for the 
children of this age group. 
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What's happened here? Oh, no! 
He's/she's caught. Everyone was 
there - Mum, Dad and his/her 
little sister. He/she was in big 
trouble. 

Leader caught by sister and 
parents. 

What was his/her punishment? 
That's right he/she had to buy 
his/her little sister six caramels to 
replace the ones he/she took 
and six more to make him/her 
remember not to do it again.  

Leader painfully looks at wallet. 

 
Option 2: Story Time 
 
Retell the children's talk by using a series of pictures of George. 
One leader can draw the following pictures. The other leader talks 
the children through the story by making some linking statements 
and asking a few questions. 
 
Script Pictures 
What is George doing in this 
picture? 
Yes, he's creeping into his 
sister's room, hoping not to get 
caught. 

George creeping into room. 

What does he have here? 
Yes, his sister's lolly bag. Is he 
allowed to have the lolly bag? 

George looking at six caramels, 
licking his lips, eyes wide open. 

What's happened here? Oh, no! 
He's caught. Everyone was 
there - Mum, Dad and his little 
sister. He was in big trouble. 

George with head down. Mum 
and Dad with hands on hips and 
stern faces. Little sister with 
eyes and mouth wide open. 

What was his punishment? 
That's right he had to buy his 
little sister six caramels to 
replace the ones he took and six 
more to make him remember 
not to do it again. 

Money. Six caramels, then six 
more. 
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K-1 Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil titled, I did the wrong 
thing. I …… My punishment was …... My parents love me, 
so they punished me. They want to teach me not to do it 
again. Proverbs 13:24, 29:15a Make one copy per child. 

- Set of coloured pencils or markers 
- Clipboards, one child 

 
Discuss: 
- Did he/she (option 1) or George (option 2) learn not to steal? 

(yes) 
 
- How do you know?  

(he/she didn't steal the lolly bag the second time)  
 
- In Proverbs it says that if a parent doesn’t punish their child 

then they don’t love their child. So, every time your Mum and 
Dad punish you, what are they doing?  
(loving me) 

 
- Do you feel loved when you get punished? 

(it doesn’t fell like love, but it’s teaching me not to do bad 
things, and that is good) 

 
- In Proverbs it says that the wise child learns from their 

parent's punishment. They stop doing the wrong thing. But 
the foolish child doesn’t learn. They keep on doing the same 
wrong thing. Mum and Dad can’t force you to learn. You 
need to decide whether or not you are going to learn. 

 
Application: 
- What things have you learnt not to do again?  
- What did your Mum or Dad do to teach that? 

 
Conclusion: 
- Jesus always obeyed. 
- Jesus always did the right thing. 
- But we don’t. 
- We need to learn to do the right thing. 
- And loving Jesus means we will want to learn. 
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- Learn to go God's way. 
- Loving Jesus means learning when your Mum or Dad 

punishes you for doing the wrong thing. 
 
Activity: 
- Hand out stencils. 
- Ask children to think about something they’ve done wrong.  
- Write done what they did wrong and what their punishment 

was. 
- Ask children to draw a picture of what they did wrong.  
- Try and get them to draw how, what they did wrong, hurt the 

people around them (e.g. made their sister cry). 
- Ask them to share their pictures with each other. 

 
Year 2 Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil titled, I did the wrong 
thing. I …… My punishment was …... My parents love me, 
so they punished me. They want to teach me not to do it 
again. Proverbs 13:24, 29:15a Make one copy per child. 

- Write the following two verses from Proverbs (from the 
International Children's Bible version) on strips of paper (one 
set per group)… 
If a person does not punish his children, he does not love 
them. Proverbs 13:24 
Punishment and correction make a child wise. Proverbs 
29:15a 

- Set of coloured pencils or markers 
- Clipboards, one child 

 
Discuss: 
- Did he/she (option 1) or George (option 2) learn not to steal? 

(yes) 
 
- How do you know?  

(he/she didn't steal the lolly bag the second time)  
 
- Reveal and read Proverbs13:24. If a parent doesn’t punish 

their children what aren't they doing? 
(loving them) 
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- So, every time your Mum and Dad punish you, what are they 
doing?  
(loving me) 

 
- Do you feel loved when you get punished? 

(it doesn’t feel like love, but it’s teaching me not to do bad 
things, so that must be good) 

 
- Reveal and read Proverbs 29:15a. When your parents 

punish you or correct you, what are they hoping you will 
become?  
(wise) 

 
- What does being wise mean? 

(making the right choices, choosing to go God's way, to do 
what Jesus would've done) 

 
Application: 
- Mum and Dad can’t force you to learn. In Proverbs it says 

that the child needs to decide whether or not they are going 
to learn. What things have you learnt not to do again? What 
did your Mum or Dad do to teach that? 

 
Conclusion: 
- Jesus always obeyed. 
- Jesus always did the right thing. 
- But we don’t. 
- We need to learn to do the right thing. 
- And loving Jesus means we will want to learn. 
- Learn to go God's way. 
- Loving Jesus means learning when your Mum or Dad 

punishes you for doing the wrong thing. 
 
Activity: 
- Hand out stencils. 
- Ask children to think about something they’ve done wrong.  
- Write done what they did wrong and what their punishment 

was. 
- Ask children to draw a picture of what they did wrong.  
- Try and get them to draw how, what they did wrong, hurt the 

people around them (e.g. made their sister cry). 
- Ask them to share their pictures with each other. 
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Prayer Time  
 
Repeated Prayer 
Dear God, – thank you for my Mum and Dad. – Please help me – 
to learn when I'm punished – not to do it again. – Please help me – 
to become more and more like Jesus – who always chose – to do 
the right thing. – Amen. 
 
Application:  
- Ask each child to look at the picture they drew. 
- What bad thing did you do? 
- What was your punishment? 
- Did you learn not to do it again? 

 
Individual Prayer 
Have the children pray about what they drew (i.e. to say sorry to 
God for what they did and to ask God to help them not do it again). 
Pray for their Mum and Dad. 
  
Craft Activities (select from the following activities) 
 
Flowers  
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil of a bunch of stems 
(no flowers) with a ribbon tied around the stems and the 
words, Dear Mum, thanks for punishing me when I do the 
wrong thing. I know that you love me and want to teach me 
not to do bad things. Love …….. Proverbs 13:24 Make one 
copy per child on A4 paper.  

- Have child write their name on dotted line.  
- Cut coloured patty pans to form flowers. To do this, cut down 

the side of the patty pan at regular intervals (i.e. every third 
ripple).  

- Separate the patty pans and provide glue for the children to 
glue the flower heads (i.e. patty pans) to the top of the flower 
stems.  

- Optional: provide heart shapes punched out of coloured 
paper to decorate the boarder. 

 
Bowtie  
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil of a bowtie with the 
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following words written around the edge, Dear Dad, thanks 
for punishing me when I do the wrong thing. I know that you 
love me and want to teach me not to do bad things. Love 
…….. Proverbs 13:24 Copy and cut one bowtie per child on 
brightly coloured cardboard.  

- Have child write their name on dotted line.  
- Provide dot stickers for the children to decorate the bow tie. 

 
Balloon Person  
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil of two feet joined 
together with the following words written around the edge of 
the feet, Children obey your parents in everything, for this 
pleases the Lord. Colossians 3:20 Copy one pair of feet per 
child on cardboard.  

- Cut a slit down the middle of the two feet where indicated. 
Blow up one balloon per child.  

- Children can draw a happy face on the balloon with 
permanent markers.  

- Add stickers for eyes and shredded tissue for hair taped on 
with sticky tape.  

- Push the knot of the balloon through the slit between the two 
feet.  

- The balloon will be kept upright by the feet. 
 
Imaginary Play  
 
Option 1 
Provide a doll's house, people and furniture to set up a family 
situation. Encourage the children to retell situations where the 
children do the wrong thing and are punished (e.g. sent to room, 
have to tidy up toys, have to have time out…) and then learn not to 
do it again. 
 
Option 2 
Provide dress up clothes (i.e. dresses, hats, handbags, suit coats, 
ties, hats) for the children to create plays about family situations 
where the children do the wrong thing and are punished (e.g. sent 
to room, have to tidy up toys, have to have time out…) and then 
learn not to do it again. 
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Learning From Discipline  
Proverbs 29:15 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - The wise child learns from their parents' discipline. 

  
Warning:  

1. Be careful about letting the children publicly disrespect 
their parents. Constantly direct the children to talk about 
what they did wrong and whether they learnt from the 
punishment they received.  

2. This study may bring to light child protection issues (i.e. 
excessive or abusive punishment). Please be sensitive 
and take appropriate action if a child discloses incidents 
of abuse. 

 
Role Play 
 
- Divide the children into small groups. 
- Each group has to create a short drama with two scenes. 
- Scene 1: child/children does the wrong thing and is punished 

by parents. 
- Scene 2: child/children is/are tempted to repeat the wrong 

thing and either learn/s or doesn't learn from the punishment. 
 
Conclusion: 
- A parent's job is to train children by punishing them when 

they do the wrong thing. 
- What is the child's job? 

(to learn from the punishment not to do it again) 
 
Discipline (optional) 
 
In small groups, ask the children to make as many words as they 
can from the word discipline in four minutes. 
 
e.g. disciple, disc, in, line, slip 
 
The group with the most words wins. 
 
Conclusion: 
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- The small word inside Discipline is disciple. 
- A disciple is a learner. 
- Jesus disciples followed him around for three years, learning 

from him. 
- When our parents discipline us they want us to learn things. 
- They want us to learn not to repeat bad behaviour. 

 
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Hand each group a copy of the following questions. Give them 
time to discuss the questions and then have them come back and 
share their ideas on one or two of the questions. 
 
- What is discipline?  
- Is it fun being disciplined?  
- Why not?  
- Why do parents discipline you? 

 
Proverbs Gap Activity (small groups) 
 
Need: 
- Copy and cut one set of the Proverbs (pages 41-42) per 

group 
- Copy and cut one set of word (pages 43) per group 

 
Instructions: 
- Hand one Proverb to each child. If there are more than eight 

children in the group, have children work in pairs. If less, give 
some children two Proverbs to work on. 

- Scatter the words in the middle of the group.  
- Children then begin to select words from the middle trying to 

find the missing words in their Proverbs.  
- See leader's answers are on page 44. 
- First child to get both words matched up correctly wins. 
- Ask children to read their verse/s and tell the group what 

their verse teaches them about discipline. 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 
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Discuss: 
- Read Proverbs 13:24 again. If a parent doesn’t punish their 

children what aren't they doing? 
(loving them) 
 

- So, every time your Mum and Dad punish you, what are they 
doing?  
(loving me) 

 
- Do you feel loved when you get punished? 

(it doesn’t feel like love, but it’s teaching me not to do bad 
things, so that must be good) 

 
Application: Do you thank God that your parents punish you? 
 
- Read Proverbs 15:5 again. If you don’t learn from being 

punished what does this verse say you are? 
(a fool/silly, not wise) 

 
Application: Mum and Dad can’t force you to learn not to do it 
again. In Proverbs it says that the child needs to decide whether or 
not they are going to learn. What things have you learnt not to do 
again? What did your Mum or Dad do to teach that? 
 
Application: Encourage each child to share the last time they were 
punished 
- state what they did 
- what the punishment was 
- did the punishment make them wise (i.e. have they done the 

same wrong thing again?) 
 
Conclusion: 
- Jesus always obeyed. 
- Jesus always did the right thing. 
- But we don’t. 
- We need to learn to do the right thing. 
- And loving Jesus means we will want to learn. 
- Learn to go God's way. 
- Loving Jesus means learning when your Mum or Dad 

punishes you for doing the wrong thing. 
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Application: Letter To Parents 
 
Ask the children to write a letter to their parents: 
- thank them for loving them 
- thank them for the job they are doing in raising them 
- thank them for punishing them 
- thank them for training them to not to do the wrong thing 
- thank them for teaching them to obey them and God 

 
Prayer Time 
 
- Pray for their parents (it’s difficult to discipline fairly, but that’s 

the job God has given them). 
- Pray for themselves, that they will learn quickly from the 

punishment. 
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   Proverbs Gap Activity 
 
 
My son, keep your father's __________. Don’t 
forget your mother's ___________. Remember their 
words forever… Their commands are like a lamp. 
Their teaching like a light. And the correction that 
comes from them _____ you have life. Proverbs 
6:20, 21a, 23 
 
 
 
The person who accepts correction is on the way to 
_____. But the person who ignores correction will 
be ______. Proverbs 10:17 
 
 
 
Anyone who loves learning ________ being 
corrected. But a person who hates being corrected 
is ________. Proverbs 12:1 
 
 
 
If a person does not punish his children, he does 
not ______ them. But the person who loves his 
children is ________ to correct them. 
Proverbs13:24 
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A foolish person _______ his father's correction. 
But anyone who accepts correction is _______. 
Proverbs 15:5 
 
 
 
A person who refuses correction _________ 
himself. But a person who accepts correction gains 
____________. Proverbs 15:32 
 
 
 
Punishment and correction make a ________ wise. 
If he is left to do as he pleases, he will __________ 
his mother. Proverbs 29:15 
 
 
 
Correct your son and you will be _________ of him. 
He will give you __________. Proverbs 29:17 
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commands 
 
teaching 
 
helps 
 
life 
 
ruined 
 
accepts 
 
stupid 
 
love 
 
careful 
 
rejects 
 
wise 
 
hates 
 
understanding 
 
child 
 
disgrace 
 
proud 
 
pleasure 
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   Proverbs Gap Activity 
     (answers) 
 
My son, keep your father's commands. Don’t forget your mother's 
teaching. Remember their words forever… Their commands are 
like a lamp. Their teaching like a light. And the correction that 
comes from them helps you have life. Proverbs 6:20, 21a, 23 
 
The person who accepts correction is on the way to life. But the 
person who ignores correction will be ruined. Proverbs 10:17 
 
Anyone who loves learning accepts being corrected. But a person 
who hates being corrected is stupid. Proverbs 12:1 
 
If a person does not punish his children, he does not love them. 
But the person who loves his children is careful to correct them. 
Proverbs13:24 
 
A foolish person rejects his father's correction. But anyone who 
accepts correction is wise. Proverbs 15:5 
 
A person who refuses correction hates himself. But a person who 
accepts correction gains understanding. Proverbs 15:32 
 
Punishment and correction make a child wise. If he is left to do as 
he pleases, he will disgrace his mother. Proverbs 29:15 
 
Correct your son and you will be proud of him. He will give you 
pleasure. Proverbs 29:17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

45 

Examine Your Own Heart 
Proverbs 20:9; 21:2 

 
Narrated Drama - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - Everyone does wrong. So, fix the wrong you are 
doing first, before you point out the wrong in others.  
 
Instructions 
Narrator needs to emphasize any word written in bold. This will 
bring variety to the narration. 
Peter is to be dressed in a jacket covering a dirty t-shirt along with 
a hat or cap that covers very dirty messy hair.  
Persons #1, #2, #3 and #4 step forward when Peter is addressing 
him or her. They then move back at the end of their dialogue. 
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
! Characters: 

• Peter - carries a magnifying glass, over-size glasses, 
large packet of lollies (see instructions for costume) 

• Person #1 - carries packet of lollies 
• Person #2 - wears glasses 
• Person #3  
• Person #4  

! Props 
• Magnifying glass 
• Glasses  
• Ridiculously over-sized glasses 
• Small packet of lollies 
• Big packet of lollies 

 

Script Actions 

(Narrator)  

In Proverbs 20:9 it says, 'No 
one can say, "I am innocent. I 
have never done anything 
wrong." 

 

However, we find it easier to 
see the wrong in others than to 
see the wrong in ourselves. 
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This is Peter. Enter Peter. 

Peter notices everything. Peter pulls out a big magnifying 
glass. 

These are Peter’s friends. Four actors enter waving and 
stand in a line. 

Peter notices everything. Peter walks in front of each 
person and investigates him or 
her with his magnifying glass. 

 Peter stops at Person #4 taking 
an extra long look. 

(Peter) Peter notices an apparent mark 
on Person #4’s t-shirt. 

"Look at the spot on your t-shirt.  Person #4 tries to find spot 
(finds it hard to locate) and 
when they do, tries to clean it 
off. 

I can’t believe you're going out 
like that!" 

 

(Narrator) Peter removes his jacket 
revealing a very dirty t-shirt. 

Peter notices everything. Peter moves along to Person 
#3. 

(Peter)  

"Don’t you ever wash your 
hair?"  

 

It’s filthy!" Person #3 pats down his/her 
hair and looks embarrassed. 

(Narrator) Peter removes his hat revealing 
messy, dirty hair. 

Peter notices everything. Peter moves along to Person 
#2. 

(Peter)  

"Where did you get those 
glasses?  

Person #2 removes glasses, 
looks embarrassed and puts 
glasses in his/her pocket. 



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

47 

They’re so daggy."  

(Narrator) Peter puts on his own massive 
glasses. 

Peter notices everything. Peter moves along to Person 
#1. 

 Person #1 opens a small packet 
of lollies and offers a lolly to the 
other three people on the stage 
and then takes two lollies for 
him/herself. Person #1 puts the 
lollies in his/her mouth one at a 
time so it is obvious. 

(Peter)   

"Did you see that?  Peter addresses audience. 

He (or she) took two lollies.  Peter holds up two fingers, then 
takes a big bag of lollies from 
his pocket and begins to stuff 
his mouth with lollies while still 
speaking. 

How greedy!"  

 Peter walks off stage in a huff. 

(Narrator)   

Peter notices everything. Peter’s friends all shake their 
heads and exit. 

Well almost everything.  
 

(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 
 

Children, it’s so easy to see 
what's wrong in other people's 
lives. 

 

To point out the wrong things 
they do. 

 

It’s much harder to see the 
wrong we do.  

 

Remember, every time we point Narrator points his/her finger, 
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the finger at someone else, 
there are three fingers pointing 
back at us. 

then reveals the three fingers 
pointing back at him/her. 

God wants us to be more 
concerned about what we do.  

 

What we say.  

What our hearts are like.  

Let's ask God to help us.  

Dear God, please help us to be 
more concerned about what we 
do.  

 

Please help us look at what we 
think, say and do.  

