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Dear Church Family, God’s holy & faithful brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Church Vision 
2018 has seen another year of seeking to live out our church vision: 
 

For the glory of Jesus, we build up each other and we reach out to the world, through God’s Word and prayer. 
 
Our purpose is to glorify Jesus, our ministry is to build up Christians, our mission is to reach out to our desperately needy world, 
and our method is through God’s Word and prayer.  
 
You will be glad to know, this remains our vision for 2019, despite whatever changes around us, with increasing debates over 
the freedom of religion and the place of SRE in our schools, and both a state and federal election this year.  
 
Teaching God’s Word – Build Up 
In 2018, we started the year with John’s Gospel building to a Moore Mission and Easter, then 1 Corinthians (terms 2 & 4) and 
Wisdom literature (term 3). 
 
In 2019, we’ve started with the Colossians Overview Night (30/1), Growth Groups kicking off, and our key memory verse: 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted & built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, & overflowing with thankfulness. (2:6-7) 

In terms 2-3, we’ll be exploring the gospel of Mark, then in term 4 we’ll unpack the origins of Christ’s kingship in the book of 
1 Samuel.  
 
Sharing God’s word – Reach Out 
We’ve seen the amazing reminder in Colossians 1:6 that we are part of something so big and eternal: “the gospel is bearing 
fruit and growing throughout the whole world”, and that God uses ordinary faithful servants, like Epaphras and us, to share 
God’s message of grace.  
 
• Locally: Evangelising 
Alongside our regular programs and SRE, Easter (21/4) and Christmas, we’ll have the following new initiatives: 

o In Term 2, our Mark series will build up to 4 Tuesdays in June, where we’ll host a parish-wide Christianity Explored 
course together. We want every member to seek to invite a friend. 

o Men’s (27/7) and Women’s (10/8) Outreach nights 
o Primary School Ambassadors Soccer Camp @Heathcote Anglican (afternoons 9-12/7) and Kids Holiday Club @ 

Engadine Anglican (9-11/10).  
As we run these events, remember it’s the individual conversations that are so vital.  
 
• Globally: Supporting & Sending  
We have the immense privilege of supporting our CMS link missionaries, prayerfully and financially. We rejoice with Karen in 
Dubai, the Forest family in Jordan, Wayne & Mandy in the Northern Territory, and we have just received news that the Box 
family will returning to Australia later this year, after 14 years serving in Slovenia.  

 
It is vital that we be a generous church, carefully disciplining and training our young leaders, and then encouraging those who 
can, to go into full-time ministry. We need to keep praying that God would raise up a new generation of full-time gospel 
ministers from our church, from our current kids, youth and young adults. 
 
Do you know that 2 of the current 200 CMS Australian missionaries come from our church – Karen and Wayne. Karen is now 
one of the longest serving missionaries with CMS, and has changed fields from Japan to Dubai. Her story is so extraordinary, 
and yet she was just an ordinary “Engadine High girl”! Which of our current Engadine High youth girls could be a new “Karen”? 
 
It’s great to have Scott and Britt Williams now in 2nd year Moore College. But our attention needs to keep raising new “Scotts” 
and “Britts”. Michael, Ian and I keep deliberately discipling people, and will be praying Monday mornings for those who have 
been and will be sent from amongst us. See here for a list to past members to pray for: http://eac.org.au/partners 
 
  



Where should we invest more resources next? 
 
• Resources needed everywhere 
With 29,304 people in 2233, we’d love to invest more everywhere. Our first priority remains vine work (individually building 
up each member) and then wisely developing the trellis (each structure/program) to maximise vine work, resourced with a 
strong core, and ready to expand, without overloading the current core.  
 
• Staff redeployment & search 
With Mike & Emily Leite moving to St George North at the end of 2018, we have restructured our staff responsibilities: Michael 
Dodd remains overseeing Heathcote and Night Church, Ian Morrison oversees both Kids and Youth, and I am overseeing 9am 
and 1045 Churches. To be down a staff member has been a major stretch.  
 
Our previous MTS apprentice Scott (& Britt) Williams has moved to Wilton-Picton Anglican with Ben & Kate Boardman. We 
have welcomed 2 new student ministers:  

1. Kat Low (3rd year Moore College) is focusing on training our women youth leaders on Friday and Sunday nights.  
2. Angus & Olivia (& Ted) Martin (1st year Moore College) are joining us on Sundays, with Angus training our Anchor 

Sunday leaders and Year 10-12 youth. 
 
A careful search for a devoted youth minister is continuing, and I’m excited about who God seems to be providing for us. I want 
someone who loves youth, and can train our youth leaders for a life-time of faithful servant-hearted ministry, whether lay or 
full-time, and is ready to dive into our local high schools. There are several suitable people, and different names continue to 
be put before me, most with commitments till the end of the year. Even if we have to wait till the end of the year, it will be 
worth it to get the right person. 
 
As I laid out in the “2020 Ministry” update (November 2018), if the budget comes in on track, then we will be able to responsibly 
put on both a Youth Minister by 2020, and be ready to employ full-time Adult Discipleship Minister to invest in our Growth 
Groups and champion adult Out Reach (like Christianity Explored). 
 
Next Steps 
• Serve  
I’m excited that two of our retired couples are now running the creche together on Tuesday mornings, so our young mums can 
study the Word. There are so many gospel opportunities. At this current stage in your life, where can you best serve? Please 
chat to me, Michael or Ian if you want ideas J 
 
• Give  
Please prayerfully consider the finances God has given you, and how you can contribute. We need to maintain budget if we’re 
to remain on track to take on a youth minister and an Adult Discipleship Minister. Alongside church giving, we encourage 
everyone to give 10% of your church giving direct to CMS (https://www.cms.org.au/) to support our mission partners. 
 
• Pray 
It has been a super privilege serving alongside you in 2018-2019. A special thanks to our teaching staff, office staff, wardens, 
treasurer and Parish Council, who provide such godly leadership and infrastructure for us all.  
 
But of course, with all our plans and efforts, it’s God who produces the fruit, who builds us up and reaches our world with his 
life changing message about Jesus. Pray for 2019 to be another faithful year of us partnering with God, through faithfully 
proclaiming his Word. 
 
Your brother and partner in the gospel of Christ, 
 
James Warren 
Senior Minister 
 