 

Please change us to be more 
and more like your Son, Jesus. 
Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

49 

Examine Your Own Heart 
Proverbs 20:9; 21:2 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - Everyone does wrong. So, fix the wrong you are 
doing first, before you point out the wrong in others.  
 
Memory Verse 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
This memory verse is available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about confessing our sin and asking God to help 
us change to be more like Jesus. 
 
Sing the following song as a theme song for the book of Proverbs: 
God Speaks (from the CD, Get Ready, EMU Music).  
  
DVD 
 
Show the DVD titled, Judging Others. 
 
Purchase and download the DVD from the Quizworx web site 
(www.quizworx.com). 
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Examine Your Own Heart 
Proverbs 20:9; 21:2 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - Everyone does wrong. So, fix the wrong you are 
doing first, before you point out the wrong in others.  
 
Brainstorm 
 

- As a group, make a list of the bad things they see other 
children doing. 

- Leader/s write words or draw simple drawings to represent 
the children's responses (e.g. hitting, saying rude words, 
getting angry, disobeying Mum and Dad, etc.). 

- Leader then goes through the list and asks if anyone has 
done some of these bad things themselves.  

- Leaders need to admit to some of their failures to help the 
children admit to their own failure.  

- Underline or circle each bad thing that people in the group 
have also done. 

 
Conclusion: 

- We all do bad things. 
- Sometimes it's much easier to see the bad things other 

people do. 
- It's easy to tell everyone the bad things they are doing. 
- But God wants us to be worried about the things we do. 
- To change the things we do wrong. 
- And the good news is if we love Jesus, God's spirit will help 

us change. 
   
Activity (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 
Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil with simple faces 
expressing a sin and the title, Wrong Things People Do and 
the stencil with the list of sins for each face. Copy one of 
each stencil per child on A4 paper. 
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Discuss: 
- Remember the DVD. Why was the puppet in front of the 

judge? 
- What was wrong with the judge? 
- What was so wrong about what the judge was doing? 

 
Instructions: 

- Ask the children what they think each sin is and cut the word 
out and glue it under the correct face. 

- Ask the children to use a coloured pencil to tick the wrong 
things they have seen other people do. 

- Then with a different coloured pencil, tick the wrong things 
they have done. 

- It's good if children see leaders do this activity also. 
- Encourage the children to colour the faces in and add hair, 

ears, neck… 
 
Discuss: 

- Is it easier to tick the things you see other people doing? Or 
to tick the things you do wrong? 

- Are there two ticks beside any of your faces? 
- Have you ever pointed out a bad thing someone is doing and 

been doing that same thing yourself? 
- Why is it so wrong to point out that someone is doing a bad 

thing when you are doing it yourself?  
 
Conclusion: 

- We all do bad things. 
- Things that hurt God. 
- Things that make God angry. 
- But we make it worse when we point out the wrong things 

other people are doing, and we do those same things 
ourselves. 

- Let's stop and ask God to help us be more concerned about 
saying sorry for the bad things we do, than pointing out 
people who do those same bad things. 

  
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Father God, – we are sorry – for the bad things – we do wrong. –
Please help us – not to point out – the bad things – other people 
do – when we are doing – those same bad things ourselves. – 
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Amen. 
 
Individual Prayer 
Say sorry for the wrong things you do. Encourage children to pray 
specifically about the things they ticked on the sheet.  
  
Puppet Plays 
 

- Provide puppets and have children create puppet plays. 
  
Imaginary Play 
 
Set up the following play centres and talk with the children about 
things they might see people in those places doing wrong that they 
may do themselves: 
 

- House: complete with furniture and people  
 

- Road: complete with cars and road mat  
 

- City: complete with people 
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Examine Your Own Heart 
Proverbs 20:9; 21:2 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - Everyone does wrong. So, fix the wrong you are 
doing first, before you point out the wrong in others.  
 
Zoom, Zoom, Screech, Screech (repeated game) 
 
Introduction: 

- We played this game when we began Proverbs. 
- What is the beginning of living a wise life? 

(fearing God) 
- We heard a story about a boy called Johnny who was trying 

to cross the road. 
- What did Johnny learn to fear? 

(the road) 
- How did Johnny's fear keep him safe? 

(he chose to go a safe way – up and over the walkway) 
- Fear helps us make wise decisions. 
- Fear is a good thing. 

 
Instructions: 

- Stand children in a circle.  
- Leader begins by turning their head to the right and saying 

‘zoom’ to the child beside him/her.  
- That child then passes ‘zoom’ on to the person to their right 

and so on around the circle.  
- Stop the 'zoom' when it reaches the leader. 
- This time the leader passes ‘screech’ to the child on their left. 
- That child then passes it on and so on around the circle.  
- When the children have understood how to pass on both 

'zoom' and 'screech' (i.e. what direction they must turn their 
head when they say each word), then explain that anyone 
can now change the direction of the message at anytime. 

- So, if a child has 'zoom' passed to them they can pass 
'screech' back to that same person. 

- If a child hesitates they are out (i.e. sit in circle). 
- If a child turns their head the wrong way (e.g. turns left to say 

'zoom' instead of right), they are out. 
- Last three people left win. 
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Conclusion: 
- Being afraid to cross a busy road is good. 
- It's good to be afraid. 
- Fear helps us to choose to do the wise thing. 
- Proverbs says the beginning of wisdom is fear of God. 
- Today, we find out that recognising your own sin is also a 

very, very good thing. 
 
Judging Others 
 

- Form small groups. 
- Ask groups to create a skit based on the pattern of the 

children's talk: where someone is pointing out the small thing 
others are doing but cannot see the big thing they are doing. 

- Perform skits to each other. 
 
Conclusion: 

- When we see skits like this the wrong the person is doing 
seems so obvious.  

- But it's true. We find it easier to see the wrong in others, than 
to see the wrong in our own lives. 

- Proverbs 20:9 says we are all guilty. 
- We need to stop and recognise our failures first.  
- God wants us to be worried about the things we do. 
- To change the things we do wrong. 
- And the good news is, if we love Jesus, God's Spirit will help 

us change. 
 
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 
 
Read Proverbs 20:9 
 

- What does this verse tell you you are like? 
(not innocent, guilty of doing wrong things, failing God) 

 
- Do you think you are a good person? 

 
- What do you think about more, the good things you do or the 

things you do that are wrong? 
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Read Proverbs 21:2 
- We can all do good things. But what does this verse tell us 

about even those good things we do?  
(even the good things we do, we do for the wrong reason) 

 
- Think if you can find ten good things people can do, but they 

have actually done for a bad reason. 
 
Read Matthew 7:1-6 

- Remember the DVD. What was so wrong about what the 
judge was doing? 

 
- What do we find easy to do? 

(see what others need to change) 
 

- What do we find hard to do? 
(see what we need to change) 

 
Application: 

- Have you asked God to show you what you need to change? 
- What is one thing you know you need to change? 

 
Conclusion: 

- It's so much easier to see the wrong in others. 
- Let's pray that God will help us look at what we need to 

change. 
- That should keep us busy for the rest of our lives! 

   
Prayer Time 
 

- Encourage children to pray specifically about the things they 
have discussed.  
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 Apple Giving 
Proverbs 3:9 

 
Narrated Drama - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - God has generously given us his very best (his one 
and only Son), so we are to generously give God our very best. 
 
Instructions: 
Narrator stands to one side of the stage, wearing the farmer’s hat 
and holding the basket full of apples. Place a small table beside 
the Narrator with the toy tractor, shed, cow, horse, pig, sheep and 
wooden fences on it. Place the bowls on stage where the farmers 
can pick them up. 
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
! Farmer Brown 
! Farmer Joe 
! Props 

o basket with twenty apples 
o two bowls 
o toy tractor, shed, cow, horse, pig, sheep and wooden 

fences 
o farmer’s hat 

! Sound effect - sawing (optional) 
 

Script Actions 

In Proverbs 3:9 it says, honour 
God with your wealth.  

 

But how do we honour God with 
the money and things that we 
have?  

 

Let me tell you a story about two 
farmers that may help. 

 

(pause)  

There once were two farmers,  Farmers enter, move to centre 
stage. 

Farmer Joe and Farmer Brown.  

Both farmers worked hard. Farmers mime the actions. 
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They milked the cows.  

They fixed the fences. Sound effect: sawing. 

They planted the corn.  

Farmer Joe and Farmer Brown 
worked and worked and worked. 

 

At the end of the week they 
were exhausted.   

Farmers puff and pant, wipe the 
sweat from their brows. 

All that work!  

So they had a rest. Farmers rest. 

A well deserved rest.  

(pause)  

And they also got paid. Farmers look excited, rub hands 
together, pick up a bowl each, 
turn to face the Narrator.  
Farmer Joe stands closest to 
Narrator. 

Farmer Joe worked hard all 
week and earned ten apples. 

Narrator counts out ten apples 
into the bowl Joe holds.  
Joe then moves allowing Brown 
to come and stand next to 
Narrator. 

Farmer Brown worked hard all 
week and he earned ten apples. 

Narrator counts out ten apples 
into the bowl that Brown holds. 

Wow! Ten apples!  

Ten whole apples.   

What a lot of apples!  

How would they spend their 
apples? 

 

Farmer Brown looked at his 
apples and thought. 

 

Then he carefully picked out the 
three best apples and put them 
to one side. 

Brown puts three apples into his 
pockets.  
Brown and Joe swap places so 
that Joe is next to Narrator. 
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Meanwhile Farmer Joe was 
having a great time. 

Joe picks up an apple and 
begins to eat it. 

Farmer Joe used five apples to 
buy a new tractor. 

Joe hands over five apples to 
Narrator.  
Narrator gives Joe a toy tractor.  
Joe swaps places with Brown. 

The tractor would be very useful 
on the farm. 

 

Meanwhile Farmer Brown had 
decided to spend three apples 
on a new shed. 

Brown counts out three apples. 
Narrator gives Brown a toy 
shed.  
Brown and Joe swap places. 

Farmer Joe then decided to buy 
some animals for his farm. 

 

He bought a cow and a horse 
and a pig. 

Narrator gives them to Joe as 
they say each animal. 

Altogether they cost two apples. Narrator holds hand out. Joe 
pays two apples.  
Joe continues to eat the apple. 
Joe and Brown swap places. 

Farmer Brown also bought 
some animals.  

Narrator gives Brown some toy 
sheep. 

He bought some sheep.  

He also paid to have his fence 
fixed. 

Narrator gives Brown a toy 
wooden fence.  
Sound effect: sawing (optional) 

Altogether, it cost Farmer Brown 
four apples. 

Brown counts out four apples 
and gives them to the Narrator. 
Brown and Joe swap places. 

Farmer Joe looked.   

He only had two apples left.  

What would he spend them on? Joe thinks. 

Ummm? Uh huh!  

Farmer Joe bought himself a 
brand new farmer’s hat. 

Narrator gives Joe his hat. Joe 
gives Narrator his last two 
apples. Note: Joe is by now 
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down to an apple core. 
Farmer Joe looked.   

He had spent all his apples.   

There were none left.  

Farmer Joe looked at Farmer 
Brown. 

Brown pulls all three apples out 
of pockets and puts them back 
into the bowl. 

Farmer Brown still had three 
apples left. 

 

Farmer Joe asked Farmer 
Brown, 

 

"What are you going to do with 
those apples?" 

 
Joe repeats. 

Farmer Brown replied,  

“These apples? Brown repeats. 

I'm going to give these apples to 
God."  

 
Brown repeats. 

Farmer Joe looked around.  

What was he going to give to 
God? 

Joe looks in empty bowl, holds it 
upside down and shakes it, pulls 
out his pockets, which are 
empty.  
Finally, he pulls the apple core 
out of his mouth and holds it up 
sheepishly. 

All Farmer Joe had left was his 
apple core. 

 

He'd have to give God his apple 
core. 

 

So Farmer Brown gave God his 
best. 

Brown holds up bowl with 
apples in it, freezes. 

But Farmer Joe gave God his 
leftovers. 

Joe holds apple core up, head 
bowed, freezes. 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

60 

 

Proverbs 3:9 says, Honour the 
Lord by giving him part of your 
wealth, give him the first fruits 
from all your crops. 

Narrator stands between frozen 
farmers. 

Every thing we have, has been 
given to us by God. 

 

So, every time we receive 
something, we need to stop and 
think - how much of this will I 
give back to God? 

 

Children, God has given you his 
very best. 

 

He has given you his one and 
only Son, Jesus. 

 

What are you going to give to 
God? 

 

Are you going to give God your 
very best?  

Narrator points to Brown. 

Or are you going to give God 
what's left over? 

Narrator points to Joe. 
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Apple Giving 
Proverbs 3:9 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - God has generously given us his very best (his one 
and only Son), so we are to generously give God our very best. 
 
Memory Verse 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
This memory verse is available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about how generous God has been to us in 
sending Jesus and how we are to be generous with the money and 
things God has given us. 
 
Sing the following song as a theme song for the book of Proverbs: 
God Speaks (from the CD, Get Ready, EMU Music). 
  
Charades 
 

- Whisper one of the following jobs into a child's ear and ask 
them to mime the job. 

- Group has to guess what job they are doing. 
- When the group has guessed, the child who guessed comes 

to the front and mimes the next job. 
- As the first child finishes, pretend to pay them with pretend 

money for the work they did. 
- Jobs: nurse, teacher, dentist, cook, policeman, fireman. 

 
Conclusion: 

- Our Mums and Dads work very hard. 
- They work hard taking care of you, but they don’t get paid for 

it. 
- They do it because they love you. 
- But they do get paid for other work. 
- What work does your Mum or Dad do? 
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(take a few answers) 
- And when they get paid, they have to decide how to spend 

their money. 
- What do you think God wants us to do, the minute we're 

given money? 
- He wants us to think about how we're going to give some 

back to him.  
 
Children's Church Giving 
 
If the children in your church regularly give their money to God's 
work, then remind them why they give (see below). 
If they don't, think about introducing it as a regular part of the 
programme. 
 

- Who owns the money you get when you've done jobs? 
(God does) 

- Who owns your pocket money? 
(God does) 

- Everything we have (our bodies, our minds, our toys, our 
money, our time...) is God's.  

- God has been so generous to us. He has given us life, 
families and his Son, Jesus to die for us. 

- We are to be generous, just like our heavenly Father. 
- So when we get some money, we need to stop and think 

about what to do with the money God has given us. 
- The first thing we need to do when given money is to work 

out how much to give to God's work.  
- When we give our money, our church runs well and poor 

people are helped (e.g. a sponsored Compassion child gets 
to hear the good news about Jesus). 

- If God wants us to give our money and he doesn't want us to 
show off about giving our money, how should we collect the 
money without everyone seeing us give? 
(decide which idea is the best idea, and implement that way 
of collecting the money without everyone seeing, e.g. have 
the giving container near the door, so that when children go 
in and out they can quickly pop it in) 
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Apple Giving 
Proverbs 3:9 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - God has generously given us his very best (his one 
and only Son), so we are to generously give God our very best. 
  
Kid's Jobs 
 

- In small groups ask children create a short skit about a 
family and the jobs children do around the house. 

- Remember, sometimes we do jobs for pocket money, but 
sometimes we do jobs because it's part of being in a family. 

- Have them perform the skit about jobs to the other groups. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Sometimes we do jobs around the house because it’s part of 
being in a family. 

- Mum cooks the dinner, even though no one pays her to do it. 
- Dad mows the lawn, even though no one pays him to do it. 
- You make your bed and clean your room.  
- No one has to pay you to do this, because it's just being part 

of a family. 
- But there are other jobs your Mum or Dad may pay you to 

do.  
- Jobs like … (list some of the jobs illustrated in the skits). 
- When you get the money, stop and think about how you 

spend it. 
- Is it your money? 
- Well, yes and no. 
- Yes, you worked for it so it's yours. 
- But no, it's God’s. 
- Everything you have belongs to God. 
- So stop and think. 
- How much will you give back to God? 
- Giving our money is one way we say thank you to God. 
- It's also one of the ways we remind ourselves that everything 

we have belongs to God anyway. 
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Story Time 
 
Option 1 
Use the script titled, Apple Giving (pages 56-60) and have three 
children come to the front and act out the story. One child can be 
the shopkeeper, the others Farmer Brown and Farmer Joe. Have 
children simply repeat the small sections of dialogue. Provide 
children with simple costumes and the necessary props. Be sure 
the child who is Farmer Joe is able to eat an apple. 
 
Option 2 
Use the script titled, Apple Giving (pages 56-60) and draw one 
picture with a farmer on either side of the page. Add the apples 
above each farmer. Circle the three apples Farmer Brown puts to 
one side and cross off each apple as the farmer sells it. Note: 
change the script to make Farmer Joe's horse cost 3 apples, 
as you don't have an actor eating an apple, so you need to 
reduce his apples by one. 
 
Farmer Joe Farmer Brown 
ten apples ten apples 
car, horses, farmer's hat, tool 
box 

fence, sheep and sheep dogs 
 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available on the 
Kidswise web site) and find the stencil with the one dollar 
notes. Copy enough for each group to have twenty one dollar 
notes. 

 
Icebreakers: 

- Do you think your family is rich or poor? 
(Australia is a very rich country. We don’t have to walk to 
collect our water from a well, we have taps in our homes.  
All children can go to school and learn. And we can all go to 
hospital when we are sick. We are all very wealthy in 
Australia. We have all been given so much!) 

 
- If you had $10 what would you do with it? 

(count 10 dollar notes out in front of the children, as the 
children respond count out the money until they’ve spent it all 
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- eg: some chips $1, coke $1, a yoyo $5, .... ) 
 
Discuss: 

- How many apples did Farmer Brown and Farmer Joe get 
each? 
(count out twenty dollars in two groups on the floor - one 
group represents Farmer  Joe's 10 apples, the other Farmer 
Brown's 10 apples) 

 
- Farmer Brown put 3 apples aside as soon as he got paid. 

Why? 
(he was keeping it to give to God, take three dollars and put 
to one side) 

 
- What did Farmer Brown spend the rest of his money on?  

(car, sheep and sheep dogs) 
 

- What did Farmer Joe spend his money on? 
(fences, horses, farmer's hat and tool box) 

 
- What did Farmer Joe have left to give to God? 

(an apple core, his leftovers) 
 

- Who is God pleased with? Why? 
(Farmer Brown thought about God as soon as he got paid, 
he gave generously, Farmer Joe forgot about God and gave 
only a little, his leftovers) 

 
Application: 

- Proverbs 3:9 says, we are to give God the first fruits from our 
crops. In other words when you first get given money, that's 
when you put aside what you're giving to God. Not when 
you've spent it all. 

- Do you get pocket money?  
- Do you give any of your money to God?  
- Do you think God would be pleased if you did?  
- Do you know what the Church's giving container looks like?  
- Where it is?  

(it may be a good idea to take them as a group to the giving 
container after church has finished to show them where it is. 
Explain to them that the money goes to pay for things at 
Church - craft/ games/ etc... But that most of the money goes 
to pay people like the staff so that they can spend all their 
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time telling people about Jesus and teaching us the Bible) 

  
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Thank you God, – that you gave us your best. – You gave us your 
one and only Son – you gave us Jesus. – Help us to give our best 
- to you. – Help us to give back to you – the money we get. – 
Amen  
 
Individual Prayers 
Encourage the children to talk to God about how they spend the 
money they get. 
  
Apple Giving Craft 
 
Option 1 

- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 
Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil with the words, 
Honour the Lord by giving him part of your wealth. Give him 
the first fruits from all your crops. Proverbs 3:9 

- Copy one per child on A3 paper.  
- Have them print twenty apples.  
- Set aside to dry.  
- Provide markers for children to circle the apples and write 

what they are buying with their apples (e.g. giving to God, 
buying a toy, saving in the bank…) 

 
Option 2 

- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 
Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil with the words, 
Honour the Lord by giving him part of your wealth. Give him 
the first fruits from all your crops. Proverbs 3:9 

- Copy one per child on A4 paper.  
- Use a paper punch and punch twenty apples from coloured 

paper, per child.  
- Have children glue twenty apples on the page. 
- Provide markers for children to circle the apples and write 

what they are buying with their apples (e.g. giving to God, 
buying a toy, saving in the bank…) 
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Imaginary Play 
 

- Farm play - set up a farm complete with fences, animals, 
barns, tractors, etc. Encourage children to re-create the 
story. Provide red or green pompom balls for the apples. 

  
Apple Morning Tea 
 
Warning: check for allergies before doing this activity. 
 

- Have the children cook something with apples in it for 
morning tea, or provide morning tea that has apples in it (e.g. 
apple fritters, apple twists, apple juice…). 
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Apple Giving 
Proverbs 3:9 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - God has generously given us his very best (his one 
and only Son), so we are to generously give God our very best. 
 
Kid's Jobs 
 

- In small groups ask children to create a short skit about a 
family and the jobs children do around the house. 

- Remember, sometimes we do jobs for pocket money, but 
sometimes we do jobs because it's part of being in a family. 

- Have them perform the skit about jobs to the other groups. 
 
Conclusion: 

- Sometimes we do jobs around the house because it’s part of 
being in a family. 

- Mum cooks the dinner, even though no one pays her to do it. 
- Dad mows the lawn, even though no one pays him to do it. 
- You make your bed and clean your room.  
- No one has to pay you to do this, because it's just being part 

of a family. 
- But there are other jobs your Mum or Dad may pay you to 

do. 
- Jobs like … (list some of the jobs illustrated in the skits). 
- When you get the money, stop and think about how you 

spend it. 
- Is it your money? 
- Well, yes and no. 
- Yes, you worked for it, so it's yours. 
- But no, it's God’s. 
- Everything you have belongs to God. 
- So stop and think. 
- How much will you give back to God. 
- Giving our money is one way we say thank you to God. 
- It's also one of the ways we remind ourselves that everything 

we have belongs to God anyway. 
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Story  
 
Use the script titled, Apple Giving (pages 56-60) and have three 
children come to the front and act out the story. One child can be 
the shopkeeper, the other two are Farmer Brown and Farmer Joe. 
Have children simply repeat the small sections of dialogue. 
Provide children with simple costumes and the necessary props. 
Be sure the child who is Farmer Joe is able to eat an apple. 
  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Copy and cut one table per child (page 72) 
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil with the one dollar 
notes. Copy enough for each group to have twenty one dollar 
notes. 

- Set of coloured pencils or markers 
- Set of pencils 
- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 

 
Icebreaker: 

- Do you think your family is rich or poor? 
(Australia is a very rich country. We don’t have to walk to 
collect our water from a well, we have taps in our homes.  
All children can go to school and learn. And we can all go to 
hospital when we are sick. We are all very wealthy in 
Australia. We have all been given so much!) 

 
Activity: 

- Ask children to look up the verses and see if they can fill in 
the table. Children may like to work in pairs. Answers in the 
table on page 71. Discuss what Proverbs tells them about 
money. 

 
Discuss: 

- If you had $10 what would do with it? 
(count 10 dollar notes out in front of the children, as the 
children respond count out the money until they’ve spent it all 
- eg: some chips $1, coke $1, a yoyo $5, .... ) 

 
- How many apples did Farmer Brown and Farmer Joe get 

each? 
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(count out twenty dollars in two groups on the floor - one 
group represents Farmer  Joe's 10 apples, the other Farmer 
Brown's 10 apples) 

 
- Farmer Brown put 3 apples aside as soon as he got paid. 

Why? 
(he was keeping it to give to God, take three dollars and put 
to one side) 

 
- What did Farmer Brown spend the rest of his money on?  

(car, sheep and sheep dogs) 
 

- What did Farmer Joe spend his money on? 
(fences, horses, farmer's hat and tool box) 

 
- What did Farmer Joe have left to give to God? 

(an apple core, his leftovers) 
 

- Who is God pleased with? Why? 
(Farmer Brown thought about God as soon as he got paid, 
he gave generously, Farmer Joe forgot about God and gave 
only a little, his leftovers) 

 
Application: 

- Read Proverbs 3:9. 
- We are to give God the first fruits from our crops. What does 

this mean? 
(when you first get given money, that's when you put aside 
what you're giving to God. Not when you've spent it all) 

- Do you get pocket money?  
- Do you give any of your money to God?  
- Do you think God would be pleased if you did?  
- Do you know what the Church’s giving container looks like?  
- Where it is?  

(it may be a good idea to take them as a group to the giving 
container after Church has finished to show them where it is. 
Explain to them that the money goes to pay for things at 
Church - craft/ games/ etc... But that most of the money goes 
to pay people like the staff so that they can spend all of their 
time telling people about Jesus and teaching us the Bible)  
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Proverbs Better to… Than… 
15:16 be poor and respect God be wealthy and have trouble all 

around 
15:17 eat vegies with people who love 

you 
eat meat with people who hate 
you 

16:8 be poor and do the right thing be rich and treat people unfairly 
17:1 eat dry crusty bread with people 

who get along 
have a great meal with people 
who argue 

 
Prayer Time 
 
Encourage the children to talk to God about how they spend the 
money they get and to ask God to help them be even more 
generous. 
  
Fill The Nest Game  
 
Equipment (per group):   

- five hoops 
- seven beanbags 

 
Instructions: 

- Place five hoops in a square with one hoop in the middle.  
- Fill the middle hoop with the seven beanbags.   
- Stand one child in each of the four empty outer hoops. 
- On "go" all the children run to the centre hoop and grab one 

beanbag to take back to their original hoop.   
- The aim is for them to fill their nest (hoop) with three 

beanbags. 
- Children can only pick up one beanbag at a time.  
- When the centre hoop is empty they then can take from their 

neighbours’ hoops.  
- First child to collect three is the winner. 

 
Conclusion: 

- This game is a picture of what people do. 
- They want to collect more and more and more.  
- People think that the more they have, the happier they will 

be. 
- We forget that it is God who has given it all to us. 
- Our job is to use what he's given us wisely. 
- The wise use of money is always to give God some money 

back. 
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    Money In Proverbs 
 
Proverbs Better to…  Than… 
15:16  

 
 
 

 

15:17  
 
 
 

 

16:8  
 
 
 

 

17:1  
 
 
 

 

 
    Money In Proverbs 
 
Proverbs Better to…  Than… 
15:16  

 
 
 

 

15:17  
 
 
 

 

16:8  
 
 
 

 

17:1  
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 Marriage Is A Promise 
             Proverbs 5-7 
 
Narrated Drama - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - God keeps every promise he makes. Marriage is a 
promise between a man and a woman for life. We are to keep 
every promise we make. 
 
Instructions: 
It would be great if the actors playing Chris and Sandra were 
married in real life. It would also make sense to use the actors’ real 
names. 
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
! Chris - has a tennis ball in his pocket, needs a suit jacket 

with flowers pinned on as if in a wedding party  
! Geoff - carries a ring in a box, needs a suit jacket with 

flowers pinned on as if in a wedding party 
! Mum - speaks over microphone 
! Sandra - needs a veil 
! Props - telephone on a table 
! Sound effects  

o telephone ring 
o wedding music 

 

Script Actions 

(Narrator)  

Chris was bored!  Enter Chris, bored. 

There was nothing to do. Chris toes the ground. 

Just then Chris’ friend Geoff 
arrived. 

Geoff enters. 

Geoff and Chris said hello. Chris and Geoff high five each 
other. 

For a moment they looked at 
each other. 

 

What would they do?  

Geoff shrugged.  
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He had no idea.  

Chris shrugged.  

He had no idea either.  

This went on for a while…  Chris and Geoff continue to 
shrug in turn. 

Suddenly, Chris had a brain 
wave.  

Both stop shrugging on the 
word ‘suddenly’.  
Chris holds one finger up in the 
air. 

They’d play handball!  

Geoff screwed up his face.  Geoff screws up face. 

He’d never played handball. Geoff holds up his hands and 
shrugs his shoulders. 

Chris assured Geoff that it was 
a great game. 

Chris gives thumbs up. 

Chris had made it up! Chris points to himself. 

Chris explained the rules to 
Geoff. 

Chris mimes giving game 
instructions. 

And they began to play. Chris and Geoff begin to play.  
Chris is good.  
Geoff is hopeless at the 
beginning. 

Geoff was hopeless!  

 Boys gradually improve. 

But soon the boys were playing 
like professionals. 

Boys play really well. 

It was a great game!  

They played all afternoon.  

Chris looked at his watch. Game stops.  
Chris looks at watch. 

It was time to go home.  

Chris said ‘Goodbye’ and turned 
to walk away. 

Chris waves and turns. 



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

75 

Geoff called out,  

(Geoff)  

“Play again tomorrow?”  

(Narrator)  

Chris smiled and promised to 
play again tomorrow. 

Chris smiles and nods. 

They even shook hands on it. Geoff and Chris shake hands 
and nod. 

Four o’clock tomorrow there’d 
be a rematch. 

 

(pause)  

And with that he was gone. Geoff exits. 

The next afternoon, Chris 
grabbed his tennis ball. 

Chris throws tennis ball into air. 

He was just about to race out 
the door when the phone rang. 

Chris begins to run, stops. 
Sound effect - telephone ring. 

It was his Mum. Chris picks up phone, mouths 
‘Me Mum’ and points to phone. 

(Voice of Mum)  

“Chris, are you doing anything 
this afternoon?” 

 

(Narrator)  

Chris stopped. Chris stops to think. 

This sounded like jobs, so Chris 
replied, 

Chris looks worried. 

(Chris)  

“Sorry Mum, I promised to play 
handball with Geoff.” 

 

(Voice of Mum)  

“Oh well, that’s too bad. I’m over 
at the Smedley’s house. They 
have invited you to come and 
have a swim in their new pool.” 
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(Narrator)  

Wow! Chris had been looking 
forward to going to the 
Smedleys for so long! 

 

But what about Geoff?  

(Chris)  

“Can I bring Geoff?”  

(Voice of Mum)  

“No, Chris. They’ve only invited 
you. Go play with Geoff. Keep 
your promise. I’m sure there’ll 
be another time.” 

 

(Chris)  

“But Mum! It was only a little 
promise. Geoff has probably 
forgotten.” 

 

(Narrator)  

His Mum said what she always 
said, 

 

(Voice of Mum)  

“A promise is a promise. It’s not 
big or small. It’s a promise. It’s 
always important to keep a 
promise. Remember all the 
promises God keeps for you.” 

 

(Narrator)  

Chris hung up the phone. Chris hangs up phone. 

Chris didn’t feel like playing 
handball. 

Chris kicks his feet along the 
ground. 

Why did things like this happen 
to him? 

 

 Pause. 

When Chris had stopped feeling 
sorry for himself, he went out to 

Chris moves across stage. 
Geoff enters. 
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play with Geoff. 

Geoff was so excited to see 
Chris. 

Geoff jumps up and down. 

Geoff had been practising all 
day. 

 

Chris stopped and thought. Geoff mimes his technique. 
Chris is thoughtful, while Geoff 
continues to show his 
technique. 

He liked it that God keeps all 
His promises. 

Chris nods. 
 

And Geoff certainly liked it when 
Chris kept his promise. 

Chris smiles at Geoff. 

 Geoff stops miming, brings out 
the ball and plays a winning 
shot. 

Geoff won the point. Geoff is ecstatic. 

Geoff had been practising! Both exit.  
Both put on suit jackets. 

 Pause. 

 Enter Chris. 

Fifteen years later Chris made 
another promise. 

 

Not to Geoff.  

Though Geoff was there. Enter Geoff holding ring box. 

To his wife, Sandra. Enter Sandra with veil on. 
Sound effect - wedding music. 

Chris promised to love and 
protect her. 

Chris and Sandra face each 
other. 

Chris promised to take care of 
her until she died. 

Geoff gives Chris ring.  
Chris puts ring on Sandra. 

And Sandra made promises too. Sandra nods. 

She promised to respect Chris 
and submit to Chris until he 
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died. 

Chris got married. Chris kisses Sandra. 

And marriage is a promise. All actors freeze. 

 Pause. 

 All actors exit 
 

(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 
 

Children, Proverbs tells us that 
it's important to learn to keep 
promises. 

 

If you break your promise, 
people get hurt. 

 

If you break your promise, 
people can’t trust you. 

 

But most important, God is hurt.  

God always keeps his promise.  

And if we follow Jesus, we are to 
keep our promises too. 

 

Children, don’t get into the habit 
of breaking your promise. 

 

Learn to keep your promises 
now because the older you get, 
the bigger the promises you 
make.  

 

Promises like marriage.   

And we all know that when 
people break their marriage 
promise, whole families get hurt 
and sometimes break up. 

 

Big or small, a promise is a 
promise. 

 

A promise is something you 
keep. 

 

 



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

79 

Marriage Is A Promise 
             Proverbs 5-7 
 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - God keeps every promise he makes. Marriage is a 
promise between a man and a woman for life. We are to keep 
every promise we make. 
 
Memory Verse 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
Joshua 23:14 (Contemporary English Version) 
 
Both memory verses are available in the Audio section of Kidswise 
Membership. 
 
Select one of the following two options: 

Videos of Wedding Vows 
 
Show three different wedding videos of people known to the 
children. Show the section where the vows are said. 
 
Discuss: 

- What are the promises a man and woman make when they 
get married? 

- What happens if the man or the woman doesn't keep these 
promises? 

 
Conclusion: 

- God takes promises very seriously. 
- God always keeps his promises.  
- He wants us to learn to keep our promises too. 

Wedding Photos 
 
Ask a recently married couple from your church to come and show 
one or two large wedding photos. 
 
Interview them with the questions below: 
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- What are the promises you made to each other? 
- Is it easy to keep these promises? 

 
Conclusion: 

- God takes promises very seriously.  
- God always keeps his promises.  
- He wants us to learn to keep our promises too. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about how God keeps his promise and how we 
are to keep our promises. 
 
Sing the following song as a theme song for the book of Proverbs: 
God Speaks (from the CD, Get Ready, EMU Music). To find out 
more about this CD, go to Kidswise Links. 
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Marriage Is A Promise 
      Proverbs 5-7 
 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - God keeps every promise he makes. Marriage is a 
promise between a man and a woman for life. We are to keep 
every promise we make. 

Promise Activities 
 
Activity 1 
Promise to catch a child as they close their eyes and fall back into 
your arms. 
Ask:  

- Why is it so important to keep your promises? 
(so that no one gets hurt) 

 
Activity 2  
Promise to give each child a special treat if they close their eyes 
and open their hands. Note: be sure that no child is allergic to 
the sweets. Make sure each sweet is different so that there is a 
surprise element. 
Ask:  

- Why is it so important to keep your promises? 
(so that we can trust you) 

 
Activity 3 
Promise to give them each a turn at making bubbles using an 
oversized bubble wand. 
Ask:  

- Why is it so important to keep your promises? 
(so that everyone gets a fair go) 

 
Conclusion: 

- God always keeps his promise. 
- He wants us to learn to keep our promises just like he does. 
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Broken Promises 
 

- Two leaders repeat activities 2 and 3 this time breaking their 
promises.  
 

- Leader one makes the promise each time but in Activity 2 
gives them something slimy/messy, and in Activity 3 leader 1 
has go after go after go always promising but never allowing 
the other leader to have a go. 

 
Discuss: 

- If someone breaks a promise, how do you feel? 
- What do you learn? 

  
Story: Better Offer 
 
This story is based on a similar story found in Colin Smith's book, 
The Ten Greatest Struggles of Your Life. 
 
Tell the following story: 
There once lived a little girl named Sally.  
One day Sally got an invitation to a party. Eddie, a friend at school, 
had asked her to come to his sixth birthday party.  
She showed the invitation to her mother. Her Mum rang up and 
said that Sally could go.  
But the next day, Sally received another invitation. It was from her 
best friend, Amanda. Amanda was also turning six and she'd 
invited Sally to come to her party. Amanda was having a dress up 
party with a jumping castle and all.  
Sally ran to her Mum. She was very excited. She showed her the 
invitation. "Can I go? Can I go? Please let me go!"  
Sally's Mum looked at the invitation, then looked at the calendar. 
She pulled Eddie's invitation off the notice board and shook her 
head. "Sally, you can't go. You've said yes to Eddie's party and 
they are on at the same time."  
Sally looked at her Mum and said, "Well, ring Eddie up and say 
I've changed my mind. I want to go to Amanda's party not Eddie's."  
Her Mum looked at her and shook her head. "You've said 'yes' to 
Eddie. You can't change your mind. You can't break a promise." 
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Sally stamped her foot and said, "But I don't want to go to Eddie's 
party. I want to go to Amanda's party. She's having a dress up 
party and a jumping castle!" 
Sally's Mum looked at her and smiled. She sat Sally on her lap and 
said, "Sally, how would you feel if I decided to leave your Father 
and go off to love and live with another man?" 
Sally was shocked. "Mum, you can't do that!" 
Sally's Mum smiled, "Exactly! I made a promise to love and live 
with your Dad all my life. And even if another man came along who 
looked better than your Dad, or who earned more money than your 
Dad or who offered me a nicer house than our house, I wouldn't go 
with him. I made a promise to love and live with your Dad all my 
life." 
Sally relaxed.  
Sally's Mum continued, "Promises are something you keep. Even if 
you get a better offer. If you make a promise to someone, you 
don't break it because something better comes along. God keeps 
every promise he makes to us. So loving Jesus means that we 
keep every promise we make. Even if it means we miss out on 
something good. (pause) Besides, who could ever look as good as 
your Dad?" 
Sally smiled and hugged her Mum. 
And even though Sally wanted to go to Amanda's party, Sally kept 
her promise and went to Eddie's party. 
Warning:  

- You may have children whose parents have separated or 
gone through a divorce. Remember that this is very 
painful for a child and that they can sometimes think it 
was their fault. The aim is simply to discuss that when a 
marriage breaks up it is painful to everyone, especially 
God. God hates it when marriages break up. 

- If children use the word adultery in any discussion and 
another child asks what it is, be careful not to go into 
too much detail. Simply state that adultery is loving 
someone else other than your husband or wife. 
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Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Write the following promises onto very large strips of 
cardboard, one set per group. 

 Promise to pick you up after school. 
 Promise to be married. 
 Promise to phone you up after school. 
 Promise to buy you a CD player for your birthday. 
 Promise to lend you a ruler after lunch. 
 Promise to come to your birthday party. 
 Promise to pay back the money I owe you. 
 Promise to catch you when you jump. 
 Promise to meet you at the school gate tomorrow. 
 
Activity: 

- Seat the children in a circle.  
- Ask the group to sort them into ‘big promises’ and ‘little 

promises’. You may like to provide two hoops, a big hoop for 
the ‘big promises’ and a ‘little hoop’ for the little promises.  

- Ask the children if they can add any other promises of their 
own. (Note: you’ll need a few blank strips of cardboard) 

 
Discuss: 

- Ask children to remember back to the talk they heard in 
church. What did Chris' Mum want Chris to learn? Why? 
(to keep promises, big or small, because God is a promise 
keeping God, he keeps them all) 
 

- Does God only want us to keep the big promises like 
marriage?  
(no every promise is to be kept, Joshua 23:14 The Lord has 
kept every promise he made.) 

 
- Ask children to remember the story they just heard about 

Sally. What did Sally learn? 
(keep your promise even if a better offer comes along after 
you've said yes to the first, it is more important to keep your 
promise and miss out on a good party, than to break your 
promise and go to a good party) 

 
- Why are all promises important to God?  

(we are his children and we are to be like him, he keeps 
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every single promise, when he says he'll do something it's as 
good as done, we need to be like our Father in Heaven) 

 
- What are some of God’s promises to us?  

(reveal a promise box full of God's promises [i.e. the memory 
verses], read them out and discuss what God promises us) 

 
Conclusion: 
- God keeps every single promise he makes. 
- No promise is too big for him not to keep it. 
- Nothing gets in his way and stops him keeping it. 
- No promise is too small for him. 
- He doesn't forget about them or change his mind. 
- And if we are his children, then we will want to be like our 

Father in Heaven and keep our promises too. 
  
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Dear God, – thank you that – you always keep your promises. – 
Thank you that – we can trust you and know – that everything you 
say – you’ll do. – Help me – to keep my promises. – Help the 
husbands and wives – in our church – to keep their promises. –  
Amen 
 
Individual Prayer (choose one or two of the options below) 
- Ask the children to choose one of the memory verses from 

the promise box and thank God for the promise he has made 
in the verse.  

- The children can ask God to help them keep their promise 
(they can be specific or general).  

- Leader to pray for each child by name that when they grow 
up, if they get married they will keep the promises they make 
to their husband/wife. 

- Pray that the married people in our Church will keep the 
promises they have made.  

   
Bride And Groom Collage 
 
Option 1 
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil of a bride and groom 
titled, God keeps every promise he makes. Marriage is a 



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

86 

promise between a man and a woman for life. We are to 
keep every promise we make.  

- Print one copy per child on A4 paper. 
- Provide collage material (confetti, paper doilies, squares of 

black and white paper) for the children to decorate the bride 
and groom. 

 
Option 2 
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil titled, God keeps 
every promise he makes. Marriage is a promise between a 
man and woman for life. We are to keep every promise we 
make.  

- Print one copy per child on coloured A3 paper. 
- Provide Bridal magazines for the children to cut up and use 

to make a collage. Also, provide confetti and doilies. 
 
Bride and Groom Craft (Year 2 only) 
 
- Provide two cardboard rolls (the size of toilet rolls) for the 

children to make a bride and a groom.  
- Use doilies, lace and black/white paper to make the clothes. 
- Add pipe cleaner arms and a polystyrofoam head. 
- Use a warm glue gun to glue on eyes and mouth. 
- Use wool or shredded tissue for hair. 

  
Promise Boxes 
 
- Buy small cardboard boxes with lids, one per child.  
- Have the children decorate their box with torn tissue paper 

(simple decoupage) and watered down wood glue. When 
covered with tissue paper, paint a coat of watered down 
wood glue over the top.  

- Glue a label, God’s Promises on the lid. Allow to dry. 
- Type our memory verses known to the children that are 

promises from God (e.g. Acts 10:43, John 3:16). Print the 
verses on cardboard, one set per child.  

- Have the children cut up the verses and place them in their 
promise box. 

- Encourage the children to choose a promise each day and 
have Mum or Dad read out the promise. Pray with Mum and 
Dad about the promise.  
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Note: they may like to add promises as they come to discover 
more. 
 
Wedding Rings 
 
- Provide large beads and pipe cleaners (one bead and two 

pipe cleaners per child). 
- Have the children select two pipe cleaners of different 

colours and twist them together. 
- Then thread a large bead onto the twisted pipe cleaner. 
- Secure the pipe cleaners together to form ring (be careful to 

secure sharp edges). 
- Discuss how rings are a sign of the marriage promises 

made. 
 
Imaginary Play 

 
- Imaginary play - bride and groom dress up clothes, flower 

bouquets, wedding march music, toy camera, etc. 
 
Co-operation Game  
 
Need:  
- open space 
- one sheet of newspaper per pair 

 
Instructions: 
- Ask children to form pairs (Note: doesn't need to be 

male/female to make the point, best if it's friendship pairs). 
- Children are asked to stand on the sheet of newspaper for 

10 seconds without either of them touching the ground. 
- If a pair does touch the ground, they are out. 
- Repeat, asking each pair to fold the newspaper in half and 

then stand on it for ten seconds without touching the ground. 
- Continue to repeat, until only one pair is left. 

 
Conclusion: 
- Marriage is a promise between one man and one woman. 
- And it is for life. 
- But marriage can be hard work at times. 
- And just as in our game, partners helped each other stay on 

the newspaper, so married partners need to help each other 
stay married. 
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- It's not easy. 
- Even though you are not married yet, you can help by 

regularly praying for the people in our Church who are 
married. 

- And you can help your own marriage in the future by learning 
to keep your promise when it's hard or when you have a 
better offer come along after you've promised. 
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Marriage Is A Promise 
      Proverbs 5-7 
 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - God keeps every promise he makes. Marriage is a 
promise between a man and a woman for life. We are to keep 
every promise we make. 
 
Make A Promise 
 
Warning: check for allergies before doing this activity. 
 
- Promise the group that at the end of the day, you’ll give them 

all a lolly.  
- Ask them how they'd feel if you failed to give them a lolly. 

 
Note: be sure to keep your promise. 
 
Role Plays 
 
Have the children create a short drama to share with the larger 
group exploring 'broken promises'. 
 
Discuss: 
- If someone breaks a promise how do you feel? 
- Why should you learn to keep promises? 

Bride And Groom Outfits 
 
- Children are to form small groups (mix the ages in each 

group).  
- Each group is given a few newspapers, a pair of scissors, a 

few doilies and a roll of masking tape.  
- Set a time limit of six minutes. Each group has to dress one 

member of the group either a ‘bride’ or a ‘groom’. The groups 
are judged on the most interesting and creative outfits.  

 
Story: Better Offer 
 
This story is based on a similar story found in Colin Smith's book, 
The Ten Greatest Struggles of Your Life. 
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Tell the following story: 
There once lived a little girl named Sally.  
One day Sally got an invitation to a party. Eddie, a friend at school, 
had asked her to come to his ninth birthday party.  
She showed the invitation to her mother. Her Mum said that Sally 
could go. Sally rang up Eddie and said she could come. 
But the next day, Sally received another invitation. It was from her 
best friend, Amanda. Amanda was also turning nine and she'd 
invited Sally to come to her party. Amanda was having a 
sleepover.   
Sally ran to her Mum. She was very excited. She showed her the 
invitation. "Can I go? Can I go? Please let me go!"  
Sally's Mum looked at the invitation, then looked at the calendar. 
She pulled Eddie's invitation off the notice board and shook her 
head. "Sally, you can't go. You've said yes to Eddie's party and 
they are on at the same time."  
Sally looked at her Mum and said, "Well, ring Eddie up and say 
I've changed my mind. I want to go to Amanda's party not Eddie's."  
Her Mum looked at her and shook her head. "You've said 'yes' to 
Eddie. You can't change your mind. You can't break a promise." 
Sally stamped her foot and said, "But I don't want to go Eddie's 
party. I want to go to Amanda's party. She's having a sleepover!" 
Sally's Mum looked at her and smiled. She said, "Sally, how would 
you feel if I decided to leave your Father and go off to love and live 
with another man?" 
Sally was shocked. "Mum, you can't do that!" 
Sally's Mum smiled, "Exactly! I made a promise to love and live 
with your Dad all my life. And even if another man came along who 
looked better than your Dad, or who earned more money than your 
Dad or who offered me a nicer house than our house, I wouldn't go 
with him. I made a promise to love and live with your Dad all my 
life." 
Sally relaxed.  
Sally's Mum continued, "Promises are something you keep. Even if 
you get a better offer. If you make a promise to someone, you 
don't break it because something better comes along. God keeps 
every promise he makes to us. So loving Jesus means that we 
keep every promise we make. Even if it means we miss out on 
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something good. (pause) Besides, who could ever look as good as 
your Dad?" 
Sally smiled and hugged her Mum. 
And even though Sally wanted to go to Amanda's party, Sally kept 
her promise and went to Eddie's party. 
 
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 
 
Discuss: 
- Ask children to remember back to the talk they heard in 

Church. What did Chris' Mum want Chris to learn? Why? 
(to keep promises, big or small, because God is a promise 
keeping God, he keeps them all) 
 

- Does God only want us to keep the big promises like 
marriage?  
(no every promise is to be kept, Joshua 23:14 The Lord has 
kept every promise he made, learn to keep the small ones so 
that we develop the habit of keeping promises, so that when 
the big promises like marriage come along we will be 
prepared to keep them) 

 
- Ask children to remember the story they just heard about 

Sally. What did Sally learn? 
(keep your promise even if a better offer comes along after 
you've said yes to the first, it is more important to keep your 
promise and miss out on a good party, than to break your 
promise and go to a good party) 

 
- What is marriage? 

 
- What are the promises in marriage?  

(you may like to have a look at the formal vows in the 
Anglican Service book, or refer back to the videos, point out: 
for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in 
health… for long as we both shall live) 

 
Read Exodus 20:14 
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- What breaks the marriage promise? 
(Warning: be careful not to go into too much detail. 
Simply state that adultery is loving someone else other 
than your husband or wife.)  

 
- What happens when marriage promises are broken? 

(Warning: you may have children whose parents have 
separated or gone through a divorce. Remember that 
this is very painful for a child and that they can 
sometimes think it was their fault. The aim of the 
question is simply to discuss that when a marriage 
breaks up it is painful to everyone, especially God. God 
hates it when marriages break up.) 

 
- What do we learn from these verses in Proverbs: 5:15, 18, 

21, 6:32-33, 7:5?  
(be faithful in marriage, be happy with your wife, God 
watches every thing we do and where we go – everything is 
in full view, adultery is foolish, it brings disgrace, a wise 
person will not commit adultery) 

 
- God hates adultery. Is it unforgivable if someone commits 

adultery? 2 Samuel 12:13 
(no, God forgave King David who not only loved somebody 
else’s wife but had that man killed, David was sorry for what 
he'd done and begged God to forgive him and God did)  

 
Conclusion: 
- God keeps every single promise he makes. 
- No promise is too big for him not to keep it. 
- Nothing gets in his way and stops him. 
- No promise is too small for him. 
- He doesn't forget about them or change his mind. 
- And if we are his children, then we will want to be like our 

Father in Heaven and keep our promise too. 
 
Optional: Investigate God’s Promises (small groups) 
 
- Type our memory verses that are promises from God to us 

(e.g. Acts 10:43, John 3:16). Print the verses on cardboard, 
one set per pair of children.  
 

- Divide the group into pairs and ask each pair to sort the 



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

93 

memory verses according to what is promised (heaven, 
forgiveness, guidance...). 

 
- Ask them to select one promise and write it out in their own 

words.  
 
- Allow them to share the promises written in their own words. 

 
Ask: 
- What is God like when it comes to promises? 
- Does anything stop God from keeping his promises? 

  
Prayer Time 
 
Choose from the options below: 
- Ask the children to choose one of the memory verses above 

and thank God for the promise he has made in the verse.  
- The children can ask God to help them keep their promises 

(they can be specific or general).  
- Leader to pray for each child by name that when they grow 

up, if they get married, they will keep the promises they 
make to their husband/wife. 

- Pray for the married people in your Church that they will 
keep the promises they have made.  

  
Co-operation Game  
 
Need:  
- open space 
- one sheet of newspaper per pair 

 
Instructions: 
- Ask children to form pairs (Note: doesn't need to be 

male/female to make the point, best if it's friendship pairs). 
- Children are asked to stand on the sheet of newspaper for 

10 seconds without either of them touching the ground. 
- If a pair does touch the ground, they are out. 
- Repeat, asking each pair to fold the newspaper in half and 

then stand on it for ten seconds without touching the ground. 
- Continue to repeat, until only one pair is left. 

 
Conclusion: 
- Marriage is a promise between one man and one woman. 
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- And it is for life. 
- But marriage can be hard work at times. 
- Just as in our game, partners helped each other stay on the 

newspaper, so married partners need to help each other stay 
married. 

- It's not easy. 
- Even though you are not married yet, you can help by 

regularly praying for the people in our Church who are 
married. 

- And you can help your own marriage in the future by learning 
to keep your promise when it's hard or when you have a 
better offer come along after you've promised. 

 
Optional: Promise Door Hanger  
 
- Cut one door hanger (i.e. a rectangle shape with a hole near 

the top which can slip over the door handle of their bedroom) 
per child from cardboard. 

- Have each child select a promise made by God (i.e. a 
memory verse) or today's memory verse and write the 
promise on the door hanger. 

- Provide collage material (coloured paper, confetti, mosaic 
squares, stickers) for the children to decorate the door 
hanger. 

   
Keep A Promise 
  
Be sure to keep your promise made at the beginning of the lesson. 
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Friendship 
Proverbs 17:17a 

 
Puppet Play - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - A friend loves at all times.  
 
Need: 

! Sandy 
! Puppet: Blueberry 
! Puppet theatre 

 

Script Actions 

(Sandy) Sound of crying coming from  
puppet theatre. 

Oh dear, where’s that crying 
coming from? 

Sandy enters, hears crying, 
asks audience. 

From over here? Sandy points to puppet theatre. 

Oh dear, sounds like Blueberry 
is upset. 

 

 Blueberry cries even louder. 

Very, very upset!  Blueberry cried even louder.  

Here you go Blueberry. Sandy hands Blueberry (still out 
of sight) a large handkerchief. 
Blueberry blows nose very 
loudly. 

(Blueberry)  

Thanks. Haven’t got any Tim 
Tams have you? 

Sandy shakes her head. 

Tim Tams are my comfort food.  

Nothing like a packet of Tim 
Tams to cheer me up. 

 

(Sandy)  

What’s wrong?  

(Blueberry) Blueberry appears, crying. 

It’s just not fair!  
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(Sandy)  

What’s not fair?  

(Blueberry)  

Waldoh was supposed to be my 
friend, but now he won’t even 
talk with me!  

 
 
Blueberry cries loudly. 

Friends are supposed to talk to 
you aren’t they? 

 

(Sandy)  

Well yes, that’s one of the 
reasons you choose them to be 
your friend. 

 

You talk to them and they listen 
to you… 

 

(Blueberry)  

And they talk to you and you 
listen to them!  

 

I did listen!  

I listened very well!  

I listened when Waldoh went on 
and on and on about his pet 
cockroaches. 

 

I was such a good friend! Blueberry cries loudly again. 

(Sandy)  

Cockroaches!   

Waldoh keeps cockroaches as 
pets? 

 

I didn’t know that!  

(Blueberry)  

Yeh, weird isn’t it.   

Even Scruff thought it was 
weird!  

 

Did you know Waldoh wanted  
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me to come over and play 
cockroach races with him? 

Racing cockroaches!  

Have you ever heard of 
anything so ridiculous? 

 

(Sandy)  

Wait a minute Blueberry. How 
did Scruff find out about 
Waldoh’s pet cockroaches? 

 

(Blueberry)  

Scruff? Oh, I told him.  

(Sandy)  

Does Waldoh know you told 
Scruff? 

 

(Blueberry)  

Yeh. Waldoh heard Scruff and I 
laughing about his dumb 
cockroach races. 

 

You’ve got to admit, keeping 
cockroaches as pets is pretty 
weird! 

 

(Sandy)  

And you’re wondering why 
Waldoh isn’t speaking to you? 

 

(Blueberry)  

Oh yeh. That’s right.   

Waldoh is not my friend any 
more!  

Blueberry cries loudly. 

Why won’t he talk to me?  

I’m such a good friend to have!  

(Sandy)  

Blueberry, stop crying. Blueberry ignores Sandy and 
keeps on crying. 
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Blueberry! Stop crying! Sandy shouts this out, but 
Blueberry keeps on crying. 

Blueberry! Sandy shouts.  
Blueberry stops crying. 

Stop crying and think about 
what you’ve done!  

 

(Blueberry)  

What I’ve done?  

I thought we were talking about 
Waldoh? 

 

(Sandy)  

Yes, we’ll get to him in a minute.  

What do think makes someone 
a good friend? 

 

(Blueberry)  

Oh, that’s easy.  

A good friend is always ready to 
play, laughs at my funny jokes, 
is kind to me and gives me lots 
and lot of Tim Tams.  

 

You sure you don’t have any 
lying around? 

 

(Sandy)  

No Blueberry, no Tim Tams.  

Concentrate!   

You do realise that that makes 
you a very bad friend to Waldoh. 

 

(Blueberry)  

Me?  

(Sandy)  

Well, you refused to go over and 
play cockroach races. 

 

(Blueberry)  



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

99 

But Sandy…  

(Sandy)  

I haven’t finished yet.  

And you laughed at him and 
made fun of his hobby. 

 

(Blueberry)  

But Scruff thought it was funny.  

(Sandy)  

I haven’t finished yet.  

And you were not kind to 
Waldoh. 

 

He told you about his pet 
cockroaches. 

 

Did he want you to tell others?  

 Blueberry begins to nod, looks 
at Sandy, slows down  
and shakes his head slowly. 

Didn’t think so.  

When you told Scruff, you were 
not being kind. 

 

You made fun of your friend and 
you hurt him. 

 

And that’s probably why he’s not 
talking to you. 

 

The good thing is you can do 
something about this. 

 

(Blueberry)  

I can?  

What?  

(Sandy)  

Go and find Waldoh.   

Say sorry.  
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(Blueberry)  

Do you think he’ll want to be my 
friend again? 

 

(Sandy)  

I don’t know.  

Sounds like you hurt him pretty 
badly. 

 

But the only way back is saying 
sorry. 

 

(Blueberry)  

Do you think I should take a 
packet of Tim Tams along? 

 

(Sandy)  

Does Waldoh like Tim Tams?  

(Blueberry)  

I don’t know.  

I don’t know what he likes.  

(Sandy)  

Well that may be one thing you 
could ask him. 

 

A good friend knows when to 
talk and when to listen. 

 

And I think you need to do more 
listening from now on. 

 

(Blueberry)  

Got it. Say sorry and more 
listening. 

 

Might take some Tim Tams 
though. 

 

Just in case I need some.  

Might help me to listen if my 
mouth is full of Tim Tams. 

 

(Sandy)  
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It sounds like a plan.  
 

(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 
 

Children, Proverbs 17:17 says, 
"A friend loves at all times".   

 

Did Blueberry love Waldoh at all 
times? 

 

No.  

Blueberry had a lot to learn 
about being a good friend. 

 

Children, God loves us at all 
times. 

 

So we are to learn to love our 
friends. 

 

When it’s easy and when it’s 
hard. 

 

So, are you a good friend?  

Do you listen to your friend or do 
you do all the talking? 

 

Do you help your friend or just 
want your friend to help you?  

 

Do you play with your friend 
when they are happy?   

 

But play with someone else 
when they’re sad? 

 

A good friend loves at all times.  
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Friendship 
Proverbs 17:17 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - A friend loves at all times. 
 
Memory Verse 
 
Ephesians 4:32  
 
This verse can be found on Colin Buchanan's CD, 10, 9, 8… God 
is Great. To find out more about this CD, go to Kidswise Links. 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about being kind and loving. 
 
Sing the following song as a theme song for the book of Proverbs: 
God Speaks (from the CD, Get Ready, EMU Music). 
  
DVD Discussion (20 minutes) 
 
Note: You will need to gain the correct copyright licence in 
order to show these Disney clips (from Finding Nemo). 
Hertitage HM (http://www.movieschangepeople.com) offers a 
licence to churches in both Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Need: 

- data projector, computer, speakers 
- DVD Finding Nemo 
- Bell to indicate end of group discussion time 
- Optional: picnic rugs for some groups (for some groups to 

have their discussion out in the sun - if appropriate) 
 
Instructions: 

- Show the following two excerpts from the Disney DVD, 
Finding Nemo. Show them one at a time, breaking into small 
age specific groups for discussion in between. 

 
Excerpt 1: Scene 3, begin when Marlin, Nemo’s Dad is finishing 
telling his joke to the parents at the school and one of the parents 
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yells out, “Sheldon, get out of Mr Johansson’s yard now?” 
Continue for 4 minutes 40 seconds until Nemo says, “I hate you 
Dad.” 
 
Divide into small groups and discuss for 5 minutes: 
 

- Why did Nemo choose those fish to be his friends? 
(they looked like fun) 

 
- Did they turn out to be good friends? 

(no, they made fun of him, weren’t nice to him, they led him 
into trouble) 

 
- Have you ever had a friend who turned out not to be a good 

friend? 
(Warning: tell children not to use names of the child but 
talk generally, e.g. I had a friend once but he/she ….) 

 
- When choosing friends, what should you look for? 

(someone who won’t get you into trouble, someone who 
speaks kindly, someone you can trust) 

 
Excerpt 2: scene 13, from the beginning of the scene until Marlin, 
Nemo’s Dad sees all the jellyfish (5 minutes, 20 seconds). 
 
Divide into small groups and discuss for 5 minutes: 
 

- Why was Dory a difficult friend? 
(she talked too much, didn’t listen) 

 
- Why is someone who talks too much difficult to have as a 

friend? 
(they don’t stop and listen to people, they talk over the top of 
people, they may not think before speaking and talk about 
things they shouldn’t, they may tell other people things you 
don’t want them to tell) 

 
- Do you talk too much? 

 
- Why is it a good thing to have someone who is good at 

listening as a friend?  
(they will stop and listen and by listening they help you, they 
care for you, they really try and get to know you) 
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- Are you a good listener? 

 
- Why was Marlin, Nemo’s Dad a difficult friend? 

(he said cruel things to Dory, he didn’t trust her) 
 

- Why is it so important that a friend can trust you? 
(trust is why we can tell our friends things we wouldn’t tell 
others, we trust our friends and listen to what they say and 
sometimes do what they say) 

 
- Can you think of a time when a friend hurt you (broke your 

trust)? 
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Friendship 
Proverbs 17:17 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - A friend loves at all times. 
 
 A Good Friend  
 

- Use the script titled, A Good Friend (pages 108-111) and 
retell the story. 

  
Target Practise 
 
Need a number of different target shooting activities (examples 
below): 

- small beanbags with material tail ends thrown at a bulls eye 
- water balloons thrown at leader’s face peering through a cut 

out frame (only if weather is appropriate) 
- cheezels (thrown at a target covered in shaving cream) 
- foam arrows thrown at a hole in wooden frame… 

 
Look at the equipment available to you and set up safe target 
throwing games. 
 
Instructions: 

- Divide the children into small groups and have them rotate 
through the various target-throwing activities. 

 
Conclusion: 

- In the book of 1 Samuel there is a story about two friends. 
- Two friends who stuck by each other even when things were 

really dangerous. 
- One of the friends killed a giant and later became a King. 

The other was the son of a King. 
- Does anyone know who these two friends could be? 

 
Story Time 
 
Use the script titled, David And Jonathan (page 112-115) and retell 
the story of David and Jonathan using a series of chalk drawings. 
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Discussion (small groups) 
 
Icebreaker: 

- Why do we need friends? 
- What makes someone a good friend? 

 
Discuss: 

- What did David and Jonathan promise to each other? 
(they would be friends) 

 
- What did they give each other to show they would keep their 

promise? 
(Jonathan gave David his coat, David gave Jonathan his 
belt, bow and sword) 

 
- Who have you promised to be a friend to?  

 
- Jonathan was David’s friend even though it was hard. What 

made it so hard for David and Jonathan to be friends? 
(Jonathan’s father was King, he wanted to kill David because 
he was jealous of David) 

 
- Did Jonathan keep his promise to be David’s friend? What 

did Jonathan do? 
(yes, he warned David it wasn’t safe, he saved David’s life) 

 
Application: 

- Sometimes it’s easy to be someone’s friend, but sometimes 
it’s hard. They may be sick a lot or be sad a lot or they may 
not be able to play with you whenever you want them to. 
When do you find it hard to be someone’s friend? 

 
- Think of the last time you hurt your friend. Did you say sorry? 

 
Conclusion: 

- Let’s pray that we will be like Jesus. 
- We will love our friends when it’s easy and when it’s hard. 
- We will love them at all times. 
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Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Father God, – thank you so much – for our friends. – Please help 
us to love them – at all times. – Help us to love them – even when 
things are hard. – Help us to say sorry to them – when we hurt 
them. – Amen  
 
Individual Prayer 
Encourage children to pray that they would become better at being 
a friend. 
And pray that they will choose new friends carefully. 
  
Balloon Twisting (optional) 
 
Need:  

- balloon pumps  
- long thin balloons, 2 per child 
- string 

 
Instructions: 

- Leaders blow up two balloons per child. 
- One balloon has string tied on each end and forms a bow, 

the other remains as it is and becomes the arrow. 
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A Good Friend 
Proverbs 27:6 

 
Storytelling - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - A good friend will tell you when you’re doing the 
wrong thing, and you can trust what they say.  
 
Instructions 
Storyteller must commit the following story to memory in order to 
tell it. Make sure the storyteller is spotlighted and if possible 
darken the room to focus the audiences’ attention on the 
storyteller. 
 
Need: 

! Storyteller 
 

Script 

(Narrator) 

In Proverbs 27 verse 6 it says, “The slap (slap face) of a friend can 
be trusted to help you.”  

What does this mean?  

Does it mean that a good friend is someone who hits (slap face 
again) you in the face? 

No. It means that a good friend will tell you the truth, even when it 
hurts you. 

Let me tell you a story about Sally.  

Sally has two friends, Linda and Anne. 

But are they good friends? 

(pause) 

It was a really, really hot day.  

Sally, Linda and Anne had spent the day at the local pool. 

They were tired and had decided to walk home. 

On the way they stopped at the shop to buy ice creams. 

They each selected their favourite ice cream and lined up to pay for 
them. 
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A lady was standing in front of them. She had a young child in a 
pram who was crying.  

The lady tried to rock the pram and get money out to pay the man, 
all at the same time. 

As she paid the man, twenty dollars fell out of her purse onto the 
floor. 

The girls saw the money fall. 

Without thinking Sally bent over, picked up the twenty dollars and 
pushed it into her back pocket. 

She looked up quickly, but neither the shopkeeper nor the woman 
had seen Sally pick up the money. 

But her friends had seen what she’d done. 

Sally smiled at her friends, patted her back pocket and said, “My 
shout. I’ll pay for the ice creams!” 

When it was their turn she pulled the twenty dollars from her back 
pocket and handed it to the man. 

Linda smiled at Sally, but Anne shook her head and said, 

“Excuse me sir, I’ll pay for my own ice cream thanks.” 

Anne handed the man her own money. 

Sally frowned. 

Linda whispered to Anne, “Spoil sport!” 

They paid the man and walked out of the shop. 

The lady was half way down the street pushing her pram. 

Linda patted Sally on the back and said, “Boy, were you brave! And 
so quick! You picked up that money before it’d hit the floor!” 

But Anne frowned, “Sally, you did the wrong thing. That money’s not 
yours! You must run after the lady and give it back.” 

Linda laughed. 

“Don’t listen to her! The lady dropped it, you found it, you keep it. 
Finders keepers!” 

But Anne shook her head. 

Sally opened up her ice cream and thought about what her friends 
had said. 
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Sally slowly licked her ice cream. 

She liked what Linda had said. 

She liked it a lot. 

She had been brave! 

She had been quick! 

And her quick thinking had gotten them free ice creams! 

(pause) 

But deep down she knew she’d done the wrong thing. 

She didn’t like what Anne had said. 

But she knew Anne was right. 

The money was not hers. 

It belonged to the lady pushing the pram with the crying child. 

(pause) 

She knew what she had to do. 

She raced down the street calling out to the lady to stop. 

As she ran away she heard Linda mutter, “Where’re you going? 
Don’t be a goody goody! Finders keepers!” 

But she knew her friend Anne was smiling. 
 

(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 
 

A slap from a friend can be trusted.  

Anne gave Sally a slap. 

Anne was a good friend to Sally. 

A good friend will tell you the truth, even when it hurts. 

And a good friend won’t join you when you are doing the wrong 
thing. 

Are you a good friend? 

Do you speak up when your friends do the wrong thing? 

Even when they don’t want to hear it? 

And have you chosen good friends? 
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Friends who tell you when you have done the wrong thing? 

Do you listen to them? 

Do you thank them? 

Remember, you can trust the words of a good friend.  
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David And Jonathan 
1 Samuel 18:1-11, 19:1, 20 

Proverbs 17:17 
 
Chalk Drawings - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - A friend loves at all times. 
 
Instructions 
Pre-draw part of each of the following pictures so that the talk is 
not too long. For example: draw the shape of Saul, David and 
Jonathan, and then add facial features and black outline of each 
figure during the talk. 
 
Need: 

! Storyteller  
! Chalk drawer (can be storyteller) 
! Easel 
! Chalk 
! Large sheets of white paper 
! Gloves 

 

Script (Storyteller) Instructions (Chalk Drawer) 

God had made Saul King of his 
people, the Israelites. 

Draw Saul to one side of page. 

But he did not obey God.  

He failed to trust God. Add frown to Saul’s face. 

David was a young shepherd 
boy. 

 

He was no one important. Draw David in middle of page.  
David needs a belt, bow and  
sword. 

But when the Israelites were in 
great danger, God helped 
David, not Saul, to beat Goliath. 

 

And all the Israelites loved 
David. 

Add people behind David 
cheering. 

Saul had a son called Jonathan. Draw Jonathan on right hand 
side of page. Jonathan needs a 
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coat. 

David and Jonathan became 
friends. 

Add smiles to both David and 
Jonathan. 

They promised to be each 
other’s friend. 

 

Jonathan gave David his coat. Draw an arrow from Jonathan’s 
coat to David. 

Jonathan also gave David his 
sword, bow and belt. 

Draw an arrow from Jonathan’s  
sword, bow and belt to David. 

They would be friends for life.  

God was with David and he won 
lots of battles. 

 

The people loved David even 
more than they loved Saul. 

Add more cheering people 
behind David. 

Saul was angry. He was the 
King! 

Add angry expression to Saul. 

The people were supposed to 
love him! 

 

One day Saul got so angry with 
David that he threw a spear at 
him. 

Add spear in Saul’s hand. 

But David ducked and the spear 
missed him. 

 

David ran away. Turn to clean page. 

Jonathan went to find David.  

Jonathan knew he had to help 
his friend, so he thought up a 
plan. 

 

He came up with this coded 
message. 

Draw Jonathan to right hand 
side of page and a large stone 
on left hand side of page. 

He would go to his father and 
see if it was safe for David to 
return to the palace. 

 

He would see if his father had  
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stopped being angry with David. 

Then he would come and find 
David. 

 

David would be hiding behind a 
big stone in a field.  

Draw David behind the stone. 

If his father had stopped being 
angry he would shoot three 
arrows into the air. 

Add bow and arrow in 
Jonathan’s hands. 

If all was safe for David to 
return, he would call out to the 
boy with him, ‘Look. The arrows 
are just beside you’. 

 

David would know it was safe.  

But if Jonathan called out to the 
boy, ‘The arrows are further that 
way’ then David would know it 
was not safe. 

 

When Jonathan came to shoot 
the arrows, he called out ‘The 
arrows are further that way’. 

Draw arrows flying through air. 

David knew it was not safe to 
come out. 

 

So David and Jonathan hugged 
and cried and said goodbye. 

 

David had to leave his friend 
and say goodbye.   

 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Saul was King of the Israelites.  

But King Saul was behaving 
badly. 

 

He was jealous of David.   

He was so angry he tried to kill 
him. 

 

But it was Jonathan, Saul’s own  
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son, who warned David and 
kept him safe. 

Jonathan protected his friend 
from his father. 

 

Jonathan kept his promise to 
David. 

 

He loved David when it was 
easy and when it was hard. 

 

Proverbs 17:17 says, a friend 
loves at all times. 
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Friendship 
Proverbs 17:17 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - A friend loves at all times. 
 
Good Friend, Bad Friend 
 

- Divide into small groups and have children create a short 
drama about friendship. 

- Perform the dramas and have group comment on whether 
they were good friends or bad friends. 

 
Conclusion: 

- God loves us at all times. 
- In every friendship we have we are to do what God does to 

us - love at all times. 
- And if we’re smart we’ll choose friends who will encourage 

us to live that way too. 
- We’ll choose friends who will help us choose to do the right 

thing. 
- Let’s hear a story about a girl who had two friends - one who 

did not encourage her to do the right thing and one who did. 
 
A Good Friend  
 

- Use the script titled, A Good Friend (pages 108-111) and 
retell the story. 

  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Copy one per child of pages 118-119 
- Set of coloured pencils or markers 
- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 

 
Friendship Questionnaire: 

- Ask the children to honestly fill in the multiple-choice 
questionnaire. 

- As a group read the Proverbs verse listed below each 
question and work out God’s answer to it. 
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- Use a different coloured pen/pencil for children’s answers 
and God’s answers. 

 
Choosing Friends Table: 

- Put children into pairs or triplets and give them one verse to 
look up that is referred to in the table (see below). 

- Ask pairs/triplets to read the verse and try to work out what 
to avoid when choosing a friend and what to look for. 

- Have pairs/triplets share their answers with the group. 
- See table below for leader’s guide to answers. 

 
Application: 

- Have you chosen good friends? 
- When have you been a good friend? 
- When have you been a bad friend? 
- Is there some friend you need to say sorry to? 

 
Conclusion: 

- Let’s pray Proverbs 17:17. 
- That we will love our friends at all times. 

  
Choosing Friends Table (Leaders Guide) 

 
 Do not choose a 

person to be your 
friend… 

Choose a person to be 
your friend…. 

Proverbs 12:26 Who tells you to do 
foolish things 

Who gives good advice 

Proverbs 22:24 Who gets angry easily Who is slow to get angry 
Proverbs 
16:29-30 

Who leads you into 
doing bad things 

Who encourages you to 
do good things 

Proverbs 14:7 Who does foolish 
things 

Who does wise things 

Proverbs 20:19 If they talk about 
people behind their 
back 

Who doesn't tell other 
people things you only 
want them to hear 

 
Prayer Time 
 
Encourage children to pray that they would become better at being 
a friend. 
And pray that they will choose new friends carefully. 
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Friendships 
 
Instructions: 

- Complete this multiple choice questionnaire as honestly as 
you can. Then go back and read the Proverbs verses and 
find out what God’s answer would be to each question. 

- Use two different coloured pens/pencils, one for your answer 
and one for the answer from Proverbs. 

- Sometimes you may like to choose more than one answer. 
 
1. When your friend tells you something private, you... 
a) tell everyone in your Children's Church group so you can pray 
about it. 
b) keep it quiet. 
c) discuss it with others so you can think how to help him/her. 
d) tell everyone you meet about it. 
 
Read Proverbs 20:19 and work out what God’s answer would be. 
 
2. If your friend says something that hurts you, you... 
a) stop being their friend. 
b) keep being their friend, but keep on reminding him/her that they 
hurt you. 
c) tell others about how they hurt you. 
d) forgive him/her. 
 
Read Proverbs 17:9 and work out what God’s answer would be. 
 
3. Do you think it’s important to... 
a) have lots of friends? 
b) have just a few close friends? 
 
Read Proverbs 18:24 and work out what God’s answer would be. 
 
4. You see your friend doing the wrong thing. You... 
a) pray for them. 
b) talk to them about it.   
c) try and ignore it. 
d) join them. 
 
Read Proverbs 27:6 and work out what God’s answer would be. 
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5. When you are with your friends, you... 
a) always try and keep things bright and happy. 
b) mostly grumble together 
c) sometimes laugh and sometimes cry. 
 
Read Proverbs 25:20 and work out what God’s answer would be. 
 
6. A good friend is someone who… 
a) is fun to be around. 
b) is there in good times and bad. 
c) can give good guidance and counsel. 
d) has similar interests to me. 
e) you never need to apologise to. 
  
Read Proverbs 17:17, 27:9,17 and work out what God’s answer 
would be. 
 

Choosing Friends 
 
 Do not choose a 

person to be your 
friend… 

Choose a person to be 
your friend…. 

Proverbs 12:26  
 
 

 

Proverbs 22:24  
 
 

 

Proverbs 
16:29-30 

 
 
 

 

Proverbs 14:7  
 
 

 

Proverbs 20:19  
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Words At Their Best 
Proverbs 24:26, 13:3, 11:12-13, 15:1 

 
Skit - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - God wants us to choose the best words. Words that 
are honest, words that calm angry people and words that are few 
in number. 
 
Instructions 
A mother and her daughter are best to perform this skit.  
Both actors need to commit their parts to memory. 
 
Need: 

! Voice over (said using microphone) 
! Mum 
! Maddy (daughter) 
! Props: maths textbook 

 

Script Actions 

(Voice over) Lights off. 
Mum and Maddy are on stage,  
frozen.  
Mum is holding a maths 
textbook. 

In the book of Proverbs God 
tells us to choose to say the 
best words. 

 

Words that do good and not 
evil. 

 

So what are the best words?  

(Mum)  

Oh, there you are. What have 
you been doing?  

Lights up on Mum and Maddy. 
Mum moves towards Maddy,  
maths textbook behind her  
back. 

(Maddy)  

Me? What have I been doing? 
Umm, I’ve been doing my maths 

Maddy looks a bit guilty. 
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homework. 

(Mum)  

Your maths homework? Really? 
Umm, how could you do it when 
I have your maths book? 

Mum reveals maths textbook. 

(Maddy)  

We I... I… (hangs head) I’ve 
been watching TV. 

 

(Voice over) Mum and Maddy freeze. 

The best words are true and 
honest words. 

 

(Mum) Mum and Maddy unfreeze. 

How dare you tell me lies! And 
in front of all these people too! I 
am so ashamed. To think a 
daughter of mine telling lies in 
front of everyone at Church! 
You wait till your father gets 
home! You are in big trouble 
young lady! You’re going to 
regret… 

Mum says these words angrily. 

(Maddy)  

Mum, I am so sorry. I was 
wrong to lie to you. I’ll do my 
homework, all of my homework. 
I’m so sorry. 

 

(Voice over) Mum and Maddy freeze. 

The gentle words calm an angry 
person. 

 

(Mum) Mum and Maddy unfreeze. 
Mum takes a big breath and 
calms down. 

Oh Maddy, thank you for 
apologising. And I’m sorry I got 
so angry and yelled at you.  

 

(Maddy) Maddy nods, turns to leave and 
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then turns back. 

Mum, you know that new family 
at Church? The one that lives 
down the end of our street. 
Well, Sally told me that the Dad 
lost his job because he stole 
money. And Sally said they had 
to sell their home and that’s why 
they live in that old house on the 
corner. And Sally said…  

 

(Mum)  

And Sally said... far too much! 
And you’ve said far too much! 
Don’t listen to what Sally said 
and don’t repeat what Sally 
said.  If it’s true then it’s still not 
something you go around telling 
others. And if it’s not true, then 
you have said the wrong thing. 

 

(Voice over) Mum and Maddy freeze. 

The best words are few words.  

The fewer the words, the less 
likely you are to say the wrong 
thing. 

 

(Mum) Mum and Maddy unfreeze. 

Words, words, words! We don’t 
seem to be getting it right today. 
(pause) Would you like me to 
help you with that maths 
homework of yours?  

 

(Maddy)  

Now those are the best words 
I’ve heard all day. Help is 
exactly what I need. 

 

 Mum and Maddy exit. 
 

(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 
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Children, God hears every word 
we speak. 

 

The words we use can do good 
or evil. 

 

The best words are true and 
honest words. 

 

The best words are calm and 
peaceful. 

 

The best words are few in 
number. 

 

Every word Jesus speaks is only 
ever good. 

 

He only chooses the best words 
to speak. 

 

Words that do good, not evil.  

Children, stop and think before 
you speak.  

 

Choose your words carefully.  
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Words At Their Best 
Proverbs 24:26, 13:3, 11:12-13, 15:1 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time  
 
Main Point - God wants us to choose the best words to speak. 
Honest and kind words, words that are few in number. 
 
Memory Verse 
 
Ephesians 4:32  
 
Ask: 

- What words does God want to hear coming out of your 
mouth? 

- How do you know if your words are kind? 
 
This verse can be found on Colin Buchanan's CD, 10, 9, 8… God 
is Great. . To find out more about this CD, go to Kidswise Links. 
 
James 1:19 (optional) 
 
Learn the verse by saying it as instructed: 
 
Everyone should be  
(pause, take a breath, say next bit very fast) 
quick to listen,  
(pause, say next bit very slow)  
slow to speak  
(pause, say next bit even slower)  
and slow to become angry. 
(pause, say next bit normal speed) 
James chapter one verse nineteen 

 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs that remind us that our words matter to God (kind 
words, honest words, few words and gentle words). 
 
Sing the following song as a theme song for the book of Proverbs: 
God Speaks (from the CD, Get Ready, EMU Music). 
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Fruit Tasting 
 
Warning: check for allergies before asking children to do this 
activity. If unsure, have a leader taste test the fruit. 
 
Need: 
- four different kinds of fruit (orange, banana, apple, lemon) 
- blindfold 

 
Instructions: 
- Blindfold the taster. 
- Hand taster one piece of fruit at a time and ask them to 

guess what sort of tree the fruit came from. 
 
Conclusion: 
- (hold up fruit) We know what sort of tree it was picked from. 
- The fruit tells us that. 
- We know that this came from an orange tree, this came from 

an apple tree…. (hold up the fruit one at a time as you 
speak). 

- The words that come out of our mouths are our fruit.  
- The Bible tells us that the words we speak show what our 

hearts are like. 
- If we love God, then we will be different from people who 

don’t. 
- We will be more like Jesus who only ever spoke good, kind 

and truthful words. 
- What do your words say about you? 
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Words At Their Best 
Proverbs 24:26, 13:3, 11:12-13, 15:1 

 
K-2 Group Time  
 
Main Point - God wants us to choose the best words to speak. 
Honest and kind words, words that are few in number. 
  
Slow Down Games 
 
Need: 
- Jumping sacks 
- Long ropes  
- Hoops  

 
Instructions: 
- Play a number of games whereby going too fast is not the 

way you win. 
- Example: sack race, if you fall over you have to pick up your 

sack and go back to the beginning and start again. 
- Example: walk along the length of a long rope, if you step off 

the rope you have to start again. 
- Example: roll a hoop, if your hoop falls over you have to pick 

it up and go back and start again. 
 
Conclusion: 
- Sometimes it’s better to go slow. 
- Slowing down in these races meant we were more likely to 

be the winner. 
- Slowing down and thinking before we talk means we are 

more likely to choose better words to speak.   
- God wants us to stop and think before words come rushing 

out of our mouth. 
 
Sorting Activity (small groups) 
 
Need: 
- Two hoops per group. 
- Write the following words on strips of paper, one set per 

group: 
Go away!    You can sit next to me. 
I hate you!    Please don’t do that. 
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That’s mine. Give it back! Can I please have my toy back? 
You can’t play with us!  Would you like to play? 
I’ll never talk to you again!     I’m sorry. 
You stink!                              Would you like me to help you? 
  
Instructions: 
- Divide into small groups. 
- Place two hoops on the ground. Decide which hoop is going 

to have the kind words in it and which is going to have the 
unkind words. 

- Read out or have the children read out words on one strip of 
paper and ask the group to decide whether these words are 
kind words or unkind words. 

- Sort all statements. 
 
Application: 
- When people say kind words to you, how do you feel? 

(happy, loved, feel good/nice, like it) 
 
- What do kind words do to people? 

(they help people, make people feel loved, help people calm 
down when they are angry) 

 
- When people say unkind words to you, how do you feel? 

(sad, unhappy, angry) 
 
- What do unkind words do to people? 

(make people feel hurt, sad, angry, lonely) 
 
- What words does God want us to say?  

(kind words) 
 
Conclusion: 
- Jesus only ever says the right words. 
- He always speaks the truth. 
- He is always kind. 
- He always knows what to say. 
- We need to ask God to help us stop and think before we 

speak. 
- To slow down and choose the right words to speak. 
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Story Time  
 
- Use the script titled, Slow Down Sam (pages 130-133) and 

retell the story.  
 
Discussion (small groups) 
 

- Sam was always in a hurry. What wrong thing did Sam say 
to his Mum?  
(he lied about his clothes being tidy) 

 
- What unkind thing did he say to his sister, Sally?  

(he called her names, he said she was a snail, slow)  
 

- What was so wrong about what he said about Mr Hill? 
(he talked about things that weren’t true, he gossiped) 

 
- What was the best thing Sam said? 

(sorry, he apologised for the things he’d said wrong) 
 

- Show the children the words they sorted into groups.  
 
Application: 

- What words have you said to people that hurt them? 
- Do you still need to say sorry for these words? 

 
Conclusion: 

- God wants us to be kind to one another.  
- And one of the ways we are kind is to say kind words. 
- Let’s pray that we will stop and think before we say 

something. 
- That we will think what kind words we can say. 
- And say only those words. 

 
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Father God, – we are sorry – for the words we say – that are 
unkind, – unfair and untrue. – Words that hurt you – and people. – 
Please help us – to be more like Jesus – and say kind and truthful 
words. – Amen  
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Individual Prayer 
Ask the children to pray about their answers to the application 
questions. 
   
Imaginary Play 
 
Set up the following imaginary play centres for the children to play 
with: 

- Doll’s house, people and furniture 
- City blocks, cars and roads 

 
Discuss with children: 

- What unkind words do people say in homes, in the street and 
in their cars? 

- How does following Jesus change what words we choose to 
say? 

 
Memory Verse Craft 
 

- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 
Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil with drawing of lips 
and the memory verse Ephesians 4:32. Copy one per child. 

- Provide collage material for the children to decorate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

130 

   Slow Down Sam! 
            Proverbs 13:3 
 
Storytelling - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - Our words matter to God. So stop and think before 
you speak. 
 
Instructions 
Storyteller needs to commit this story to memory in order to retell 
it. 
Prepare a simple sign that reads, ‘Slow down Sam!’, large enough 
for all the children to read. 
 
Need: 

! Storyteller 
! Sign - ‘Slow down Sam!’ 

 

Script 

(Storyteller) 

Proverbs 13:3 says, “Whoever speaks without thinking will be 
ruined.” 

Saying things without thinking can get you into all sorts of trouble. 

Our words can cause lots and lots of pain. 

Let me tell you a story about a boy who needed to learn to slow 
down and think before speaking. 

Every time you see me hold up this sign, I want you to read it out, 
“Slow down Sam!” (Storyteller holds up sign.) 

(Practise with audience.) 

Now to our story. 

Every word we speak, God hears. 

And what we say matters to God. 

So children, what words does God want to hear from us? 

Let me tell you a story about a boy named Sam. 

Sam loves God. 

But Sam’s always in a hurry. 
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One morning Sam woke up, jumped out of bed, brushed his hair 
(storyteller shakes head) and grabbed his cricket bat. 

Sam loved cricket! 

Just as he was about to race out the door, his mother called out, 
“Sam, have you put your clothes away?”  

Sam quickly called back, “Yes, Mum.” 

(Hold up sign: audience) 

“Slow down, Sam!” 

(Storyteller: looks at sign, puts it down, then continues with story) 

Sam stopped.  

He looked around. 

His clothes were everywhere - on the floor, hanging out his 
drawers, shoved under his bed. 

So Sam called back to his Mum, “They will be soon.” 

Then Sam quickly put his clothes away. 

When he’d finished he grabbed his cricket bat and raced 
downstairs. 

He ran into the kitchen. 

There was his little sister, Sally, getting her breakfast. 

Sally was pouring her milk - so slowly! 

Sam was not going to be late for cricket with his friends!  

He grabbed the milk from her and said “You’re a snail. Move over, 
slow coach!” 

Sally began to cry, “I’m not a snail!” 

Sam ignored her and began to pour the milk. 

(Hold up sign: audience) 

“Slow down, Sam!“ 

(Storyteller: looks at sign, puts it down, then continues with story) 

Sam stopped pouring.  

He turned to his little sister and said, “Sorry, Sally. You’re not a 
snail. I was unkind.” 
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Sam gave Sally back the milk and waited while she poured. 

Then Sam poured his milk and quickly ate his breakfast. 

(Hold up sign: audience) 

Slow down, Sam! 

(Storyteller: looks at sign, puts it down, then continues with story) 

Sam did slow down and ate his breakfast a little slower. 

(pause) 

As he was eating Sam remembered something he’d heard at 
school. 

“Sally, did you hear that Mr Hill was told to leave our school and 
that he couldn’t teach anymore? I heard he stole some money 
from the canteen and that’s why he’s leaving.”  

(Hold up sign: audience) 

“Slow down, Sam!“ 

(Storyteller: looks at sign, puts it down, then continues with story) 

Sam looked up. 

His Mum was standing there shaking her head. 

“”Sam, I don’t know where you hear all these things from, but 
you’ve got it all wrong. Mr Hill is sick and needs to stop teaching. 
He’s a great teacher and you are very wrong to repeat all this 
gossip.” 

Sam hung his head. 

Mr Hill had been very kind to him. 

For the second time that morning Sam said sorry. 

Sorry was the only word he seemed to have got right so far that 
day and the day had only just begun. 

Sam finished off his breakfast and raced for the door.  

(Hold up sign: audience) 

“Slow down, Sam!“ 

(Storyteller: looks at sign, puts it down, then continues with story) 

Sam came back. 

He looked at his Mum and asked, “Can I go and play cricket 
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now?”  

Sam’s Mum smiled and said, “Only if you give me a kiss.” 

Sam hated this part of the day, but his Mum had to be kissed 
before he could leave the house. 

Sam kissed his Mum and raced out the door, pretending not to 
hear his sister cry, “Me too. Kiss me too.” 
 

(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 
   

What we say matters to God. 

God wants us to speak the truth because no lie is ever found on 
his lips. 

He wants us to say kind words, because kind words are words 
that Jesus speaks. 

And he wants us to speak few words, because the less we speak 
the less we have to say sorry for.   

What we say matters to God. 

So children, stop and think before you speak. 
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Words At Their Best 
Proverbs 24:26, 13:3, 11:12-13, 15:1 

 
3-5 Group Time  
 
Main Point - God wants us to choose the best words to speak. 
Honest and kind words, words that are few in number. 
  
Word Relay 
 
Need: 

- whiteboard and whiteboard markers (a different coloured 
marker for each group)  

- or large sheet of paper and markers (a different coloured 
marker for each group)  

 
Instructions: 

- Divide the children into teams. 
- Hand them one marker each (each team should have a 

different colour). 
- Write the phrase, God wants us to choose the best words to 

say in the middle of the whiteboard/sheet of paper. 
- Each team has to look at the letters in this phrase and think 

of words (of three letters or more) using only those letters. 
- When they have thought of a word, they have to send one 

person from their group to write the word on the 
whiteboard/paper. 

- Once a word has been written by a team, no other team can 
write it. 

- If two teams are writing the same word at the same time, the 
person who finishes first gets to have the word for their team 
(i.e. put a cross through the other team’s word). 

- Set a time limit (5 minutes). 
- The team with the most number of words wins. 

 
Conclusion: 

- God wants us to choose our words carefully. 
- To choose the best words to say. 
- To say the right thing at the right time. 
- We need to ask God to help us stop and think before we 

speak. 
- To slow down and choose the right words to speak. 
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Slow Down Games 
 
Need: 
- Jumping sacks 
- Long ropes  
- Hoops  

 
Instructions: 
- Play a number of games whereby going too fast is not the 

way you win. 
- Example: sack race, if you fall over you have to pick up your 

sack and go back to the beginning and start again. 
- Example: walk along the length of a long rope, if you step off 

the rope you have to start again. 
- Example: roll a hoop, if your hoop falls over you have to pick 

it up and go back and start again. 
- Example: slow motion race, must keep moving forward but 

the person who goes the slowest wins 
 
Conclusion: 
- Sometimes it’s better to go slow. 
- Slowing down in these races meant we were more likely to 

be the winner. 
- Slowing down and thinking before we talk means we are 

more likely to choose better words to speak.   
- God wants us to stop and think before words come rushing 

out our mouth. 
 
Story Time  
 
- Use the script titled, Slow Down Sam (pages 130-133) and 

retell the story.  
 
Discussion (small groups) 
 
- “Sticks and stones may break my bones but names will 

never hurt me.” Is this true? Why do words hurt so much? 
 
- When people say kind words to you, how do you feel? 

(happy, loved, feel good/nice, like it) 
 
- What do kind words do to people? 

(they help people, make people feel loved, help people calm 
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down when they are angry) 
 
- When people say unkind words to you, how do you feel? 

(sad, unhappy, angry) 
 
- What do unkind words do to people? 

(make people feel hurt, sad, angry, lonely, hit back) 
 
- What words does God want us to say?  

(kind words) 
 
Conclusion: 
- Jesus only ever says the right words. 
- He always speaks the truth. 
- He is always kind. 
- He always knows what to say. 
- We need to ask God to help us stop and think before we 

speak. 
- To slow down and choose the right words. 

  
Mind Map (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Set of coloured pencils or markers 
- Copy and cut page 138, one strip per child 
- A3 paper, one per child 
- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 

 
Activity: 
- Ask the children to create a mind map (words, captions, 

pictures) of everything the selected verses from Proverbs 
(see page 89) tell them about the words they speak.  

- Begin by asking the children to write the word, Words in the 
middle of the page and then to draw arrows/lines out and 
summarise what they read. 

- Encourage them to divide their page up. On one side use 
words, captions and symbols or pictures of words not to say, 
and on the other side words to say. 

- A mind map is simply a summary of the passage, using both 
pictures/cartoons and captions/quotes. 

- For example: Proverbs 10:9 - write the word honest add ticks 
around it, on opposite side of page write the word dishonest 
draw a net over it. 
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- Mind map the following Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-
21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2. 

- When finished, have children share what they have learnt. 
  
Prayer Time 
 
- Ask the children to pray about what they have learnt from 

their mind map. 
- Encourage the children to say sorry for words they have said 

that have hurt others. 
 
Card Making/Letter Writing (optional) 
 
- Provide material for the children to make a card and write a 

note to someone they know. 
- Encourage them to think about how their kind words can 

encourage someone. 
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Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
 
 
Proverbs: 6:12, 10:9, 10:11, 10:19-21, 16:27-28, 12:18, 15:1-2 
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Hard Working Harry, Lazy Larry 
Proverbs 6:6-11; 24:30-34 

 
Narrated Drama - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - When we work hard we are both loving God and 
loving others - the people we work for and the people we work 
with.  
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
! Lazy Larry 
! Hard Working Harry - has a pad and pen in his pocket 
! Props:  

o beanbag  
! Lighting option: use spots on actors where indicated in the 

script. If spots not available, have actors freeze and unfreeze 
 

Script Actions 

In the book of Proverbs we hear 
about a sluggard. 

 

A lazy man, who never did any 
work. 

 

And because he didn’t work, his 
life ended in ruin. 

 

Let me tell you a story about 
two men. 

Begin with both actors on either  
side of stage, backs turned to  
audience. 

Two men whose stories began 
the same but whose end was 
very different.   

 

Let me introduce them.  

They are, Lazy Larry… Spot on Larry. 
Larry turns around and waves. 

and Hard Working Harry. Spot on Harry. 
Harry turns around and waves. 

One day Lazy Larry and Hard 
Working Harry went out for a 
walk. 

Harry and Larry walk on the 
spot. 
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Lazy Larry climbed a steep hill 
and came across a nice piece of 
land. 

Larry climbs, wipes sweat  
from his forehead. 

Hard Working Harry also 
climbed up a steep hill and 
came across a nice piece of 
land as well. 

Harry climbs, wipes sweat  
from his forehead. 

They both surveyed the land.  

This land would make a great 
farm! 

Larry and Harry nod, gives 
thumbs up. 

Hard Working Harry rolled up 
his sleeves and set to work 
immediately. 

Harry rubs hands together. 

He got out his pen and paper 
and walked around the land, 
making plans. 

Harry pulls out pen and note 
pad and walks around on the 
spot, jotting down notes and 
thinking hard. 

Meanwhile, Larry found a 
comfortable spot under a big 
tree and sat down to daydream. 

Spot off Harry, spot 
remains on 

Larry. 
Larry sits on beanbag. 

He closed his eyes and began 
to imagine what his farm would 
look like. 

Larry lies back, looks around 
and smiles. 

Meanwhile, Harry had finished 
drawing up his plans and set to 
work. 

Spot off Larry, spot on Harry. 
Harry puts paper and pen away. 

He dug up the garden beds and 
planted the plants 

Harry mimes digging and 
planting. 

He dug the foundations of his 
house and filled it with cement. 

Harry mimes digging and 
shovelling cement. 

Meanwhile, Larry had finished 
daydreaming and (pause) had 
fallen fast asleep. 

Spot off Harry, spot on Larry. 
Larry wakes up slightly on the 
‘and’ looks around and falls 
asleep again, then snores 
loudly. 

On the opposite hill, Harry Spot off Larry, spot on Harry. 



 

© 2010 Kidswise www.kidswise.com.au 
 

141 

was hard at work watering the 
plants and pulling out the 
weeds. 

Harry mimes watering plants 
and pulling out weeds. 

He laid the bricks, one at a time, 
until his house was finished. 

Harry mimes laying bricks. 

Meanwhile, Larry was slowly 
waking up from his sleep. 

Spot off Harry, spot on Larry. 
Larry slowly wakes up. 
 

He looked around at his land. Larry stands and surveys land. 

What a fine farm it would be one 
day. 

Larry smiles and nods. 

But Larry didn’t quite feel like 
beginning work on his farm 
today. 

Larry screws up his face and 
shakes his head. 

He’d begin work first thing 
tomorrow morning! 

Larry nods. 

He went for a walk to stretch his 
legs. 

Larry sets off for a walk. 

Meanwhile, Harry was picking 
his first crop. 

Spot off Larry, spot on Harry. 
Harry mimes picking fruit and 
vegetables. 

Beautiful tomatoes, fresh 
carrots, crunchy apples and 
delicious strawberries. 

Harry mimes holding up each 
fruit/vegetable in turn. 

Harry had grown so many he 
would have lots left over to sell. 

Harry smiles and nods. 

Meanwhile, Larry had come 
back from his walk. 

Spot off Harry, spot on Larry. 
Larry walks back to beanbag. 

All that exercise had made Larry 
hungry. 

Larry rubs his stomach and licks  
his lips. 

He looked around for something 
to eat. 

Larry looks around for food. 

But Lazy Larry had nothing to 
eat. 

Larry frowns. 

And Lazy Larry had no money 
to buy anything to eat. 

Larry checks his pockets for 
money. 
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That night Lazy Larry sat in the 
dark on the top of his hill 
dreaming about the food he 
would one day grow on his 
farm. 

Larry sits down on his beanbag 
and looks hungry and cold, nods 
slowly. 

And on a hill not too far away 
sat Hard Working Harry eating 
an enormous dinner in front of a 
warm fire.  

Spot remains on Larry, spot on 
Harry as well. 
Harry mimes eating and 
warming himself by a fire. 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Harry worked hard.  

And he got to enjoy what his 
work produced.  

 

But Larry - he was lazy!  

Larry got nothing - because he 
did nothing. 

 

Our work blesses us and it 
blesses those around us. 

 

Children, God has worked to 
give us everything. 

 

Everything that’s important.  

Because of Jesus we have life 
with him now, a new family and 
new home made ready for us in 
heaven. 

 

When we work, we love God.  

And when we work we love 
others.   

 

The people we work for and the 
people we work with.  

 

God has blessed us by his work, 
and so we as his children bless 
others by the work that we do. 
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Hard Working Harry and Lazy Larry 
Proverbs 6:6-11; 24:30-34 

 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - When we work hard we are both loving God and 
loving others - the people we work for and the people we work 
with.  
 
Memory Verse 
 
Ephesians 4:32  
 
This verse can be found on Colin Buchanan's CD, 10, 9, 8… God 
is Great. To find out more about this CD, go to Kidswise Links. 
 
Singing 
 
Select 2/3 songs about God’s work in creating the world and songs 
about obeying Him. 
 
Sing the following song as a theme song for the book of Proverbs: 
God Speaks (from the CD, Get Ready, EMU Music). 
  
What's Your Excuse?  
 
Aim: to have a series of competitions to see who can make up the 
best excuse on the spot. 
 
Instructions: 

- Ask for three volunteers. 
- Give the volunteers 10 seconds to think up an excuse (the 

crazier the better) for getting out of doing the job. 
- The audience decides the winner (the loudest clap). 
- Repeat with different group of volunteers and different job. 

 
Jobs: 

- Maths homework 
- Tidying up bedroom 
- Setting the table 
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Conclusion: 
- We can make up all sorts of excuses for not doing jobs (refer 

to some of the excuses the children said). 
- Jobs are usually not fun, but they must be done. 
- If they don’t, things get difficult. 
- We get detention for not doing homework, our rooms get 

dangerous and we can’t eat dinner. 
- God wants us to learn to get our work done and not be lazy. 
- We do it for ourselves. 
- We do it for others. 
- But most of all we do it for God. 
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Hard Working Harry and Lazy Larry 
Proverbs 6:6-11; 24:30-34 

 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - When we work hard we are both loving God and 
loving others - the people we work for and the people we work 
with.  
 
Charades 
 
Leader mimes the following, one at a time, and asks the children to 
work out what work is being mimed. 
 
- Washing the dishes  
- Making the bed  
- Mowing the lawn  
- Picking up the toys and putting them in the toy box  
- Doing a test  

 
Conclusion: 
- We all have work to do. 
- We have to make our beds, put our clothes in the wash 

basket, tidy up our room, hang up the towel, set the table, do 
our homework, study for tests... 

- But sometimes we feel lazy. 
- We don’t want to do the work. 
- When God made the world he worked for six days, but on 

the seventh day he stopped. 
- Not because he was lazy. 
- But because the work was done. 
- And everything God does is for our good.  
- And the great thing is, God allows our work to do good for 

others too. 
  
Hard Working Harry Says 
 
A variation of Simon Says. 
 
Instructions: 
Instead of Simon says, change it to Hard Working Harry says... 
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Possible instructions (taken from children’s talk about Hard 
Working Harry and Lazy Larry): 
- Dig the ground 
- Plant the plants 
- Pull the weeds 
- Water the plants 
- Hammer the nails 
- Build the house 

 
Occasionally say Lazy Larry says, and the child who does the 
action is out. 
- Continue until only one child is in. 

 
Conclusion: 
- Harry worked really hard. 
- He planned and worked and finally got to enjoy his house 

and his food. 
- But Lazy Larry didn’t work. 
- He ended up with nothing. 
- Let’s remember their story. 

 
Story Time 
 
- Use the script titled, Hard Working Harry And Lazy Larry 

(pages 139-142).  
- Divide the group in two. 
- One half plays the part of Hard Working Harry. Place a 

leader in front of the group for the children to copy their 
actions. 

- The other half plays the part of Lazy Larry. Place a second 
leader in front of that group for the children to copy.  

- A third leader reads through the script and the 
children/leaders act out their roles. 

 
Ant Farm 
 
Bring in an ant farm for the children to observe. 
 
Ask: 
- What work do ants do? 

(they make tunnels and store up food) 
 
- Who tells them to do their work? 
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(no one, they just do it) 
 
- Proverbs 6 suggests that the lazy person go and look at 

ants. What would a lazy person learn from ants? 
(to work hard so that when winter comes there is enough 
food to eat) 

 
Conclusion: 
- Ants work hard and they are prepared for the future.  
- They store up food so that when winter comes and food is 

hard to find they have plenty. 
- The lazy person doesn’t work and so they end up missing 

out on things. 
- God has work for us to do. 
- He wants us to learn to work hard, and rest only after we 

have worked. 
  
God’s Work - Creation  
 
- Read the story of God creating the world from a good 

children’s bible. 
- Emphasize God at work and that he rested only when his 

work was complete. 
 
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Icebreaker: 
- What excuses do you make for… not doing your homework, 

not cleaning your room, not picking up the toys? 
 
Discuss: 
- What was God’s work? 

(he made the world) 
 
- How many days did he work? 

(six) 
 
- When did God rest from his work? 

(when his work was finished, on the seventh day) 
 
- Why do we like to get out of doing our work? 

(it’s not easy, it’s boring, work is not fun) 
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- God rested, but he was never lazy. What’s the difference 
between resting and being lazy? 
(you rest when your work is finished, being lazy is trying to 
get out of work you should be doing) 

 
- Remember the story about the two men. What did we learn 

about Harry? 
(he worked hard, he enjoyed his work, he rested well) 

 
- What did we learn about Larry? 

(he lazed and lazed and lazed, he did no work, so had 
nothing to enjoy, he was poor) 

 
Application: 
- Who are you more like - Harry or Larry? 
- What work do you try and get out of doing? 
- Who do you need to say sorry to for the times you were 

lazy? 
  
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Dear God – thank you that – you love us – by the work that you do. 
– Please help us to – work hard – so that we can love others – but 
most of all –  we can love you. – Amen 
 
Individual Prayer 
Encourage the children to ask God to help them do any job they 
hate doing and to do it well. 
  
Imaginary Play 
 
Provide a variety of play stations whereby children can pretend to 
do the work they see adults doing: 
 
- Hospital: dress ups and equipment to help sick people 
- Construction: blocks and hard hats to build buildings 
- Home duties: doll’s house, furniture and people  
- Building cities: blocks to create cities and roads 
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Creation Felt 
 
- Provide felt boards and felt shapes for the children to create 

pictures of the different days of creation. 
- Talk about how God didn’t rest until he’d finished his work. 
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Hard Working Harry and Lazy Larry 
Proverbs 6:6-11; 24:30-34 

 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - When we work hard we are both loving God and 
loving others - the people we work for and the people we work 
with.  
 
Divide the children into small groups and have them rotate 
through the following five activities: 
 
1. Charades 
 
Select children to mime the following, one at a time, and ask the 
group to work out what work is being mimed. 
 
- Washing the dishes  
- Making the bed  
- Mowing the lawn  
- Picking up the toys and putting them in the toy box  
- Doing a test  

 
Conclusion 
- We all have work to do. 
- We have to make our beds, put our clothes in the wash 

basket, tidy up our room, hang up the towel, set the table, do 
our homework, study for tests... 

- But sometimes we feel lazy. 
- We don’t want to do the work. 
- And when we decide not to work, the people around us get 

hurt and frustrated. 
- Work is one way we show our love for others, but most of all 

our love for God.  
 
2. Creation Pattern  
 
Need: 
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the set of 7 pictures for each 
group for each day of creation. Copy one set per group. 
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Instructions: 
- Ask the children to order the pictures correctly. 
- Groups share their order. 
- Leader reveals the correct order. 
- Ask the children to separate the pictures into work days and 

rest days. 
 
Conclusion: 
- God worked for six days and on the seventh day he rested. 
- God's pattern for the Israelites was to work for six days and 

then rest. 
- He set apart one day out of seven to rest. 
- He wants us to work hard and not be lazy. 
- But he doesn’t want us to work all the time. 
- He wants us to learn to rest from our work. 

 
Think it through: 
- God rested, but he was never lazy. What’s the difference 

between resting and being lazy? 
(you rest when your work is finished, being lazy is trying to 
get out of work you should be doing) 

 
- If people only worked one day and rested for six, what do 

you think would happen? 
(not much would get done, food wouldn’t be grown, houses 
would take a long time to build, children would take forever 
to finish school) 

 
3. Work  
 
Need: 
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in Kidswise 

Membership). Find the stencils titled, Matching Activity. Copy 
and cut one set per triplet. 
 

Instructions: 
- Play a matching game whereby children match the job with 

God's characteristic.  
- Divide the children into triplets. 
- Mix the sections up and ask the children to match them (see 

leader’s answers page 139). 
- Have triplets share their findings. 
- As a small group discuss the following questions: 
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Discussion: 
- God is a worker. He works hard and everything he does, he 

does well. What is your work at home?  
- What is your work at school?  
- Do you work hard at doing it well? 
- What work do you find hard to do? 
- Does God want you to work all the time? 

 
                                   Leader’s Answers 
Job God's Character 
Head of a large company God holds everything together 
Cleaner God creates order out of chaos 
Holds up road signs God protects and keeps safe 
Makes hamburgers God provides 
Nurse or mother God cares and is patient 
Judge God decides right and wrong 
Teacher God teaches his people  

 
4. Ant Farm  
 
Bring in an ant farm for the children to observe. 
 
Ask: 
- What work do ants do? 

(they make tunnels and store up food) 
 
- Who tells them to do their work? 

(no one, they just do it) 
 
- Read Proverbs 6:6-11. What would a lazy person learn from 

ants? 
(to work hard so that when winter comes there is enough 
food to eat) 

 
Conclusion: 
- Ants work hard and they are prepared for the future.  
- They store up food so that when winter comes and food is 

hard to find they have plenty. 
- The lazy person doesn’t work and so they end up missing 

out on things. 
- God has work for us to do. 
- He wants us to learn to work hard, and rest only after we 
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have worked. 
 
5. Story Time  
 
- Read Proverbs 24:30-34 as a group. 
- Use the script titled, Hard Working Harry And Lazy Larry 

(pages 139-142).  
- Divide the group into two groups. 
- One half plays the part of Hard Working Harry.  
- The other half plays the part of Lazy Larry.  
- Leader reads through the script and the children act out their 

roles. 
   
Discussion (small group) 
 
Need: 

- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 
 
Icebreaker: 
- What is your favourite excuse for getting out of doing 

something? 
 
Discuss: 
- Why is life difficult for someone who is lazy? 

 
- Read Hebrews 6:12. What is it that is important that we do 

not become lazy in?  
(lazy in our faith, continue to wait patiently for what God has 
promised us) 

 
Application: 
- Are you more likely to work hard and find it difficult to stop 

and rest? 
- If so, what do you need to ask God to help you do? 
- Or are you more likely to make excuses to get out of 

working? 
- If so, what do you need to ask God to help you do? 

  
Prayer Time 
 
- Pray about the answers to the application questions. 
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Anger 
Proverbs 29:11 

 
PowerPoint - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - The wise child, who trusts in God, learns to control 
his/her anger.  
 
Instructions 
Take a series of photographs of children in your church pulling the 
following faces and put together as a DVD. Change all 
photographs to black and white and back with sombre music. 
Be sure to gain permission from parents before taking 
photographs. 
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
! Data projector and PowerPoint (see Instructions) 

 

Photographs Words On Movie 

 Title: Anger 

Series of angry faces. These are our angry faces. 

Series of sad faces. Angry people make us sad. 

Series of fearful faces. We feel afraid when people yell  
at us. 

Series of pairs of children 
shaking their fists or looking 
angry at each other. 

Sometimes we fight and get  
angry with our friends. 

Series of pairs of children 
smiling and being friendly. 

We need to learn to say sorry. 

Series of pairs of children 
smiling and being friendly. 

God promises to help us if we 
ask him. 

Series of faces that are 
confused and alone. 

Anger makes us feel… 

 confused 

 left out 

 alone 
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Series of groups of children 
looking angrily at camera. 

Angry people don’t make good 
friends. Proverbs 22:24 

A boy holding arms in body 
building pose. 

A wise person is someone who 
controls his anger. Proverbs 
29:11 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

We hate it when people get 
angry and yell at us. 

 

It makes us feel small, afraid 
and very alone. 

 

Let’s pray that we will live 
wisely. 

 

Let's ask God to help us control 
our anger. 

 

 Conclude by praying. 
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Anger 
 Proverbs 29:11  

Matthew 5:21-26 Genesis 4:1-16 
 
K-5 Joint Group Time 
 
Main Point - The wise child, who trusts in God, learns to control 
his/her anger.  
  
Memory Verse 
 
Ephesians 4:32  
 
This verse can be found on Colin Buchanan's CD, 10, 9, 8… God 
is Great. To find out more about this CD, go to Kidswise Links. 
 
Singing 
 
Choose two or three songs that talk about loving others (being kind 
and gentle rather than angry and cruel). 
 
Sing the following song as a theme song for the book of Proverbs: 
God Speaks (from the CD, Get Ready, EMU Music). 
  
Cain And Abel 
 
Use the script titled, Cain And Abel (pages 157-161) and have 
leaders act out the story of Genesis 4. 
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Cain And Abel 
Genesis 4:1-16, Matthew 5:21-26 

 
Narrated Drama - script by Sandy Galea. 
Main Point - Don't let anger grow. It can end in murder. 
  
Instructions 
Cain enters wearing a farmer’s hat and carrying a piece of straw in 
hand. He also has black contact in his pocket (see props list 
below). The bundle of grain is to one side of the stage. 
Abel enters carrying shepherd's staff. Toy sheep are off to one 
side of the stage. 
 
Need: 

! Narrator 
! Cain  
! Abel  
! Voice of God (said over a microphone) 
! Props  

o shepherd’s staff 
o soft toy sheep (about 5) 
o bundle of grain (can be long native grasses) 
o black contact cut into an uneven shape (the mark of 

Cain) 
! Sound effects  

o baby crying (optional) 
o sheep  

 

Script Actions 

Adam and Eve had a baby boy. Sound effect - baby crying. 

His name was Cain.  Enter Cain. 

Then they had another baby 
boy.  

Sound effect - baby crying. 

His name was Abel.   Enter Abel. 

Cain grew up and became a 
farmer.  

Cain puts on farmer's hat and 
places a piece of straw in side 
of his mouth. 

Abel grew up and became a 
shepherd.  

Abel picks up shepherd staff. 
Sound effect - sheep.  
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Abel herds toy sheep on stage. 

Everything Cain and Abel had, 
had been given to them by God. 

Cain and Abel indicate 
‘everything’ with their hands. 

One day Cain and Abel decided 
to say thank you to God. 

Cain and Abel nod. 

So they decided to give God 
gifts.  

Cain and Abel look at each 
other and say ‘gifts’! 

Cain went out into the field.  Cain casually walks into ‘field’. 

He grabbed the first bit of grain 
he could find.  

Cain casually grabs bundle of 
grain. 

Cain said,   

"This’ll do."   Cain repeats. 

But Abel took his time.   Sound effect - sheep. 

He searched and searched, 
(pause) until he found the very 
best sheep.  

Abel carefully checks out each 
sheep in his flock, rejecting all 
but one. 

Abel said,   

"This is the very best sheep.   Abel repeats. 

I will give God my very best!"  Abel repeats. 

Cain and Abel brought their gifts 
to God. 

Abel prayerfully holds up sheep. 
Cain casually holds out grain. 

God was pleased with Abel’s 
gift. 

Abel smiles happily. 

But God was not pleased with 
Cain’s gift. 

Cain looks shocked. 
 

Cain became upset.  
   

Cain's face turns from shock to 
anger. 

He got angry.  

Then God said to Cain,  

(Voice of God)  

"Cain, why are you angry?  Cain folds arms and stamps 
foot. 

If you did the right thing, your  
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gift would’ve been accepted. 

But you didn’t. Cain pretends not to listen. 

Watch out Cain!     

Anger is ready to take over you. Cain yawns. 

But you must control it.”  

(Narrator)  

But Cain would not listen.  Cain holds head proudly. 

Cain looked at Abel and his 
anger grew. 

Cain looks at Abel.  
Abel is smiling and holding his 
sheep. 

Cain became angrier and 
angrier and angrier. 

Cain becomes even angrier. 

Cain turned to his brother and 
said,   

Cain turns to Abel. 
 

"Brother,     Cain repeats. 

let’s go out into the field.”  Cain repeats. 

While they were out in the field, Cain whistles. 

Cain attacked his brother. 
     
     

Cain grabs Abel and drags him 
off stage. Loud fighting sounds. 
At the end of the fight, Abel's 
feet need to be visible on stage. 

(pause) Silence. 

And Cain killed his brother.   

(pause)  

Then God said to Cain,  Cain enters wiping hands. 

(Voice of God)  

“Cain, where is your brother?” Cain looks around and shrugs. 

(Narrator)  

Cain looked around and said,  

“Am I my brother’s babysitter?” Cain repeats. 

But God said,  

(Voice of God)  
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“What have you done?   Cain looks startled, as if to say 
'me?' 

You have killed your brother.  Cain shakes his head. 

His body lies in the ground. 
  

Cain looks to where Abel's feet 
are, lowers head. 

From now on, when you work 
the ground, you will not be able 
to grow crops.  

Cain looks up with pained 
expression. 

Instead you will wander the 
earth.” 

Cain shakes his head. 

(Narrator)  

Cain fell to the ground and cried 
out,  

Cain falls to the ground. 

"I can’t bear this.  Cain repeats. 

I will never rest!    Cain repeats. 

Whoever finds me will kill me!” Cain repeats. 

(pause)  

But God was kind to Cain. Cain turns his back to the 
audience, as if crying. 

God put a mark on Cain’s face, 
so that everyone would know 
not to kill Cain. 

Cain puts contact on his face, 
turns to show the audience. 
 

The mark would protect Cain. Cain smiles. 

So Cain left and became a 
wanderer. 

Cain wanders off stage. 

 
(Narrator moves to centre stage and addresses the audience) 

 

Cain became angry.  

He let his anger grow.    

Cain did nothing to stop his 
anger. 

 

Then Cain killed Abel.  

God says, 'Do not murder.'  
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Before there's murder, there's 
anger. 

 

Jesus said, if you are angry with 
someone, it's like you've killed 
them in your heart.   

 

Anger is a serious problem.  

Loving Jesus means we work 
hard at controlling our anger. 
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Anger 
 Proverbs 29:11  

Matthew 5:21-26 Genesis 4:1-16 
 
K-2 Group Time 
 
Main Point - The wise child, who trusts in God, learns to control 
his/her anger.  
  
Charades 
 
- Whisper an emotion into a child’s ear.  
- The child has to mime out the emotion (e.g. anger, sadness, 

scared, happy, worried, anxious, excited) 
- Group has to guess what is being mimed. 

 
Conclusion: 
- In Proverbs 29:11 God says ‘A foolish person lets his anger 

run wild.’ 
- It’s like you let your anger take over. 
- And you don’t do anything to stop it. 
- Who was the first person in the Bible to let their anger run 

wild?  
(Cain, he got so angry with his brother Abel he killed him) 

  
Story Time 
 
Use the script titled, Cain And Abel (pages 157-161) as a guide for 
retelling the story of Genesis 4 and select one of the options 
below. 
 
Option 1 
 
Use felt pieces as you retell the story.  
Need:  
- landscape scene as a background 
- two men for Cain and Abel 
- fruit, fruit trees, grains, etc. for Cain 
- sheep for Abel 
- a large rock where the murder takes place  

 
Note: place both men behind the rock when the murder 
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happens. When Cain comes out again, have Abel's legs 
poking out behind the rock. 
 
Option 2 
 
Draw a series of chalk drawings.  
Picture 1:  
- landscape scene as a background 
- add Cain and Abel 
- add fruit, fruit trees, grains, etc. on Cain's side 
- add sheep on Abel's side 
- add limp grain in Cain's arms 
- add best sheep in Abel's arms 

Picture 2: 
- draw a large rock where the murder takes place (Note: don't 

draw the murder.) 
- add Abel's legs sticking out from behind a rock 
- add Cain beside the rock 
- add mark on Cain's face 

 
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Icebreaker: 
- What makes you angry? 
- How do you feel when people get angry with you? 

 
Discuss: 
- What was Abel's job?  

(to look after animals) 
 
- What was Cain's job?  

(to grow and pick the plants) 
 
- Why did Cain get angry?  

(God liked Abel's offering, not his, Cain was jealous) 
 
- God warned Cain not to let his anger grow. But Cain didn't 

listen. What did Cain end up doing to his brother?  
(killed him) 

 
Conclusion: 
- Proverbs is all about living a wise life. 
- A life that makes God happy. 
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- The only way we can make God happy is when we trust in 
Jesus. 

- And a wise child then lives for Jesus. 
- In Proverbs 29:11 God says ‘A foolish person lets his anger run 

wild. But a wise person keeps himself under control.’ 
- Loving Jesus means we will work hard at not letting our anger 

take control.  
 
Application: 
- Is it okay to get angry and hurt the people who hurt you? (i.e. 

the bully)  
- Warning: issues of abuse may arise when asking this 

question - be sensitive to children’s answers. 
- What can you do instead? 
- What can you do to stop your anger growing? 

 
Prayer Time 
 
Repeated Prayer 
Father God, – please help us – when we are angry – not to hit back. 
– Please help us  – not to wish them dead. – Please help us – to be 
quick to say sorry. – Amen.  
Father God, – please help us – when someone is angry with us – to 
be gentle – and patient – not to be angry back. – Amen 
 
Individual Prayer 
Encourage the children to pray for someone who has made them 
angry. 
  
Sheep 
 
Need: 
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil of a sheep. Copy 
and cut one sheep per child on white cardboard. 

- Provide each child with a cardboard roll (the size of a toilet 
roll), four paddle pop sticks, cotton wool and a cardboard 
template of a sheep.  
 

Instructions: 
- Leaders cut small holes in the cardboard roll for the sheep’s 

legs.  
- Children push the paddle pop sticks into each hole and place 
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roll in a standing position. 
- Children glue cotton wool on the sheep template. 
- Attach the template to the top of the cardboard roll. 

  
Angry Faces  
 
Warning: check for food allergies before beginning this craft. 
 
Need: 
- coloured paper plate (one per child, anything but white) 
- wood glue 
- variety of pasta that can be used to create facial features 
- collage material (shredded tissue paper, paper strips, wool 

for hair) 
 
Instructions: 
- Children glue pasta and collage material on plate to create 

an angry face. 
 
Imaginary Play 
 
- Farm: set up a sheep farm complete with sheep, fences, 

barns, etc. for the children to re-create Abel’s life story. 
 
- Dress ups: provide Bible times costumes, sheep and 

shepherd’s crooks (can be made out of long cardboard rolls 
covered in alfoil shaped like a crook). 
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Anger 
 Proverbs 29:11  

Matthew 5:21-26 Genesis 4:1-16 
 
3-5 Group Time 
 
Main Point - The wise child, who trusts in God, learns to control 
his/her anger.  

  
You 
 
Need: 

- Large open space 
 
Instructions: 

- Children stand in circle. 
- Select one child to be the pointer and to stand in the middle 

of the circle. 
- The pointer points to a child in the circle and says ‘YOU’. 
- The child who is pointed at ducks. 
- The two children on either side of the child who has ducked 

need to quickly face each other and try to be the first to point 
to the other and say ‘YOU’.  

- The child who points and says ‘YOU’ first wins. 
- Other child sits. 
- Continue until only two children are in. 

 
Conclusion: 

- We hate it when anger is directed at us. 
- But we think it’s okay to be angry with others. 
- And we know that being angry with someone is not nearly as 

bad as murdering them. 
- But Jesus says, when we’re angry with someone, it’s like 

we’ve murdered him or her in our heart. 
- God takes our anger very seriously. 

 
Chase The Emotion  
 

- Divide children into two teams, Team 1 and Team 2. 
- Assign a captain to each team. 
- Assign a home base to each team (a wall at opposite ends of 

the room). 
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- Team 1 begins by deciding on an emotion to mime (e.g. 
anger, sadness, fear, happiness, worry, excitement, 
tiredness, surprise). 

- Both teams form a line facing each other, about 2 meters 
apart. 

- Team 2 calls out: Hey you! How do you do? 
- Team 1 replies: Who me? Let me see? 
- Team 1 begins miming the emotion. 
- Team 2 takes turns in guessing the emotion.  
- The captain of Team 1 answers the guesses either by saying 

yes or no. 
- When the correct guess is made, Team 2 tries to catch the 

members of Team 1 before Team 1 can run back to their 
home base. 

 
Conclusion: 

- In this game we showed a lot of different emotions. 
- Sad, happy, angry… 
- Today, we’ll be looking at the emotion, anger. 
- In Proverbs 29:11 God says ‘A foolish person lets his anger 

run wild.’ 
- It’s like you let your anger take over. 
- And you don’t do anything to stop it. 
- Who was the first person in the Bible to let their anger run 

wild?  
(Cain, he got so angry with his brother Abel he killed him) 

 
Genesis 4:1-16 
 
- Type up Genesis 4:1-16 and make one copy per child. 
- Use highlighters to indicate the various spoken parts of the 

reading. 
- Allocate different roles (Narrator, Cain, Eve, God). 
- Read the passage as a dramatic reading. 

  
Discussion (small groups) 
 
Need: 

- Set of International Children’s Bibles (ICB) 
 
Icebreaker: 
- What makes you angry? 
- How do you feel when people get angry with you? 
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Discuss: 
- What was Abel's job? v2 

(to look after animals) 
 
- What was Cain's job? v2 

(to grow and pick the plants) 
 
- When the Bible says Abel brought the fat portions from the 

first born, it is saying he brought the best part of the lamb 
and that he especially chose the first born from his flock. He 
gave the very best to God. Read verse 3 again and see how 
Cain's gift is described. Why did God like Abel's gift and not 
Cain's? 
(Cain chose 'some', i.e. anything will do attitude; didn't 
choose the best) 

 
- Why did Cain get angry? v4-5 

(God liked Abel's offering, not his, Cain was jealous) 
 
- What was the warning God gave Cain? v6-7 

(not to let sin grow, not to let his anger grow) 
 
- But Cain didn't listen. What did Cain end up doing to his 

brother? v8 
(killed him) 

 
- Read the following verses: Proverbs 15:1, 22:24, 29:11. 

What wise things do you learn from these verses?  
(speak gently to someone who is angry, don’t choose people 
who are easily angered as friends, learn to control your 
anger) 

 
Conclusion: 
- Proverbs is all about living a wise life. 
- A life that makes God happy. 
- The only way we can make God happy is when we trust in 

Jesus. 
- And a wise child then lives for Jesus. 
- In Proverbs 29:11 God says ‘A foolish person lets his anger 

run wild. But a wise person keeps himself under control.’ 
- Loving Jesus means we will work hard at not letting our 

anger take control.  
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Application: 
- Is it okay to get angry and hurt the people who hurt you? (i.e. 

the bully)  
- Warning: issues of abuse may arise when asking this 

question - be sensitive to children’s answers. 
- What can you do instead? 
- What can you do to stop your anger growing? 

  
Prayer Time 
 
- Copy page 170 onto cardboard and cut out one per child. 
- Have the children fill in the card.  
- When they have all written a prayer, ask each child to pray 

their own prayer out loud in turn.  
- Encourage the children to take their cards home and to pray 

their prayer each day. 
 
Steps To Deal With Anger 
 
- Download the file titled, Proverbs Stencils (available in 

Kidswise Membership). Find the stencil of bookmarks with a 
list of things to remember when angry. 

- Print one per child on coloured cardboard. 
- Discuss each step in small groups: 

• Is it clear?  
• Can they say it in a clearer way?  
• Are there other things they can add? 

- Encourage children to keep the bookmark in their Bibles at 
home and to pull it out when they need help with anger. 
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Father God, I know I can 
get angry when ............. 
…………………………… 
…………………………… 
Please help me to .......... 
…………………………… 
…………………………… 
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…………………………… 
…………………………… 
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